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      Nestled between the Caribbean, the South Pacific, and the South
      Atlantic Oceans, South America is the wilder of the
      Americas, and a continent of superlatives.

      The world's biggest rainforest and the largest river (Amazon),
      the highest mountain range outside Asia (the Andes), remote islands (Galapagos
      Islands, Easter Island and Fernando de
      Noronha), heavenly beaches (such as in Brazil's Northeastern region), wide deserts
      (Atacama), icy landscapes (Patagonia & Tierra del
      Fuego), the world's tallest waterfall (the 979m Angel
      Falls, in Venezuela) and one of the largest (Iguaçu Falls,
      Argentina and Brazil), as well as several other breathtaking
      natural attractions.

      Besides, the work of man has also left rare gems on the
      continent: ruins of ancient civilizations (Machu Picchu and other
      Inca cities; the Moais in Easter Island) share the continent
      with world-class metropolises (São Paulo, Buenos Aires, Bogotá, Caracas, Santiago, Lima and Rio de Janeiro), outstanding modern
      architecture (Brasilia), European architecture (Buenos Aires), the
      oldest rock paintings in the Americas (at the Serra da Capivara), strong African heritage (in Salvador, Rio and Montevideo), genuine
      indigenous (Belém,
      Manaus, Cuzco, Lima,
      La Paz), charming cities
      built in the Andes (Caracas, Medellín, Quito, Santiago de Chile) and Eastern culture (São Paulo's
      enormous Japanese community),
      mingled with the fingerprints of Iberian colonizers. Ushuaia, the world's southernmost city and some of
      its biggest festivities, such as Rio's Carnival and Belem's
      Cirio de Nazaré, the Tango World Championship, and the
      Vendimia festival in Argentina, are also part of this incredibly
      diverse and attractive continent.

      Countries and
      territories[edit]

      
      	Bogotá — a city of
      contrasts with a hectic balance between the new and the old; the
      most cultural-minded of South American capitals

      	Buenos
      Aires — the city of tango, the most cosmopolitan city of
      Argentina

      	Caracas — one of the
      most cosmopolitan and modern cities in South America, there are
      lots of theatres, malls, museums, art galleries, parks,
      well-conserved colonial architecture and even gastronomic
      restaurants

      	La Paz — the highest
      national capital in the world that is built in a canyon

      	Lima — a curious mix of
      modernity, large but orderly slum areas, and colonial
      architecture

      	Montevideo —
      the pleasant capital city of Uruguay, situated on the east bank of
      the Rio de la Plata

      	Rio de
      Janeiro — famous for its breathtaking landscape, its laidback
      beach culture and its annual carnival

      	Santiago de Chile — capital of Chile with
      many museums, events, theatres, restaurants, bars and other
      entertainment and cultural opportunities

      	São Paulo —
      a beehive of activity that offers a jovial nightlife and a diverse
      cultural experience

      

      Other
      destinations[edit]

      Understand[edit]

      By
      plane[edit]

      Getting to South America has become much easier in recent years
      due to massive increases in flights to the continent by major
      global airlines. Although some particular places are still quite
      hard to reach (i.e. Paraguay, Suriname, northern Brazil), the places that you most likely want to go,
      such as Buenos
      Aires and Rio de Janeiro, are more accessible than ever
      before.

      
      	From Africa: the only (reliable) options worth
      considering would be the South African Airways service linking
      Johannesburg
      with Sao Paulo and Buenos Aires or the Ethiopian Airlines service
      between Addis
      Ababa and São
      Paulo via Lomé. There
      are also connections of TAAG Angola Airlines from Luanda to Rio de Janeiro and São
      Paulo. And Royal Air Maroc flies from Casablanca to São Paulo three times a week.
      Do realize that demand between Africa and South America is very
      limited, so even the aforementioned services are infrequent and
      fares may be quite high.

      

      
      	From Asia: Be prepared for a very long journey,
      especially if your itinerary includes connecting flights to travel
      to/beyond the major Asian and South American hubs. There is a
      Korean Air route between Seoul-Incheon and Sao Paulo (via Los Angeles). Do note
      that the stop in the United States will require
      all passengers, including those in transit, to pass through US
      customs. Air China has flights between Beijing and São Paulo , via Madrid. Emirates has non-stop flights from Dubai to Sao Paulo and Rio de Janeiro,
      this latter continuing services to Buenos Aires. Turkish Airlines has daily
      flights from Istanbul
      to São Paulo, continuing services to Buenos Aires. In 2011, Singapore Airlines
      started flights from Singapore to Sao Paulo via Barcelona. In 2012 Qatar Airways started its
      daily non-stop service from Doha to São Paulo, continuing services to Buenos Aires. Ethiad
      Airways has a daily flight from Abu Dhabi to São Paulo.

      

      
      	From Australia, New Zealand, and the South
      Pacific: A somewhat surprising number of options exist. LAN
      Airlines serve Auckland
      and Sydney from their hub
      at Santiago, while Qantas introduced a
      non-stop service between Sydney and Santiago on March 2012. LAN also operates one of the
      world's most obscure flights of all - a service linking Santiago-Easter Island-Tahiti. From Perth, Emirates and South African Airways provide
      affordable flights to South America with a stopover in their
      respective hubs, around 30 hours total flying time.

      

      
      	From Europe: The entire South American continent once
      lived under European colonial rule, and the resultant political,
      social, and economic ties between former colonies and colonizers
      remain quite strong even today. Portuguese flag carrier TAP
      Airlines is by far the leading foreign carrier to Brazil, serving a
      slew of destinations in North and East Brazil, including direct connections from Lisbon to Porto Alegre in South
      Brazil and to the Brazilian
      capital Brasilia which
      otherwise have few other international connections. Spanish flag
      carrier Iberia flies to most of the former Spanish colonies,
      although neither Bolivia
      nor Paraguay are
      served. KLM flies between Amsterdam and Suriname and Air France links Paris with French Guiana. Of course, such services are not
      exclusive - KLM also flies to Buenos Aires directly from Amsterdam, and to Lima as well, TAP to Caracas, Air France to Rio de Janeiro and
      Lima, etc. Other leading
      European airlines such as British Airways, Lufthansa, Swiss
      Airlines, and Alitalia also serve key South American gateways from
      their respective hubs, while South American airlines also operate
      into several major European cities as well.

      

      
      	From North America: Until very recently, it was
      virtually inconceivable to reach South America from anywhere other
      than Miami. Today, however,
      rapidly developing hubs at Atlanta, Dallas/Fort Worth, Fort Lauderdale, Houston, Mexico City, New York, Newark, Orlando, Toronto, and Washington-Dulles offer viable alternatives.
      Indeed, airlines such as Air Canada, United and Delta Airlines have
      successfully begun to challenge the virtual monopoly once enjoyed
      by American Airlines to several key markets. American discount
      carriers such as Spirit Airlines and JetBlue (Azul in Brazil) have
      recently fought hard for and won several route authorities to serve
      the likes of Colombia,
      Brazil and Peru, bringing low
      fares to these markets for the first time. Recently, US Airways
      started a daily non-stop service from Charlotte to Rio de Janeiro. Given the US airlines'
      cutbacks in service, frequency, and cities served over the years,
      consider high quality Latin American carriers such as Avianca (to
      Colombia with daily non-stop flights to Bogotá, Medellín, Cali and Cartagena), Copa Airlines
      (Panama's national airline to hits hub in Panamá City), LAN
      Airlines (Chilean carrier serving Chile direct and via several other countries), or TAM
      (to Brazil, including some non-stop flights to other Brazilian
      cities besides São
      Paulo and Rio de Janeiro, like Belo Horizonte,
      Brasilia and Manaus).

      

      Beware there are no roads connecting Panama with Colombia, hence
      it is not possible to drive from Central America. People overcome
      this problem shipping their cars from Colon for easier
      transportation (Atlantic side in Panama) to Cartagena or
      Barranquilla (Colombia), or from Panama City (Pacific side of the
      Panama canal) to Buenaventura (Colombia) or Guayaquil(Ecuador).

      The Pan-American Highway is a series of
      routes starting in Central America and running to the tip of South
      America (save for the Darien Gap between Panama and Colombia). It's
      an interesting option for those with a good vehicle, plenty of
      spare parts, and a desire to explore the western edge of the
      continent.

      By
      train[edit]

      There are no rail connections between Panama and Colombia.

      By
      boat[edit]

      Some cruise liners cover the towns in the lower Caribbean
      (Cartagena, Santa Marta, Margarita Island). Royal
      Caribbean, Holland America, Princess Cruises - [1].

      Get
      around[edit]

      The Union of South American Nations gives visa-free access and a
      customs union between all countries in South America.

      By
      plane[edit]

      International flights are generally expensive within South
      America and from South America to other parts of the world. Within
      each country the national domestic flights can be more reasonable.
      Therefore, it may be more economical (cost wise) to fly to the
      border city of one country, cross the border by ground
      transportation and fly onwards from the other side of the border.
      For example, for one to go from Lima to Santiago, the traveller
      might fly from Lima to Tacna, take a bus or taxi to Arica, and fly
      onwards from Arica to Santiago.

      By
      train[edit]

      There are no cross-country train services in South America, and
      with the exception of Argentina and Chile, domestic networks are quite limited, such as a
      railway in Bolivia, from Oruro to Villazón, passing through Uyuni,
      Tupiza and some other places, and a railway in Brazil, linking
      regional capitals Belo Horizonte and Vitória. There are a number of
      very scenic "tourist trains" though, including the 445km Quito-Guayaquil route in Ecuador.

      Buses are the main form of land transport for much of the
      continent... for longer distances you're often better off flying
      but if you like you can use the bus but it may be a longer
      drive.

      Spanish is the official language in
      all countries except Brazil, Guyana, Suriname and French Guiana,
      and is widely spoken even in the countries that are not
      historically Spanish speaking. Portuguese is the official language
      in Brazil, which comprises
      about half the population and land area of the continent. There are
      also many indigenous peoples living in South America who speak
      their own languages, and if you are really going off the beaten
      track, you might have to learn them too. In Guyana, Suriname and
      French Guiana, the official languages are English,
      Dutch and French
      respectively.

      South America has some of the most incredible sights in the
      world but is a large continent and getting around it can be slow
      and difficult. The most popular things to see include the ancient
      ruins of Machu
      Picchu high up the Peruvian Andes. In terms of natural beauty
      it's hard to beat the stunning Iguazu Falls that span that
      three countries (Brazil, Argentina and Paraguay) and the unique
      Mount Roraima in the frontier between Venezuela, Guyana and Brazil.
      Delightful remnants of Spanish colonialism can be found in many
      countries but is perhaps best in Cartagena, Colombia. Meanwhile
      exciting vibrant cities like Buenos Aires and Rio de Janeiro provide the best taste of
      urban life in 21st Century South America.

      South America is a magnificently varied part of the world and
      tremendously hospitable, South America offers many different
      alternative travel experiences and destinations. Most any
      adventurous activity can be enjoyed here in stunning and unique
      places. Rafting, trekking, jungle hikes, biking, zip lining, bungy
      jumping, diving, surfing, mountain climbing, para sailing, kite
      surfing, bird watching, discovering the huge variety of flora and
      fauna in the jungles and mountains, boating down the Amazon
      River.

      Stay
      safe[edit]

      Wearing or carrying items which may identify you as an affluent
      tourist can be a mistake. You shouldn't pack anything that you
      would be upset to lose. Leave expensive jewelry, watches and other
      items of value at home and only carry what you need. That goes for
      credit cards and other documents as well; if you have no need for
      them leave them behind in the hotel safe, only take what money you
      are likely to spend with you.

      Stay
      healthy[edit]

      Tap water in many countries is not drinkable, it's wise to
      purify your own or buy bottled water. Malaria and Yellow fever can be a risk as well on the
      continent, check with a travel clinic or your doctor before heading
      out to see if you'll be in a high-risk area.
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      	Quick Facts
      

      
      	Capital
      	Buenos
      Aires
      

      
      	Government
      	Federal Republic
      

      
      	Currency
      	Argentine Peso (ARS)
      

      
      	Area
      	2,780,400km²

      water: 43,710km²

      land: 2,736,690km²
      

      
      	Population
      	40,177,096 (2010 census)
      41,660,417 (2013 estimate)

      
      

      
      	Language
      	Spanish
      

      
      	Religion
      	Roman Catholic 78%, 12% Evangelists, 12% agnostics, 4%
      atheists, Protestant 2%, Jewish 2%, 1.5% Muslims
      

      
      	Electricity
      	220V, 50Hz (European plug)
      

      
      	Country code
      	+54
      

      
      	Internet TLD
      	.ar
      

      
      	Time Zone
      	UTC -3
      

      
      	Emergencies
      	dial 101 or 911 for police
         100 for fire

      107 for medical

      
      

      
      

      

      Argentina, (Spanish:
      República Argentina) is a large, elongated country in the
      southern part of South America, neighbouring countries being
      Bolivia, Brazil, and Paraguay to the north, Uruguay to the north east and Chile to the west. In the east
      Argentina has a long South Atlantic Ocean coastline.

      Understand[edit]

      Argentina (officially the Argentine Republic) is the
      eighth-largest country in the world. The highest and the lowest
      points of South America are also located in Argentina: At 6,960m,
      Cerro Aconcagua is the tallest mountain in the Americas
      while Laguna del Carbón, at 105m below sea level, is the
      lowest point in the Americas.

      At the southern tip of Argentina there are several routes
      between the South Atlantic and the South Pacific Oceans including
      the Strait of Magellan, the Beagle Channel, and the Drake
      Passage---as alternatives to sailing around Cape Horn in the open
      ocean between South America and Antarctica.

      The name Argentina derives from argentinos, the
      Ancient Greek diminutive (tinos) form for silver (argentos),
      which is what early Spanish explorers sought when they first
      reached the region in the sixteenth century.

      Climate[edit]

      Buenos Aires
      and the Pampas are
      temperate; cold in the winter, hot and humid in the summer.

      The deserts of Cuyo, which
      can reach temperatures of 50°C, are extremely hot and dry in the
      summer and moderately cold and dry in the winter. Spring and fall
      often exhibit rapid temperature reversals; several days of
      extremely hot weather may be followed by several days of cold
      weather, then back to extremely hot.

      The Andes are cool in the
      summer and very cold in the winter, varying according to
      altitude.

      Patagonia is cool in the summer and cold in the
      winter. Extreme temperature shifts within a single day are even
      more common here; pack a variety of clothes and dress in
      layers.

      Don't forget that seasons are reversed from those of the
      Northern Hemisphere.

      Terrain[edit]

      The central region of Argentina is the rich plain known as La
      Pampa. There is jungle in the extreme northeast. The southern
      half of Argentina is dominated by the flat to rolling plateau of
      Patagonia. The western border with Chile is along the rugged
      Andes mountains, including the Aconcagua, the highest
      mountain outside the Himalayas. The western Cuyo regions at
      the base of the Andes are mostly rocky desert with some poisonous
      frock tree.

      History[edit]

      Following independence from Spain in 1816, Argentina experienced periods of
      internal political conflict between conservatives and liberals. In
      the first decade of the 20th century, Argentina became the richest
      nation in Latin America, its wealth symbolized by the opulence of
      its capital
      city.

      European immigrants flowed into Argentina, particularly from the
      northern parts of Italy and Spain; by 1914 nearly 6 million people
      had come to the country.

      After World War II, a long period of Peronist rule in subsequent
      governments was followed by a military junta that took power in
      1976.

      Democracy returned in 1983 after the battle over the Islas Malvinas (Falkland
      Islands) with the United Kingdom.

      A painful economic crisis at the turn of the 21st century
      devalued the Argentine peso by a factor of three and ushered in a
      series of weak, short-lived governments along with social and
      economic instability.

      However, later in the decade Argentina seemed to find some new
      stability, and currently has a much better economic outlook -
      albeit with the eternal problem of high inflation.

      Electricity[edit]

      Argentine electricity is officially 220V, 50Hz. Adapters and
      transformers for North American equipment are readily
      available.

      The best way to use imported electrical equipment in Argentina
      is to purchase an adapter once there. These are available in the
      Florida shopping area in Buenos Aires for around USD2 or less in hardware
      stores outside the city centre. Buildings use a mix of European and
      Australian plug
      fittings. The Australian-style plugs are IRAM-2073, which are
      physically identical to the Australian AS-3112 standard (two blades
      in a V-shape, with or without a third blade for ground). However,
      the live and neutral pins in the Australian fittings are reversed. Therefore
      Australian equipment
      may be incompatible despite the apparent plug-compatibility. This
      is not a problem for battery chargers for devices such as Thinkpad,
      iPod, iPhone, and Blackberry.

      European standard CEE-7/7 "Schukostecker" or "Schuko" outlets
      and the non-grounded, but compatible, European CEE-7/16 "Europlug"
      outlets may still be found in some older buildings. US and Canadian travellers may want to pack adapters for
      these outlets as well.

      Many sockets have no ground pin. Laptop adapters should have
      little problem with this. If your laptop adapter requires a ground
      pin you will need a plug adapter that takes three pins from the
      laptop and requires only two from the wall socket. This does work
      but may reduce electrical safety or affect your warranty.

      Some Argentine sockets accept North American plugs, particularly
      ones on power strips. Beware - this does not mean
      that these sockets deliver 110 volts. Make sure that your equipment
      can handle 220 volts! Simply changing the shape of the socket with
      a USD2 adapter will not allow 110 volt equipment to operate on 220
      volt Argentinian sockets, unless the device is specifically
      designed to work on both 110 and 220 volts, irreparable damage
      and even fire can result. Most laptop power adapters and many
      portable electronics chargers are designed to work on either
      voltage; check the specifications for your equipment to be sure. If
      your equipment cannot accept 220 volt current, you can purchase a
      '220 to 110' volt transformer for approximately USD6 in most
      Argentinian electronics shops. This is much heavier and bulkier
      than a small adapter. There are two types of these transformers.
      One supports heavy loads for short durations, for example a hair
      dryer. The other supports light loads for long durations, for
      example an inkjet printer. Do select the right one.

      Regions[edit]

      The Islas Malvinas (Falkland Islands), a
      United
      Kingdom Overseas Territory, are claimed by Argentina.

      
      	Buenos
      Aires — or "Ciudad Autónoma de Buenos Aires", which people
      occassionally call Capital Federal to distinguish it from
      the province of Buenos Aires

      

      
      	Córdoba — second largest city, in
      the heart of the Pampas region

      	La Plata — known as
      "the perfect city" for its tracing; just look at a map of the
      street pattern of the city

      	Mendoza — well known
      for its extensive and high quality wine production

      	Rosario — third
      largest city known for its beautiful neoclassical architecture

      	Salta — known as 'La
      Linda' due to its beautiful surroundings

      	San Carlos de Bariloche — in the
      foothills of the Andes with lots of facilities for skiing and
      trekking

      	San Juan — a center of quality
      wine production

      	San Miguel de Tucuman — the largest
      city in the northwest and the fifth largest city in Argentina

      

      Other
      destinations[edit]

      
      	El Calafate —
      the main destination when visiting the Glaciers National
      Park; advancing to the Perito Moreno Glacier is a must when
      visiting Argentina

      	Ibera Wetlands — a nature reserve of 13,000
      square km with its eco village Colonia Carlos Pellegrini right in
      the heart of the reserve

      	Iguazú
      Falls — awesome falls right in the north-east corner of the
      country

      	Nahuel Huapi National Park — at
      the foothills of the Andes mountains with lakes, rivers,
      waterfalls, peaks, glaciers and forests

      	Ushuaia- southernmost
      city in the world

      

      Passport holders of the following countries do not need a visa
      to enter Argentina when the purpose of the visit is tourism:
      Andorra, Armenia, Australia*, Austria, Barbados, Belgium, Bolivia, Brazil, Bulgaria,
      Canada*, Czech Republic, Chile, Cyprus, Colombia, Costa Rica,
      Croatia, Denmark, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador,
      Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Guatemala, Guyana,
      Haiti, Honduras, Hong
      Kong, Hungary, Ireland, Iceland, Israel, Italy, Kazakhstan,
      Japan, Republic of Korea, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania,
      Luxembourg, Macedonia, Malaysia, Malta, Mexico, Monaco, Nicaragua, Norway, Netherlands, New Zealand, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines,
      Poland, Portugal, Romania, Russia, Saint Kitts and Nevis, San
      Marino, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Saint Lucia,
      Serbia,Singapore,
      Slovakia, Slovenia,
      Spain, South Africa, Sweden, Switzerland, Thailand, Trinidad and Tobago, Turkey,
      Ukraine, United Kingdom, United States*, Uruguay, Vatican City and
      Venezuela.

      (*) reciprocity fee required

      Reciprocity
      Fee[edit]

      While visas are not required for tourist visits for US,
      Canadian, and Australian citizens, the Argentine Government started
      charging a "Reciprocity Fee" in 2009 for citizens using passports
      from those countries. The fees paid by travellers are dependent on
      their nationality and similar to the amounts that Argentine
      citizens pay for visa applications to visit the US, Canada, or
      Australia. From 7 January 2013, ALL entries to Argentina at ALL
      ports of entry (except cruise passengers) have required pre-payment
      of the reciprocity fee at 
      the Argentinian Department of Immigration website. Proof of
      payment needs to be printed out and presented to immigration
      officials upon arrival.

      For US citizens, the USD160 fee allows multiple entries to
      Argentina for a period of 10 years. For Australians, the AUD100 fee
      allows multiple entries for 1 year. Canadian citizens pay USD92
      (however it is billed in ARS) which allows multiple entries up
      until 1 month before the passport expires[1].

      As of now the reciprocity fee for US Citizens are
      suspended

      Citizens of India or Morocco have to obtain a visa in their
      country of usual residence, but the visa is free.

      By
      plane[edit]

      Aerolíneas Argentinas and
      LAN Chile offer connections between
      Buenos Aires'
      international airport Ezeiza and many cities throughout South
      America, as well as North America, Europe, Australia and New
      Zealand. Qantas no longer offers
      direct flights from Sydney to Buenos Aires, instead flying to Santiago - home
      of it's OneWorld Partner LAN, where travellers can connect onto
      multiple destinations in Argentina. Air New Zealand has recently
      commenced direct flights between Auckland and Buenos Aires.

      There are international flights to other airports, such as to
      Mendoza with LAN from
      Santiago Chile and TACA from Lima Peru. If you fly into Argentina
      to an Argentine airport other than the two in Buenos Aires, you
      avoid paying the Reciprocity Fee (see above) payable by passport
      holders of the USA, Canada and Australia (and if you book your bags
      through Santiago to Mendoza you also avoid the similarly hefty
      Chilean reciprocity fee as well).

      If you plan on visiting Buenos Aires you will fly into
      Ministro Pistarini International Airport (IATA: EZE); if you're travelling to
      another location in Argentina you may have to travel from Ezeiza to
      the Aeroparque Jorge Newbery (IATA: AEP), the domestic airport in
      Buenos Aires. One problem is that the airports are located on
      opposite sides of the city, so some time has to be factored when
      travelling from one airport to the other. There are cheap shuttle
      buses which take you there in about an hour, but travel time varies
      greatly depending on traffic. There are few flights (mostly to Río
      Gallegos and Ushuaia), which leave early in the morning from Ezeiza
      International Airport. All the other domestic flights (and also to
      Uruguay and Paraguay) leaves from Aeroparque Jorge Newbery. Be
      sure you are in the right airport!

      You should be able to ride a motorcoach or hire a service taxi
      from one of the booths after you clear customs. The fixed rate for
      a taxi from Ezeiza international airport to Buenos Aires is ARS250,
      the rate from the Jorge Newbery domestic airport to town is ARS100.
      (Dec 2013)

      
      	Ezeiza International Airport (EZE): +54 11 5480-6111

      

      If visiting another city there are a number of airports
      throughout the country. Many find it far easier to travel to a
      neighbouring country and then take a short distance hop to the
      smaller airport. All major cities in Argentina and major tourist
      destinations like Mendoza, Perito Moreno and Iguazu Falls have
      airports nearby. There are several national airlines, with
      different levels of service. In general flying gets you everywhere
      quickly and cheaply (relatively). Although the buses in Argentina
      are amongst the most comfortable in the world and are reasonably
      priced, travelling takes a lot of time because of the distances and
      slow road travel involved.

      Passengers leaving Ezeiza Airport NO LONGER have to pay the
      "departure tax" of USD29 (USD8 to Uruguay and domestic flights)
      after check-in , as they are now included in the prices of the
      tickets.

      By
      train[edit]

      There are currently no international services to Argentina. A
      connection between Chile and Argentina is under construction.
      UPDATE: Uruguay (Montevideo) - Buenos Aires connection is
      available.

      International coaches run from all the neighbouring
      countries.

      
      	Retiro Bus Terminal: +54 11 4310-0700

      

      The Retiro bus terminal is large and hidden behind Retiro train
      and Subte stations. For long distance buses it is advisable to buy
      a ticket several days in advance of your trip. Be sure to arrive
      about 45 minutes before your departure and always ask at an
      information counter if your gate number is the same as the one
      printed on your ticket. You will be given a range of possible gate
      numbers (for example 17-27). Watch your belongings carefully at
      Retiro as it is often crowded and there have been reports of thefts
      and even muggings at night.

      By
      boat[edit]

      Regular catamarans routes link Buenos Aires with Montevideo and Colonia in Uruguay. The company Buquebus [2]
      has both a slow (3 hours) and rapid (1 hour) ferry service that
      departs several times a day to Colonia. Ferries depart from the
      downtown Buenos Aires neighborhood Puerto Madero. There are two
      companies (Cacciola [3] and Líneas Delta
      [4]) that link the city of
      Tigre with
      Carmelo and Nueva Palmira in Uruguay, respectively. Trains [5]
      to Tigre depart from Retiro (one of Buenos Aires' main train
      stations) every ten minutes. The trip costs ARS1.1 and takes 50
      minutes.

      To a lesser extent, Grimaldi Freighters [6] run freighters
      which carry up to 12 passengers from Hamburg, London, Antwerp, Le
      Havre, and Bilbao to
      Buenos Aires
      every 9 days. They also carry cars and you drive your car on and
      off - unlike other freighter services. More information can be
      found on the website.

      Get
      around[edit]

      Most people seem to bus or fly around Argentina. Buses are
      comfortable (as comfortable as a 40 hour bus ride can be) but very
      expensive, much more so than in Chile and Brazil, let alone other
      South American countries. A bus ticket from southern Patagonia to
      Buenos Aires can easily cost you USD300. Flights also tend to be
      expensive, due to lack of competition. Flight fares are more
      expensive for foreigners than for Argentineans so ask at airline
      offices after you check tickets online.

      More economical ways to travel around (besides hitchhiking
      [7] which is
      straightforward, besides in the southern part of Ruta 40, between
      El Chalten and
      Perito
      Moreno), is to fly LADE, where possible or take a train on one
      of the few available routes. Both LADE and trains are subsidized by
      the government. During busy season (holidays etc.) and maybe also
      otherwise, there seems to be a silent agreement that Argentineans
      get a priority on those services. If you are told by LADE or the
      train operator that there is no availability for when you want to
      travel, ask a local to call and confirm. Some trains can be booked
      online. There have been reports of policemen and even ticket
      salesmen at Retiro train station in Buenos Aires turning foreigners
      away and not letting them into the ticket office, saying that there
      is no availability for the train for the next couple of months,
      which later turns out to be untrue.

      By
      train[edit]

      There are trains from Buenos Aires to Tucuman, Cordoba, Rosario (from Retiro station), Bahia
      Blanca and Mar del Plata (from Constitucion station) among
      others. Also some limited services in and out of Viedma and
      Bariloche. Tickets are very cheap. For example, a
      ticket to Tucuman (26h) costs 45 pesos compared to a bus ticket of
      700 pesos (April 2013). The service is much worse but the price
      is unbeatable.

      In recent years the government has promoted the re-establishment
      of long distance passenger trains, although most lines still
      operate at a low frequency (one or two departures weekly). The rail
      network is very limited, and intercity buses offer better service
      and faster rides.

      Local travel in the Buenos Aires province is both by bus and by
      local trains, with fast trains being the quickest way to get
      through the city's traffic. The three largest train terminals in
      Buenos Aires are Retiro, Constitucion and Once. Retiro is actually
      three train stations alongside each other with the main long
      distance bus (or "micro") terminal behind the furthest of the train
      terminals (from the city centre).

      One of the major long distance train operators is Ferrobaires
      [8]. See also Satélite
      Ferroviario [9] for
      up-to-date information on trains and services (in Spanish).
      Ferrocentral [10] departs from Buenos
      Aires twice weekly to Tucumán and twice per week to Córdoba. Try
      buying tickets online. If you go to the ticket office in Retiro,
      the policeman in front of the office might send you back and tell
      you there is no availability for the next couple of months
      (although there is availability online).

      An amazing train ride is the Tren a las nubes (Train to
      the Clouds) in the northwestern province of Salta, but some
      people may get altitude sickness. This service, which has
      experienced suspensions, recommenced in August 2008.

      The train to Misiones (for Iguazu) does not operate as of April
      2013.

      By
      plane[edit]

      Domestic flights are available within Argentina, but tickets are
      pricey, and most domestic flights pass through Buenos Aires'
      domestic airport Aeroparque Jorge Newbery. The main carriers are
      Aerolíneas Argentinas [11] and LAN Chile.
      Aerolíneas Argentinas' subsidiary Austral, which shares its parents
      fleet, and tickets of the two can be booked at the same office. The
      prices for tickets are double for non-residents, so be careful with
      publicized ticket prices.

      LADE [12] flies mostly to some smaller
      cities and mostly to the south of Buenos Aires. They have much
      lower, fixed prices. They are subsidized by the government and
      usually cheaper than the bus. Around holidays they get booked up
      early. Baggage allowance is 15kg + 5kg for hand luggage, extra
      kilos cost ARS8 per kilogram. Check their website for routes,
      schedules and prices, but book in an office. Sometimes the website
      shows availability when there isn't any. Best for Ushuaia, El Calafate, Bariloche
      and some cities on the Atlantic coast. Ask a local to call for you
      and book over the phone as locals seem to get a priority. LADE have
      been known to delay flights, even for a day or two sometimes so if
      you are on a very tight schedule or connecting to an international
      flight, maybe you should ask them first about the chances of delays
      and cancellations.

      An exception to passing through Buenos Aires for domestic
      flights is Aerolineas Argentinas "Great Circle Route", going both
      ways Saturdays and Wednesdays BA-Bariloche-Mendoza-Salta-Iguazu-BA
      (and reverse on another flight both days). Also LADE connects most
      flights in Comodoro Rivadavia and you won't have to pass through
      Buenos Aires if you want to go from El Calafate to Bariloche or Puerto Madryn for
      example.

      If you fly on your international trip to Argentina with
      Aerolíneas you sometimes get discounts on domestic flights.
      Sometimes you even get free flights with your international ticket
      but keep in mind that you pay it with your international
      ticket.

      Always plan to arrive to your final destination before your
      flight home 2 or 3 days in advance, as Argentina, like most Latin
      American countries, experiences more delays and cancellations in
      travel than most areas of the world.

      Argentina boasts an outstanding short and long-distance bus
      network. Since regional train service is limited and plane tickets
      are more expensive, bus travel is the most common way to travel
      from city to city within Argentina. Note that it is not as cheap as
      it was before, with about 4 to 5 dollars for each hour of
      travelling (Puerto Iguazú to Buenos Aires about USD100).

      In Buenos Aires, a city bus is called a colectivo while a
      long distance, city-to-city bus is called a micro; but usage
      varies somewhat, they are also called omnibus. The hub of this
      network is definitely Buenos Aires' Terminal de Omnibus de
      Retiro; it has up to 2,000 bus arrivals and departures per day,
      and multiple companies serve most destinations. Buses arrive and
      depart from a total of 75 platforms, and in order to buy your
      ticket you will have to choose between about 200 ticket booths
      situated on the upper level of the terminal.

      The more expensive buses generally offer high-quality service,
      and for distances longer than 200km, it is common to have food
      served on board. There is generally a good amount of legroom, and
      many buses have seats that recline horizontally into beds
      (camas) making them a lot like travelling business class on
      a plane. The best category with completely reclining seats is
      normally called cama suite, but this names vary, names such
      as tutto leto,cama-vip,ejecutivo or salon
      real are also in use. Somewhat cheaper seats only recline
      partially (semi-camas), or not at all (servicio
      común). Every service belongs to one of five official comfort
      classes with minimum requirements that are prescribed by law in
      order to facilitate comparisons. The better buses will provide
      everything you need, while for the lower categories it may be a
      good idea to take drinks and food with you, as well as toilet paper
      and ear plugs. If travelling with a large bag or suitcase bring a
      handful of 25c coins to tip the guys that heaves your pack in and
      out of the taxi and bus. If travelling long distances (let's say
      more than 12 hours) it is recommended to pay for a better bus
      service just because of travelling in a more comfortable way.

      Remember that although buses usually arrive to their destination
      a little late, they almost always leave on time. Do not think that
      the relaxed approach carries over to bus departure times!

      More information on bus companies and schedules is available at
      the webpage of the Terminal de Retiroand at [13] in Buenos Aires. A
      second bus terminal in Buenos Aires is situated in the Liniers
      district, but it is smaller and less accessible than the one in
      Retiro.

      Car rental is readily available throughout Argentina, though it
      is a bit expensive compared with other forms of transportation.
      Travelling by car allows you to visit locations that are hard to
      reach by public transportation. Patagonia, in the South of
      Argentina, is a popular driving location among tourists due to the
      breathtaking views across many miles of open land.

      Argentina generally recognizes valid drivers' licenses from
      foreign jurisdictions. Drivers must be over 21. The rental
      companies will charge the renters card ARS6000 to be used in the
      event of an accident. They cancel this charge when the car is
      returned. On the rutas, in the provinces bordering other
      countries, the police frequently stop cars at controles
      policiales ("police checkpoints") to check insurance and
      registration papers and drivers' licenses. They do not stop all
      cars, though; when you come to a control policial, drive
      slowly and you will usually be waved through without stopping. Near
      provincial borders, these controles may also involve
      inspection of the trunk for contraband and a mandatory two peso fee
      for "disinfection" or "de-insectifying" the car's underside by
      driving it over a mechanical sprayer that either sprays water or
      does nothing. The police have been known to set up roadblocks and
      demand bribes for passage, particularly around the city of Buenos
      Aires.

      Traffic regulations in Argentina are generally the same as in
      the US or Europe, but the local often ignore the regulations. On
      roads and highways it´s mandatory to have car lights on, even
      during daytime. Be aware that the driving style in Argentina is
      aggressive and chaotic. Pay attention at night.

      Maximum speed: 60km/h in the city, 40km/h on side roads and
      100km/h to 130km/h on roads outside the city as well as on
      highways. There are frequent speed controls. However speed limits
      and lane markings are universally ignored, and running red lights
      is common. Most drivers treat stop signs, octagonal red signs
      reading PARE, as though they were "yield" signs, though some
      drivers ignore them completely. Within cities surrounding Buenos
      Aires it is proper to honk at an impending intersection and the one
      who honks first has right of way. Right of way is determined
      somewhat haphazardly by a combination of vehicle size and who
      arrives first. Make sure you are thoroughly confident in your
      driving skills before attempting to drive in Argentina.

      Highways are limited to the areas around large cities. Most of
      the country is connected by paved unlit two-lane roads
      (rutas) shared by buses, cars, and large trucks. Some places
      are accessible only by gravel or dirt roads - indeed, some main
      roads in southern Argentina are unsealed, leading to 4WD vehicles
      being more popular. This is particularly the case in the south. It
      is important to travel with a good map ( e.g. Argentina
      Waterproof Road Map from World Mapping Project) and to be well
      informed about your route distances, road conditions and the
      estimated travel time. In addition to a good map the website of
      cochera andina publishes useful information on more than 120
      routes in Argentina.

      The current cost of gasoline in central and southern Argentina
      is approximately ARS16 per litre. In many small towns, particularly
      in the north, they may ration gasoline to ensure they have enough
      to sell until the next refuelling truck arrives, in which case you
      will only be allowed to buy 300 pesos worth of fuel at a time. It's
      advisable to fill your tank at regular intervals when the
      opportunity arises. In the Andes, the gasoline consumption of
      non-turbo charged engines increases due to the altitude.

      By
      thumb[edit]

      The hitchhiking club Autostop Argentina began
      in Argentina in 2002, inspired by clubs in France, Italy and the
      United States. As a result, hitchhiking has become more acceptable
      among the younger generation, and raising a thumb at a highway is a
      symbol most people understand.

      Today, nevertheless, the thumb of a woman is gigantically more
      successful than the thumb of a man. A single man should count on
      long hours of waiting or just plain luck. If you do get a ride, you
      will in general be treated with much generosity though.

      
      
      
      	
      Hey Big Balls

      Don't be surprised if you hear some creative terms of endearment on
      the street. It's not uncommon to refer to one's friends as
      boludo ("big balls") or loco ("crazy"). "Che" is also
      used.

      There is no such thing as political correctness in Argentina. In
      a colloquial speech, larger people are unapologetically addressed
      as gordo (fat), blacks as "negro", and anyone resembling
      indigenous peoples are also commonly addressed as "bolita" also
      (regardless of their actual ancestry); Italians are tanos;
      Spaniards gallegos; Jews rusos; anyone Islamic as
      "turcos", anyone Asian chinos and the like. This sort of
      blunt address is considered somewhat normal in Argentina. Try to
      take it lightly, as it is usually not meant to offend, but don't
      copy it, because in certain circles this practice is considered
      racist and xenophobic.

      
      

      
      

      The official language is Spanish. Generally,
      most people speak Spanish correctly, albeit using a local dialect,
      Castellano Rioplatense, which is subtly different from both
      the language of Spain and
      that of Central America. Most notably, the pronoun
      "tú" is replaced by "vos", and the you plural pronoun "vosotros"
      replaced with "ustedes", the latter being common throughout Latin
      America. Besides, there are separate verb conjugations, sometimes
      significantly different for irregular verbs in present tense and
      informal commands. Additionally, people from each city pronounce
      words differently too! In this way, people from Buenos Aires speak
      differently compared to those from Spain and other Spanish speaking
      countries; example: chicken in Spanish (pollo) is
      pronounced PO-zhO or PO-SHO by the "Porteños"
      (residents of Buenos Aires), with the SH sound harder than
      in Spanish; unlike most other Spanish speakers of South America who
      pronounces it PO-yo.

      Rioplatense Spanish is also heavily influenced by Italian, even
      frequently being mistaken for it: is is a result of the large
      influx of Italian immigrants. Hand gestures derived from Italy are
      extremely common, and many colloquialisms are borrowed from Italian
      (for example: instead of saying "cerveza", which means beer,
      youngsters find "birra" cooler, which is in Italian). Most locals
      can readily understand most Spanish dialects, as well as Portuguese
      or Italian (especially due to its similarity to the local Spanish).
      English is mandatory in high school and usually understood in at
      least a basic level in tourists' areas. German and French can be
      understood and to some extent spoken by small fractions of the
      population. A few places in Patagonia near Rawson have native Welsh
      speakers. Words borrowed from aboriginal languages include:
      quechua, guarani, mataco, che, mate and others.

      The interjection "che loco" are extremely common and mean
      approximately the same as English "hey!". It can also be employed
      as a phrase known to someone you don't remember their names. Ex:
      "Escucháme, Che,...." Sometimes it is peppered through out the
      speech, similar to the English phrase "you killa man." Nonetheless,
      communication will not be a problem for any Spanish speaker.

      Argentines will communicate with each other using lunfardo, a
      street dialect or slang. It is used together with Spanish by
      replacing nouns with their synonyms in lunfardo. As opposed to
      changing the original meaning, it just makes the phrase more
      colourful. An important aspect of lunfardo is that it is only
      spoken. For example, one knows the word dinero (money), but may use
      the word "guita" in order to refer to the same things. Lunfardo is
      composed of about 5,000 words, many of which do not appear in the
      dictionary.

      Despite the conflict with Britain over las Islas Malvinas, Argentina still has the
      biggest British community in Latin America, has many cities founded
      by them, and 80% of Buenos Aires' private schools are British.
      Argentina could easily have been, along with Australia, New Zealand
      and South Africa, the fourth British colonised country in the
      Southern Hemisphere! Buenos Aires used to have the only Harrods
      store outside the UK and continues to have the most important and
      oldest English newspaper in Latin America, the Buenos Aires
      Herald.

      Many ski centres operate in the Andes during the winter; Las Leñas and San
      Carlos de Bariloche are particularly well-known.

      There are two important nature preserves around Puerto Madryn, Punta
      Tombo, and Peninsula Valdes where one can see guanacos,
      rheas, penguins, sea lions, birds, and whales at certain times of
      the year.

      The wine regions of Mendoza and Salta are also very popular tourist destinations, and
      many tourists are discovering that entering Argentina and using
      these cities as a base often suits them better than dealing with
      the bustle of Buenos Aires. Mendoza is a place where many find it is comfortable
      to learn or brush up on Spanish before touring South America.

      The Traslasierra Valley is a natural geographic region of
      Córdoba, Argentina, located west of the Big Picks or
      Hills where Mina
      Clavero is the capital of tourism and is the most important
      commercial centre together with the city of Villa
      Dolores. Among this magnificent mountain range of almost 2800m
      (9200 ft), several charming villages will welcome you with a great
      variety of lodgings, restaurants, cultural events and outdoor
      activities for everyone. The sun shines most of the year inviting
      you to practice eco-tourism and adventure tourism experiencing a
      direct contact with nature.

      Health tourism is also possible in some places in Traslasierra
      valley, where alternative therapies or anti-stress programs are
      available in world class Spas.

      Cultural heritage has also a main role, with museums, churches
      and estancias (ranches) of the eighteenth century.

      Walking
      Tours[edit]

      Buenos Aires has a number of walking tour options. They include
      the typical tours you may find in any city, as well as interesting
      options including free walking tours, Downloadable MP3 Walking
      Tours, and even Running Tours.

      The most popular sport in Argentina is fútbol (soccer).
      If you come to Argentina, you shouldn't miss the chance to
      experience a professional match live . Argentina's fans are very
      passionate.

      There are five teams called "Los 5 grandes" and are the elite of
      the Argentinian football tournaments:

      
      	Boca Juniors - famous stadium "La Bombonera" where Diego
      Maradona played.

      	River Plate - Stadium "El monumental de Nuñez" where Argentina
      won the 1978 FIFA World Cup.

      	Racing Club - The first Argentine team to win the Club World
      Championships.

      	Independiente - "Rey de Copas" (King of Cups)

      	San Lorenzo - The Pope's favourite team

      

      Other Teams

      
      	Rosario Central - Stadium "El gigante de Arroyito"

      	Velez Sarfield (European SouthAmerican Cup Champion in Tokyo
      1994)

      	Estudiantes de La Plata - World Champion '68, Champion of
      America 1968 - 1969 - 1970 -2009. Club where Juan Sebastián Verón
      played

      	Newell's Old Boys - team where Gabriel Batistuta played

      	Colón de Santa Fe - Stadium "Cementerio de los elefantes"
      (Elephants cemetery)

      	Ferrocarril Oeste.

      

      Other
      sports[edit]

      Rugby and basketball (basquet) are also popular. Polo is
      popular among the upper classes although it is still part of the
      nation's culture and can be readily seen in all areas of life.
      Tennis has been growing in popularity with the Argentina's steady
      production of top players over the past three decades.

      Field hockey has also became a popular sport, especially among
      women. The National Women's Field Hockey Team, Las Leonas (The
      Lionesses), has grown in the past years and developed into a
      now competes against the best in the world.

      Car racing is popular too: The main leagues are Turismo
      Carretera (Ford vs Chevrolet), TC2000 (Touring Cars) and TopRace.
      The most important racetrack in Argentina is in Buenos Aires is
      "Autódromo Oscar Alfredo Gálvez.

      Golf
      in Argentina is an increasingly popular sport thanks in part to
      the success of Argentinian players such as Angel Cabrera, Andres
      Romero and Eduardo Romero. There are currently around 280 courses
      in the country, most located around Buenos Aires and including such
      well-known names as the Jockey Club, Olivos and Hurlingham. On the
      Atlantic coast in Mar del Plata are a couple of courses that have
      held international events, and Patagonia has excellent resort
      courses such as Llao Lloa, Arelauquen and Chapelco (a Nicklaus
      design) as well as the 9-hole course in Ushaia.

      The official currency of Argentina is the peso
      (ARS), divided into 100 centavos. Coins come in 5, 10, 25,
      50 centavo and 1 and 2 peso denominations. Banknotes are issued in
      values of 2, 5, 10, 20, 50, and 100 pesos.

      Note that coins and small banknotes are rather difficult to
      obtain (Feb. 2016), so it is recommendable to focus on getting and
      keeping as much small units of Argentine money as possible in order
      to avoid complications if a cashier doesnt have the necessary
      change.

      Be prepared to receive change in the form of golosinas
      (candies) rather than increasingly rare 5, 10 and 25 centavo coins,
      especially in Chinese supermarkets.

      Never use a Credit card in Argentina - neither for payments nor
      for withdrawals. The exchange rates applied by Argentine banks to
      such transactions are outrageously bad. Besides, Argentine
      businesses accept credit cards only after adding a surcharge of
      about 10% (despite the well-known prohibition to do so).

      Rather don't bring any GBP cash into Argentina. Argentines still
      do resent the Falklands issue and are therefore keen on making GBP
      transactions more expensive and difficult, especially out of Buenos
      Aires.

      Do buy cash Argentine pesos in the UK only if that currency is
      rated not more than 6% above the actual mid-market rate (see
      
      http://www.xe.com/currencyconverter/convert/?Amount=1&From=GBP&To=ARS
      ).

      Otherwise buy cash US dollars in your country, as the USD
      definitely is Argentina's reference currency and therefore can be
      exchanged virtually anywhere and mostly at non-abusive rates, in
      contrast to most other currencies.

      The EUR cash exchange rates within Argentina are rather less
      attractive than the USD rates. Bringing cash EUR to Argentina is
      therefore only recommendable if you already possess EUR (i.e. if
      you don't have to buy them with another currency).

      From October 2011 till December 2015, the Argentine government
      had enforced strict foreign currency controls in an attempt to slow
      down the constant devaluation of the Argentine peso, making the the
      purchase of foreign currency nearly impossible. This created an
      unofficial exchange rate that had reached up to 55% more for
      foreign currencies than the official rate. In December 2015, this
      control of the official exchange rate had been abolished, which
      made the gap between the official and the unofficial US dollar
      (called Dolar Blue in Argentina) seemingly disappear (see
      http://www.lanacion.com.ar/dolar-hoy-t1369
      ).

      In the city centre of Buenos Aires, along Florida and Lavalle,
      criers call out “cambio cambio”. These criers represent what are
      referred to locally as “los Arbolitos”. The running exchange rate
      is called the “green” rate. The down side here is you need to be
      educated on how to detect false bills. You're not going to get a
      stack of false bills but you do run a risk of having a false ARS100
      banknote interspersed in your stack of pesos.

      If you have good contacts within Argentina you might be able to
      exchange your money at a “cueva” (cave), like most Argentines do,
      at the “dolar blue” rate. This is not an opportunity you should
      expect though, as cuevas are passed on by referral. You can also
      make some purchases in US dollars or euros but this only advisable
      for larger ticket items, and only in some shops. Some smaller
      hotels may be willing to give you a better rate if paid in cash US
      dollars or euros.

      Counterfeit
      Money[edit]

      Counterfeit bills don't make it very far in Argentina.
      Counterfeiters are quite talented, but the residents are very good
      at spotting them. It's rare to be given a false ARS50 or ARS20
      these days though it's not unheard of. All bank notes have a
      watermark in Argentina. Both ARS100 and ARS50 bank notes have a
      metallic thread incorporated into the paper. You should have enough
      to go by with just the watermark and the metallic thread.

      If you have doubts you can use other safety features to confirm
      your currency is real. There are two ARS100 bank notes in
      circulation now. The original Roca ARS100 and the new Evita ARS100.
      The Evitas have the number 100 in red, centred along the right
      obverse (face) edge and 100 on the upper left of the reverse. Rocas
      have a colour shifting 100 on the upper left obverse corner. Evitas
      have a metallic ink as well. Technically there are two versions of
      the Roca. The outsourced Brazilian press Rocas have their serial
      number in black on the bottom left of the obverse and the Argentine
      printed are in red along the left edge of the obverse. Another
      thing that may jump out in a counterfeit, is the feel. Paper
      without a cotton content feels different, and doesn't hold up well
      in daily use so is usually new. The ink on a real bill has texture
      as well, it's Intaglio printed.

      Clothing[edit]

      The fashion and art scenes are booming. Buenos Aires' signature
      European-South American style overflows with unique art pieces,
      art deco furniture, and antiques. Creative and independent,
      local fashion designers - who are becoming a source of inspiration
      for the US and European high-end markets - compose their
      collections based on lots of leather, wools, woven fabrics, and
      delicate laces with a gaucho twist. At times, the exchange rate can
      present good value for international tourists. For example, in
      early 2006 the dollar and the euro were strong in comparison with
      the then-weak Argentina peso.

      Fashionable clothing and leather products can be found in most
      commercial areas; jackets, boots and shoes are easily available.
      However, Buenos Aires has a relatively mild climate, so truly
      cold-weather gear is harder to find here. Long coats or heavy
      gloves may not be in stock; similarly, jeans and other basics have
      a thin construction compared with those in cooler countries. The
      Andes regions and Patagonia are considerably colder in the winter,
      so thick clothing is much easier to find here.

      Electronics are not cheap, as they are subject to heavy import
      tariffs. The price of music, books, and movies lags slightly behind
      changes in the exchange rate and can offer a bargain if the
      volatile exchange rates are in your favour.

      Most free standing shops in Buenos Aires are open 10:00-20:00 on
      weekdays, and some of them also Saturdays and Sundays, depending on
      what area of the city they are in. Enclosed malls, however, set
      their own hours, and are also open on the weekends.

      Most places outside of the city of Buenos Aires, where most
      stores remain open during a siesta, still observe a siesta from
      approximately 12:00-16:00; almost all businesses are closed during
      this time. The precise closing hours vary from store to store,
      according to the preferences of the owner. Shops and offices
      generally open again in the evening until 21:00 or 22:00.

      If you want to use a debit or credit card, the checkout operator
      in places like supermarkets will require you to present both your
      card and a form of identification such as a drivers' license.
      Present both simultaneously at checkout and with confidence. A lack
      of confidence will lead to a request for your passport as
      identification. For larger purchases such as long-distance bus
      tickets you will need to present your passport and your credit
      card. Although this makes shopping difficult, do try to keep your
      passport in a location such as a hotel-room safe.

      As of 2011, unlike other parts of South America such as Peru,
      the credit card purchasing systems do not support credit card PINs.
      So, if you enabled PIN in your home country do not expect the
      Argentinian restaurant, hotel, or retailer to ask for you to key it
      in. Instead, they will ask for your signature, which is normal.

      Argentinian breakfasts are somewhat light compared to what
      travellers from English-speaking countries are accustomed to.
      Typically, they consist of a hot drink (coffee, tea, milk) with
      some toast, medialunas (croissants, literally "halfmoons"), or
      bread.

      Hotels typically provide a free buffet consisting of coffee,
      tea, drinkable yoghurt, assorted pastries and toast, fruit, and
      perhaps cereal. These kinds of breakfasts are also readily
      available in the many cafes.

      Lunch is a big meal in Argentina, typically taken in the early
      afternoon. Lunch is so big because dinner is not until late:
      20:30-21:00 at the earliest, more commonly at 22:00 or even later.
      Most restaurants do not serve food until then except for pastries
      or small ham-and-cheese toasted sandwiches (tostados), for
      afternoon tea between 18:00 and 20:00. Tea is the one meal that is
      rarely skipped. A few cafes do offer heartier fare all day long,
      but don't expect anything more substantial than pizza or a milanesa
      (breaded meat fillets) or a lomito (steak sandwiches) outside of
      normal Argentine mealtimes. Dinner is usually eaten at 22:00 and
      typically consists of appetizers, a main course, and desserts.

      By the way, North Americans should beware that Argentinians use
      the term "entrée" to refer to appetizers. This is common outside of
      North America but can surprise some Canadians and most Americans.
      Only in North America (outside of the province of Quebec) is the
      "entrée" a "main dish". In Argentina the main dish is a "plato
      principal".

      The entrée in Argentina typically consists of empanadas
      (baked pastries with a meat filling), chorizo (with bread
      this is called a choripan, the most common street snack) or
      morcilla (meat or blood sausage), and assortments of achuras
      (entrails). For a main dish there is usually bife de chorizo
      (sirloin / New York Strip steak) and various types of salads.
      Dessert is often a custard with dulce de leche and whipped cream
      topping.

      Beef is a prominent component of the Argentine diet and
      Argentine beef is world-famous for good reason. Argentina and
      Uruguay are the top 2 countries in the world in consumption of meat
      per capita. Definitely check out Argentine barbecue: asado,
      sometimes also called parrillada, because it is made on a parrilla,
      or grill. There is no way around it - foodwise Argentina is
      virtually synonymous with beef. The beef is some of the best in the
      world, and there are many different cuts of meat. Lomo (tenderloin)
      and bife de chorizo are excellent. "Costillas" (ribs) is considered
      by locals the real "asado" meat cut and is very tasty. North
      Americans will see that costillas are different to those at home.
      Argentinians cut ribs perpendicular to the bone. Having a
      parrillada dinner is one of the best ways to experience Argentine
      cuisine; preferably with a bottle of wine and a good amount of
      salads. In some popular areas, parrilladas are available from small
      buffets, or sidewalk carts and barbecue trailers. Skewers and steak
      sandwiches can then be purchased to go.

      Given that a large portion of Argentines are of Italian, Spanish
      and French descent, such fare is very widespread and of high
      quality; pizzerias and specialized restaurants are very common.
      Argentines take pizza seriously and consider their pizza to be
      better than Italian or American pizza. The standout characteristic
      of Argentine pizza is the excessive amount of cheese in the pizza,
      usually not with much sauce and a very thick base (thinner bases
      are also commonly found depending on the pizzeria). You can order
      by the slice and eat standing up or order it whole at the table.
      Take note that a convention observed in Argentina is to treat the
      pasta and sauce as separate items; some travellers have found out
      what they thought was cheap pasta only to find that they were not
      getting any sauce. You will see the pasta for one price and then
      the sauces for an additional charge.

      Cafes, bakeries, and ice-cream shops (heladerías) are
      very popular. Inexpensive and high-quality snacks can be found in
      most commercial areas, and many have outdoor seating areas.
      Empanadas (turnovers) containing meats, cheeses, or many other
      fillings can be bought cheaply from restaurants or lunch counters.
      The Alfajor is a must try snack of a two cookies with a dulce de
      leche filling and can be purchased at virtually any local kiosco.
      Every local have their favourite Alfajor brand but one of the most
      popular may be Havanna (which is also a coffee house chain or
      Argentina's Starbucks, and also sells their famous alfajores).

      Heladerias in Argentina are generally of good quality and are
      almost similar to Italian gelato in texture and flavour. Popular
      high-end (but also high quality) chains are: Persicco, Freddo,
      Volta. There are cheaper chains like Grido but is usually
      considered as sub-par ice cream. There are also many individual
      artisnal helederias which make good helados. An Argentine
      idiosyncrasy is home-delivery ice cream. It is not uncommon to get
      home-delivered ice cream at 3am!

      Smoking is now prohibited in most Buenos Aires' restaurants and
      all of Mendoza's restaurants. In some cities, it´s forbidden in all
      public buildings (cafés, shops, banks, bus stations, etc), so it´s
      better to ask before smoking anywhere.

      Tipping of 10% in restaurant is customary and expected, even if
      the bill includes a service charge and a table charge. Usually only
      applies to sit down restaurant with table service.

      Yerba mate (pronounced in two syllables, 'MAH-tae') is a
      traditional Argentine herbal drink, prepared in a hollowed-out
      gourd which is passed around in a social setting and drunk through
      a metal straw. Though usually drunk hot, mate can also be
      served cold, usually known as "tereré". Terere is preferred by the
      populace in Paraguay. Mate contains less caffeine than coffee, but
      contains other vitamins and minerals that give it a stimulating
      effect, particularly to those who are not used to it. It is
      naturally rather bitter, so it's not uncommon to add sugar. The
      drinking of mate with friends is an important social ritual in
      Argentina. The informal tea ceremony is lead by a "cebador" or
      server and people arrange themselves in a "rueda" or wheel. Those
      who like the drink bitter and those who like it sweet are clustered
      together to aide the server.

      Argentina is renowned for its excellent selection of wine. The
      most popular being Mendoza which is rated amongst the worlds most
      popular regions due to its high altitude, volcanic soils and
      proximity to the Andes Mountains. The terrain seems to complement
      the European grape varietals with interesting notes not present
      when produced in other climates, this allows the Argentine wine to
      be positioned in a league of its own. The best way to experience
      and understand the selection of Argentine varietals is one of the
      many tasting events.

      Most restaurants serve a broad range of liquors. Beer is offered
      in draft form in a chopp (small glass) or served in bottles
      or cans, and is typically a light, easily drinkable lager. The most
      popular locally made brands of beer are Quilmes, Isenbeck,
      Schneider and Brahma (although it's Brazilian). Widely-available
      imports include Warsteiner, Heineken, Budweiser and Corona. There
      are now many small pubs and bars in Buenos Aires that brew beer on
      premises, but most of these offer a poor quality product compared
      to what is widely available in parts of the USA and Europe. In the
      Buenos Aires area, the Buller Brewing Company in Recoleta and the
      Antares Brewery in Mar del Plata offer excellent handcrafted
      English/American style ales. If you ask if there are "cervezas
      artesanales" you will be able to find out if there are local
      handcrafted beers.

      Fernet is widely consumed by Argentinians, especially in
      Córdoba, Santa Fe and Buenos Aires. Originally from Italy, it's a
      bitter drink made from herbs, with 40% alcohol by volume and dark
      brown in color. It can be mixed with Coke (served in bars, pubs,
      clubs) and if you go to an Argentinian house they will have Fernet
      (usually 'Branca' brand) and Coke (only normal Coke, never Zero or
      Light or Pepsi) to offer you. Also, Fernet is usually served as a
      digestif after a meal, but may also be enjoyed with coffee and
      espresso, or mixed into coffee and espresso drinks. It may be
      enjoyed at room temperature or with ice.

      Cafes often have fresh-squeezed fruit juices, which is otherwise
      hard to find. The legal drinking age is officially 18, although
      most establishments will serve anyone approximately 16 or
      older.

      A wide range of accommodation possibilities are available in
      Buenos Aires and the rest of the country, from student hostels to homey bed and
      breakfasts to trendy boutique hotels in the city to luxurious
      palaces and modern five-star hotels. There are also many beautiful
      lake-side lodges in Patagonia, and fabulous regional farms
      (estancias) outside the cities.

      Many vacation cabañas (cabins or weekend houses) are
      available for short-term rent directly from the owners in the
      mountains, seaside, and in rural areas. Drive around and look for
      signs saying alquiler ("rental"), or check the classified
      section of any major newspaper.

      Bear in mind that except in the 5-star hotels, usually the rooms
      are not as large as in hotels around the world.

      There are a lot of public and private quality institutes who
      give Spanish lessons, and many more for Tango lessons, Argentinean
      art and literature, architecture. The Universidad of Buenos Aires
      has a department dedicated to Spanish lessons with limited
      spaces.

      Apart from Buenos Aires, Mendoza is another popular and excellent place to
      take Spanish lessons for those who want a more idyllic setting (see
      the entry for Mendoza for details). The city of Rosario is also an important
      centre of culture and arts, and its National University of Rosario
      [14]
      offers lessons for foreign visitors; the city has a population of
      approximately 1.2 million inhabitants and is less than 400 km north
      of Buenos Aires, which makes it a smaller and more relaxed option
      than the metropolis.

      Education in Argentina is free for everyone, no matter the
      level, and it has a good quality.

      Stay
      safe[edit]

      There is plenty of activity and foot traffic throughout the
      night. Nice areas have a very thorough police presence, perhaps one
      officer per 3 blocks, plus store security and auxiliary patrols.
      Public security in all major cities like Buenos Aires, Córdoba and Rosario is handled by the Federal Police and
      the National Gendarmerie or the Naval Prefecture, especially in the
      Puerto Madero area of Buenos Aires.

      As in any large city, certain particular neighbourhoods in
      Buenos Aires and other cities are very dangerous. Some shady
      neighbourhoods include Retiro, Villa Lugano, La Boca and Villa
      Riachuelo. Ask trusted locals, such as hotel desk staff or police
      officers, for advice. Pay attention to your environment and trust
      your instincts. If an area seems questionable, leave.

      Most robberies are not violent, if it is just give the robbers
      everything, because they may be on drugs, drunk, have a knife or a
      gun; in most cases, if your wallet is stolen, you won't even notice
      until hours later. In the unlikely event that you are confronted by
      a mugger, simply hand over your valuables - they are replaceable.
      Watch out for pickpockets in the subway and on crowded city
      streets. Never hang your purse or bag from the back of your chair
      in a cafe or restaurant - stealthy theft from such bags is common.
      Keep your purse or backpack on the floor between your legs while
      you eat.

      Popular demonstrations are very common in Buenos Aires, and very
      rarely violent, though you should exercise caution and observe them
      from a safe distance.

      The dangers of hailing a taxi have received lots of press but
      are no longer common. Since 2005 the government cracked down on
      illegal taxis very successfully. Petty crime continues (like taking
      indirect routes, or less commonly, changing money for
      counterfeits). Taxicabs that loiter in front of popular tourist
      destinations like the National Museum are looking for tourists.
      Stay away from them. Your chance of falling prey to a scam
      increases in these situations. Stopping a cab a block or two away
      on a typical city street where others locals would do the same is
      good choice. Also having small bills will help you avoid issues
      mentioned, as well you will often find taxis that don't have change
      for 100 peso bills.

      Carry some ID with you, but not your original passport. A copy
      of it (easily provided by your own hotel) should be enough.

      Many people in the street and in the subway hand out small cards
      with horoscopes, lottery numbers, pictures of saints, or cute
      drawings on them. If you take the card, the person will ask for
      payment. You can simply return the card along with a no,
      gracias. or simply in silence if your Spanish is not good.
      Persistent panhandlers are usually not dangerous; a polite but firm
      no tengo nada ("I don't have anything") and/or hand gestures
      are usually enough.

      Sidewalks are often uneven and poorly maintained.

      Ezeiza
      International Airport Security Warning[edit]

      In July 2007, Argentina's TV network "Canal 13" conducted an
      investigation revealing that a group of security operators at the
      airport are stealing valuable objects such as iPods, digital
      cameras, cellular phones, sun glasses, jewellery and laptops while
      scanning the checked luggage of passengers. According to the
      special report, security operators at the airport should check each
      bag before putting it into the plane; however, some operators take
      advantage of the scanner machine to detect valuable objects and
      steal them. The report states that this event occurs every day and
      that the stolen items include anything from electronic devices to
      perfumes and works of art.

      Travellers and residents are strongly encouraged to place
      high-value items in their carry-on luggage to prevent any
      incidents.

      Note: police officers will often try to get you to bribe them to
      prevent a traffic ticket being issued. The best thing to do is to
      give them the money (they will keep you at a stop for a long time
      if you don't.) However, if you do wish to take the ticket they will
      give it to you without any problems.

      Since 2011 the currency exchange market is regulated by the
      government making it difficult for locals to get foreign currency.
      This opened a new brand parallel business because the US dollar and
      euro prices are much lower officially than the real market demands.
      It's tempting and of course good business to make the trip to
      Argentina with cash and make a direct deal instead of exchanging
      money at the bank for almost half or use the credit card with
      official rates charged but it is important to be wary of scams in
      the places where these operations happen. They're called "caves"
      and are hard to find, or the other way is to exchange currency with
      the street sellers. Neither are not safe at all because this is
      often the way to inject fake money in circulation. It is advisable
      to contact any Exchange Delivery service, fix an appointment and
      they will get you at your accommodation location an make the
      transaction currency exchange directly without problems

      Emergency
      numbers[edit]

      
      	Ambulance (Immediate Health Emergency Service, SAME):
      107

      	Firemen (National Firemen Corps): 100

      	Police (Argentine Federal Police): 101 (currently
      Argentina is implementing a 911 service, but at the time of this
      writing it is available only in a few cities, which include Buenos
      Aires and Mar del Plata)

      	Tourist Police: (011) 4346-5748 / 0800-999-5000

      

      Stay
      healthy[edit]

      Visiting Argentina doesn't raise any major health worries.
      Certain vaccinations may be necessary for visitors, depending on
      where in Argentina you plan to visit. Yellow Fever vaccinations are
      recommended for those visiting the Northern forests. Different
      climate conditions might take your body by surprise, so be aware of
      the weather before you arrive. A bout of travellers' diarrhea is
      the most you're likely to have to worry about as your body adjusts
      to local micro-organisms in the food. It's also best to ease
      yourself gently into the local diet – sudden quantities of red
      meat, red wine, strong coffee and sweet pastries can be very
      unsettling for a stomach used to gentler repasts – and though tap
      water in Argentina is safe to drink, if sometimes heavily
      chlorinated, you may prefer to err on the side of caution in rural
      areas in the north of the country.

      Although oral contraceptives are sold over the counter, without
      a prescription, a woman considering taking them is well advised
      first to consult a wise and licensed physician about their proper
      use, as well as possible contraindications and side effects.

      Hospitals are free. They won´t charge you for any treatment, but
      it is customary to offer a contribution, if you have the means.

      As of November 2012 there is advertising concerning preventive
      measures against dengue fever coming from Brazil and Bolivia in
      Argentina's northern regions. Locals from Tucumán, Salta and Jujuy
      state there's generally not much danger but add that it is better
      to be safe than sorry. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dengue_fever#Prevention

      Respect[edit]

      The 2001 peso crisis has left many Argentines bitter towards
      some authorities and institutions. While many shops will appreciate
      payment in US dollars or Euros and even offer you a better exchange
      rate than the banks, try to blend in elsewhere. Keep a supply of
      pesos on hand for those businesses that do not accept dollars.

      As of December 2011, it is nearly impossible to obtain US
      dollars. They can no longer be obtained through the automated
      teller machines. In order to receive dollars for pesos, the
      official agencies require a receipt from an Argentinian bank (for
      the amount of pesos), an official form of identification, and a
      copy of the individual's ATM/bank card. Damaged bills or those
      larger than a $20 US are very undesirable and may be declined. If
      you need to get US dollars, you can withdraw them from an ATM in
      Uruguay.

      Conversation[edit]

      Argentines are very engaging people who may ask very personal
      questions within minutes after first meeting someone. They will
      expect you to do the same. Failing to do so would signify lack of
      interest in the other person.

      Don't be offended if someone calls you a "boludo". Even though
      it's a swear word, to Argentines it means "pal", or "mate"
      (depending on the tone it is said). Argentinean people are infamous
      for the amount of cursing they do, so if they are talking to you
      don't pay attention to the cursing. If Argentineans are mad,
      teasing you or making fun of you, you will tell by the expression
      of their face or the tone of their voice as well as even more
      cursing than usual.

      Also, don't be offended if an Argentinean says things to you in
      a very direct manner: this is very usual among locals and sometimes
      offends foreigners. Argentineans are very emotional and extremists,
      both when telling good things or bad things to anyone. You'll also
      see that they have an acid humor, make fun of themselves in every
      aspect, and sometimes they will make fun of you. Just reply back
      with another joke if this is the case; locals won't take it as an
      offence.

      Taxi drivers (especially old people) are very friendly and
      usually very well informed about anything. Feel free to talk about
      whatever you want. Some of them even know lot of history and
      politics of the city.

      Try not to compare "dulce de leche" unfavourably with anything
      else in the world, likewise for Argentinian meat; doing it will be
      considered insulting.

      Greeting[edit]

      Cheek kissing is very common in Argentina, especially in bigger
      cities, among and between women and men. People make contact with
      right cheeks, and make a light "kiss sound" but not touch the cheek
      with their lips (only once, two kisses -right and then left- is
      very rare). When two women, or opposite sexes first meet, it is not
      uncommon to kiss. Two men will first shake hands if they do not
      know each other, but will probably kiss when departing, especially
      if they have spoken for a while. Male friends cheek kiss every time
      when greeting, it is like a sign of trust. Trying to shake hands
      when offered a kiss will be considered odd, but never rude
      especially if you are an obvious foreigner. Remember when visiting
      another country its always interesting to try new customs.

      In the rest of the country, regular handshaking applies. Also
      women will greet by kissing as described above, but it's reserved
      to other women and to men they are acquainted with. All the
      aforementioned applies elsewhere in Latin America and in the
      Iberian Peninsula (except the man to man cheek kissing, which is
      not common elsewhere).

      Since some Argentineans are extremely die-hard football fans,
      try to avoid wearing rival soccer jerseys, as one bad turn on the
      wrong street, or walking into a bar wearing the wrong colours,
      could be dangerous in low-class neighborhoods. You can wear
      European football club jerseys with an Argentinean player's name on
      the back (for example: a Manchester City jersey with Aguero's name,
      an Olympique Lyonnais jersey with Lopez's name, a Barcelona jersey
      with Messi's name, etc.). If you really want to wear a jersey, the
      safest plan is to wear an Argentina national team jersey.

      During mid-late 2009 until the time of writing (March 2012),
      Argentine "barrabravas" (An equivalent of the term "Hooligans")
      have spiked in activity, causing various degrees of vandalism,
      assault, and deadly shootings in a few occasions due to football
      debates. It is recommended not to wear local football clothing too
      often, and you will be better off if you avoid using football
      clothing altogether.

      The Perú national football colours (and jersey
      design) are almost identical to those of local team River Plate, so
      be cautious as to avoid misunderstandings.

      Punctuality and Perception of
      Time[edit]

      Argentinians generally take a relaxed attitude towards time.
      This can be unsettling to visitors from North America and non-Latin
      parts of Europe where punctuality is highly valued. You should
      expect that your Argentine contacts will be at least 10 to
      15 minutes late for any appointment. This is considered normal in
      Argentina and does not signify any lack of respect for the
      relationship. Of course, this does not apply to business
      meetings.

      If you are invited to a dinner or party at, say 21:00, it does
      not mean that you should be present at 21:00, but instead that you
      should not arrive before 21:00. You'll be welcomed anytime
      afterwards. Arriving to a party 1 hour late is normally OK and
      sometimes expected.

      This attitude extends to any scheduled activity in Argentina.
      Plays, concerts usually get going around half an hour after their
      scheduled times. Long distance buses leave on time though.
      Short-distance public transportation like city buses and the subway
      do not even bother with time estimates; they arrive when they
      arrive! Factor these elements into your calculations of how long
      things will take.

      Delayed bus or train departures are not uncommon, especially in
      big cities. This is normally not a problem, as in general no one
      will expect you to be on time anyway. However, long-distance bus
      departures almost always leave on time (even if they arrive late),
      so do not count on lack of punctuality to save you when arriving
      late at bus terminals.

      Things to
      avoid[edit]

      It is wise to avoid talking about the Falkland Islands
      (Las Islas Malvinas) situation, including the 1982
      war, with Argentines. Furthermore, you should call the islands by
      their Spanish name if you wish to avoid argument and possible
      confrontation. These are very sensitive subjects to many
      Argentines, and you are likely to receive hostile treatment if you
      express any views which are supportive of the current territorial
      status.

      Avoid wearing any English and British symbols due to the above
      mentioned reasons. English and British flags as well as English
      national football (soccer) tops (who are rivals of the Argentine
      national football team during the World Cup) are definitely to be
      avoided. Although no assaults on people wearing them have been
      recorded, people might be very upset about them and you are very
      likely to receive very icy looks and treatment from the
      population.

      Also avoid talking about the Perón years and also about
      politics, the military junta and religion in general. These are
      very sensitive subjects to many Argentines and can cause a strong
      reaction as well.

      Avoid comparing Argentina with its neighbors Brazil and Chile,
      because they are considered rivals especially in the economic
      sphere.

      Same sex marriage has been legal since 2010, but in Buenos
      Aires, capital city and small towns, or the more conservative north
      of the country, people might be shocked by public displays of
      affection among homosexual couples.

      Contact[edit]

      By
      phone[edit]

      Major mobile phone providers include Movistar, Claro, and
      Personal. Visit one of their many customer service branches in
      major cities with an unlocked American or European mobile phone and
      buy a SIM card for about 10 or 20 pesos. The representative will
      sell you the card and insert it into the phone and register it
      using your name and passport number, to give you an Argentinian
      phone number.

      The next step is to load the phone with credits, which must be
      purchased at a "Locuritorio," a common storefront business offering
      phone booths, internet and more. Present your new phone number and
      your pesos to purchase time -- calls cost around 1 Peso per minute.
      These pay-as-you go SIM cards work for voice and text message, but
      not for data. For data you will need a plan and a contract, a much
      more complicated proposition. However, wifi is widely available in
      cafes.

      Due to steep government duties, iphones and ipads are very rare
      in Argentina. We spent a bit of time trying to find a SIM for our
      iPhone 5 because it uses a nano-SIM that is much smaller than the
      standard. The company Personal was able to help us, with a special
      punch tool that cuts down the size of the chip to fit into the
      phone.

      Receiving calls is usually free, except for international
      calls, and some cross network / inter-city calls - hence to keep in
      touch with people abroad it might be best to get a virtual
      number service. You can also use a free service such as Skype
      or Google Hangouts.

      Voice coverage is good but data is pretty patchy and unreliable
      even in places where it normally works. OpenSignal provide Argentina coverage
      maps covering Buenos Aires and all the major cities, these are
      crowdsourced and impartial and allow to comparison of networks.

      To reload you can buy small cards with secret numbers at many
      kiosks. Dialing *444, pressing 2 followed by 1, and entering the
      secret number does the trick.

      Not related to mobile phones, there are similar cards with
      credits for international calls. You get them at so called
      locutorios, where you can also use the phone booths. You
      dial a free number to connect to the service, then your secret
      number for the credits, and then the international phone number you
      want to call. Using these cards, a one-hour call to Europe will
      cost about ARS10 (USD3). Don't call without such cards or even from
      your hotel - it will be way more expensive.

      The phone numbering plan in Argentina is hopelessly complicated
      for foreigners. Do check out the Wikipedia article about it to find
      out more.

      
      	Directory Listing (The White Pages): 110

      	International Operator: 000

      	National Operator: 19

      	Collect National Calls: 19 from regular phones, *19 from public
      phones

      	Mobile phone numbers start with 15

      	Regional code for Buenos Aires: 11

      

      Other useful phone numbers include:

      
      	Official Time: 113

      	Consumer Defence: +54 11 5382-6216/17

      

      All 2 and 3-digit numbers are free, except the official time
      service (113). All 0800 numbers are toll-free numbers.

      Long distance calls from Argentina: You may use calling card,
      0.18 Peso/min or 5.90 ¢/min for calling from Argentina to USA.

      Don't even try using payphones.

      By
      internet[edit]

      Many cafes and restaurants offer free Wi-Fi with an
      advertisement in their windows. All you need to do is buy a coffee
      and ask for the password.

      There are also many 'cyber cafes' or kiosks that rent out the
      use of a computer for a couple of pesos per hour (less than a
      dollar per hour). This computer rental includes the use of internet
      on the computer and the computers also typically has at least some
      form of Microsoft Office. These cyber cafe's may or may not allow
      food in their establishments.

      If you have a smartphone (unlocked if you bring it from home) it
      can be quite affordable to buy a local SIM card and use the
      internet from the cellular network (pretty good quality 3G most of
      the time). As of early 2013, most operators seem to charge only 1
      peso per day for unlimited (or limited - ask!) use of internet. You
      can always use your phone to make a Wi-Fi hotspot and share the
      connection to your computer (watch carefully how much you use if
      you don't want to bust your budget!).

      
      
      
      	This country guide is an
      outline and needs more
      content. It has a template, but there
      may not be enough information present.
      If there are Cities and Other
      destinations listed, they may not all be at usable
      status or there may not be a valid regional structure and
      a "Get in" section describing all of the typical ways to get here.
      Please plunge forward and help it grow!
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      NOTE: The CDC has identified Brazil as an affected area of the Zika
      outbreak. Pregnant women are advised to be cautious as the virus
      can lead to birth defects. Adults affected by the virus experience
      fever, rash, joint pain, and conjunctivitis (red eyes) typically
      lasting a week. You can learn more by visiting the
      official CDC website.
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      	Quick Facts
      

      
      	Capital
      	Brasilia
      

      
      	Government
      	federal republic
      

      
      	Currency
      	Brazilian real (BRL)
      

      
      	Area
      	8,514,877km²

      water: 55,460km²

      land: 8,459,417km²
      

      
      	Population
      	205,338,000
      

      
      	Language
      	official: Portuguese

      recognized in some States: Talian, Pomeranian, Hunsrik, and
      German

      also spoken: +180 indigenous languages, English, and Spanish
      

      
      	Religion
      	Roman Catholic 64.6%, Protestant 22.2%, none 8.0% (2010
      Census)
      

      
      	Electricity
      	127V, 60Hz with some cities using 220V,60Hz (North American or
      European plug)
      

      
      	Country code
      	55
      

      
      	Internet TLD
      	.br
      

      
      	Time Zone
      	UTC -3 (-2 to -4)
      

      
      	
      

      
      

      

      Brazil (Portuguese:
      Brasil) is the largest country in South America and
      fifth largest in the world. Famous for its football (soccer)
      tradition and its annual Carnaval in Rio de Janeiro, Salvador, Recife and Olinda. It is a country of great diversity, from the
      bustling urban mosaic of São Paulo to the infinite cultural energy of
      Pernambuco and
      Bahia, the wilderness of the
      Amazon rainforest and world-class landmarks such as the Iguaçu Falls,
      there is plenty to see and to do in Brazil.

      Understand[edit]

      Brazil was inhabited solely by indigenous people, mainly of the
      Tupi and Guarani ethnic groups. Settling by the
      Portuguese began late in the 16th century, with the extraction of
      valuable wood from the pau brasil tree, from which the
      country draws its name. Brazil was settled by the Portuguese and
      not the Spanish, as were the rest of Central, South and parts of
      North America in the New World. Despite Portuguese rule, some parts
      of Brazil formed a Dutch colony between 1630 and 1654. They founded
      several cities, such as Mauritsville (actually Recife, capital of the state of Pernambuco, at the edge of
      North-East of the country), and many sugar cane plantations. The
      Dutch fought a grim jungle war with the Portuguese, and without the
      support of the Republic of their homeland due to a war with
      England, the Dutch surrendered to the Portuguese, though they did
      not officially recognize Portuguese rule, which led to an all-out
      war with Portugal off the coast of Portugal in 1656. In 1665 the
      Peace Treaty of The Hague was signed, Portugal lost its Asian
      colonies and had to pay 63 tons of gold to compensate the Dutch
      Republic for the loss of its colony.

      Brazil became the centre of the Portuguese Empire by 1808, when
      the King Dom João VI (John VI) fled from Napoleon's invasion of
      Portugal and established himself and his government in the city of
      Rio de
      Janeiro.

      The following centuries saw further exploitation of the
      country's natural riches such as gold and rubber, alongside the
      rise of an economy based largely on sugar, coffee and African slave
      labour. Meanwhile, extermination and Christianizing of natives kept
      its pace, and in the 19th and 20th centuries a second wave of
      immigration took place, mainly Italian, German (in southern
      Brazil), Spanish, Japanese (in São Paulo and Paraná states) and
      Portuguese, making Brazilian culture and society complex and
      unique.

      Following three centuries under the rule of Portugal, Brazil
      became an independent nation on September 7th, 1822. Until 1889
      Brazil was an Empire under the rule of Dom Pedro I and his son Dom
      Pedro II. By this time, it became an emerging international
      power.

      But during these three and a half centuries, Brazil was the
      nation in the Americas with the most widespread slavery, the first
      to bring African people to work by force, and the last to set them
      free. Due to English laws against slavery (some argue more for
      economic contests than humanity reasons) and fighting between white
      and black people, slaves and free, for abolition, slavery ended in
      1888. But freedom didn't mean equality to the now-free black people
      and their descendants.

      By far the largest, most populous and prosperous country in
      Latin America, it has also overcome more than two decades
      (1964-1985) of a brutal military dictatorship that imprisoned,
      exiled, tortured, and murdered potential opponents, most of them
      innocent civilians. These dark times are known as "Os Anos de
      Chumbo" (Years of Lead) and are still a taboo topic. Only recently,
      with the establishment of a National Truth Commission (2011), has
      the nation begun to face the human rights abuses that accompanied
      the U.S.-supported coup that overthrew democratically-elected Joao
      Goulart in 1964. Gradually Brazil has returned to democratic rule,
      while facing the challenge of keeping its industrial and
      agricultural growth and developing its interior. Exploiting vast
      natural resources and a large labor pool, today Brazil is Latin
      America's leading economic power and a regional leader,
      overshadowing the likes of Mexico, Colombia and Argentina. High rates of political corruption and
      unequal income distribution that worsened during the dictatorship,
      though softening from 2004 onwards--especially under the last two
      presidents, Lula and Dilma--remain a pressing problem. A
      consequence of this inequality is a high crime rate, specifically
      in large cities.

      After 30 years of democracy, the country has grown strong, and
      despite the social problems of unequal income distribution, the
      people try to remain happy and festive.

      Culture[edit]
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      Owing to Brazil’s continental dimensions, varied geography,
      history and people, the country’s culture is rich and diverse. It
      has several regional variations, and in spite of being mostly
      unified by a single language, some regions are so different from
      each other that they look like different countries altogether.

      Music plays an important part in Brazilian identity.
      Styles like choro, samba and bossa nova are
      considered genuinely Brazilian. Caipira music is also in the
      roots of sertanejo, the national equivalent to country
      music. MPB stands for Brazilian Popular Music, which mixes several
      national styles under a single concept. Forró, a
      north-eastern happy dancing music style, has also become common
      nationwide. New urban styles include funk - name given to a
      dance music genre from Rio's favelas that mixes heavy
      electronic beats and often raunchy rapping - and
      techno-brega, a crowd-pleaser in northern states, that fuses
      romantic pop, dance music and caribbean rhythms. Brazilian funk is
      the most popular type of music they listen to. It has a constant
      and repeated beat that is always the same, it never changes. They
      keep the beat, and sing songs to it. There are more than 1000 songs
      that are funk. You might thing that people get tired of the same
      beat, but no. It is so impressive that there are so many songs that
      it never gets old. Funk could be considered tradition because of
      its strength in rhythm, and bringing people together.

      A mixture of martial arts, dance, music and game,
      capoeira was created by African slaves brought to Brazil,
      mainly from Portuguese Angola. Distinguished by vivacious complicated
      movements and accompanying music, it can be seen and practiced in
      many Brazilian cities.

      In the classical music, the Modern Period is particularly
      notable, due to the works of composers like Heitor Villa-Lobos and
      Camargo Guarnieri, who created a typical Brazilian school, mixing
      elements of the traditional European classical music to the
      Brazilian rhythms, while other composers like Cláudio Santoro
      followed the guidelines of the Second School of Vienna. In the
      Romantic Period, the greatest name was Antonio Carlos Gomes, author
      of some Italian-styled operas with typical Brazilian themes, like
      Il Guarany and Lo Schiavo. In the Classical Period,
      the most prominent name is José Maurício Nunes Garcia, a priest who
      wrote both sacred and secular music and was very influenced by the
      Viennese classical style of the 18th and early 19th century.

      Candomble and Umbanda are religions with African
      roots that have survived prejudice and persecution and still have a
      significant following in Brazil. Their places of cult are called
      terreiros and many are open to visit.

      Indigenous traits can be found in some places like the
      North, from cuisine to vocabulary. There are still many indigenous
      groups and tribes living in monstly North Region, although many
      have been deeply influenced by Western culture, and several of the
      country's surviving indigenous languages are in danger of
      disappearing completely. The traditional lifestyle and graphic
      expressions of the Wajãpi indigenous group from the state of
      Amapá were proclaimed a
      
      Masterpiece of the World's Intangible Heritage by UNESCO.

      Globo, the largest national television network, also plays an
      important role in shaping the national identity. Nine out of ten
      households have a TV set, which is the most important source of
      information and entertainment for most Brazilians, followed by the
      radio broadcast. TVs broadcast sports, movies, local and national
      news and telenovelas (soap operas)– 6-10 month-long series
      that have become one of the country’s main cultural exports.

      Throughout its history, Brazil has welcomed several different
      peoples and practices. Brazil constitutes a melting pot of the most
      diverse ethnic groups thus mitigating ethnic prejudices and
      preventing racial conflicts, though long-lasting slavery and
      genocide among indigenous populations have taken their toll.
      Prejudice is generally directed towards different social classes
      rather than between races. Nevertheless, race, or simply skin
      colour, is still a dividing factor in Brazilian society and you
      will notice the skin typically darkens as the social class gets
      lower: wealthy upper-class people are mostly white; many
      middle-class are mixed; and the majority of poor people are black.
      Nowadays, however, Afro-Brazilians and Amerindian populations are
      increasingly aware of their civil rights and of their rich cultural
      heritage, and social mobility is achievable through education.

      In general, Brazilians are a fun-loving people. While
      Southerners may be somewhat colder and more reserved, from Rio
      upwards people usually boast a captivating attitude towards life
      and truly enjoy having a good time. Some may even tell you that
      beer, football, samba, barbecue and woman is all they could crave
      for.

      Friendship and hospitality are highly praised traits, and family
      and social connections are strongly valued. To people they have
      met, or at least know by name, Brazilians are usually very open,
      friendly and sometimes quite generous. Once introduced, until
      getting a good reason not to, a typical Brazilian may treat you as
      warmly as he would treat a best friend. Brazilians are reputedly
      one of the most hospitable people in the world and foreigners are
      usually treated with respect and often with true admiration.

      Attitudes towards foreigners may also be subject to some
      difference treatment: In most of cities, anyone talking, acting or
      looking like a tourist (even other Brazilians!) could be charged
      higher prices, such as in parking lots, in restaurants, open malls,
      etc.

      Brazilians seems to be honest and genuinely friendly, but many
      are used to small acts of corruption in their everyday lives, the
      so-called "Brazilian Way" (jeitinho brasileiro). If you obviously
      look like a tourist, you are a potential target; for instance, a
      vendor may try to sell goods at higher prices, or a taxi driver may
      choose the longest route to the destination. It doesn't mean that
      you can't trust anyone, just that you have to be a bit more alert
      and careful, particularly if someone seems too friendly.

      Whereas the "Western" roots of Brazilian culture are largely
      European, especially Iberian, as evidenced by its colonial towns
      and even sporadic historic buildings between the skyscrapers, there
      has been a strong tendency in recent decades to adopt a more
      "American way of life" which is found in urban culture and
      architecture, mass media, consumerism and a strongly positive
      feeling towards technical progress. In spite of that, Brazil is
      still a nation faced towards the Atlantic, not towards Hispanic
      America, and the intellectual elites are likely to look up to
      Europe, especially France, as source of inspiration,
      rather than the US. Many aspects in Brazilian society, such as
      the educational system, are inspired by the French, and may seem
      strange at first to Anglo-Saxon visitors.

      Brazilians ARE NOT HISPANIC. Some may be offended if a visitor
      openly says that, or tends to believe that Brazilians have Spanish
      as a primary or secondary language, visitors will receive a warmer
      welcome if they try to start conversations in Portuguese, but even
      if the visitor speaks Spanish towards Brazilians, they're likely to
      answer in Portuguese.

      The contrasts in this huge country equally fascinates and shocks
      most visitors, especially Europeans, as well as the indifference of
      many locals towards the social, economic and ecological problems.
      Whereas an emerging elite of young, well-educated professionals
      indulge in amenities of modern society, child labor, illiteracy and
      subhuman housing conditions still exist even in regions blessed by
      economic growth and huge foreign investments such as São Paulo or Rio.

      As much as Brazilians acknowledge their self-sustainability in
      raw materials, agriculture, and energy sources as an enormous
      benefit for the future, most of them agree that without huge
      efforts in education there will hardly be a way out of poverty and
      underdevelopment.

      Since the beginning of the 21st century, Brazil has faced an
      increasing wave of immigration from China, Bolivia and Haiti. Brazil also has an increasing number of
      immigrants of the Middle East, specially from Syria.

      Climate[edit]

      Brazil is a huge country with different climate zones. In the
      North, near
      the equator there is a wet and a dry season; from about São Paulo down to the
      south there is spring/summer/fall/winter. The weather constantly
      changes and is sometimes a surprise. It can be scorching hot, then
      simmer down, and get very cold. It could be sunny 1 minute, and
      start raining the second minute. The warm climate is perfect for
      the beach and playing outside.

      Holidays and working
      hours[edit]

      Brazil observes the following 13 national holidays:

      
      	New Year - 1 January

      	Carnival - February/March (Movable - 7 weeks before Easter.
      Monday and Tuesday are the actual holidays, but celebrations
      usually begin on Saturday and last until 12PM of Ash Wednesday,
      when shops and services re-open.)

      	Good Friday - March/April (movable) two days before Easter
      Sunday

      	Tiradentes - 21 April

      	Labour Day - 1 May

      	Corpus Christi - May/June (movable) sixty days after Easter
      Sunday

      	Independence Day - 7 September

      	Patroness of Brazil - 12 October

      	All Souls' Day (Finados) - 2nd November

      	Republic - 15 November

      	Christmas - 25 December

      

      Working hours are usually from 08:00 or 09:00 to 17:00 or
      18:00. Banks open Monday to Friday, 10:00-16:00. Street shops tend
      to close at noon on Saturday and only re-open on Monday. Shopping
      malls normally open 10:00-22:00, Monday to Saturday, and
      15:00-21:00 on Sundays. Some malls, especially in large cities, are
      also open on Sundays, although not all the stores may be open. It
      is also possible to find 24-hour stores and small markets that are
      open even on Sundays.

      Electricity[edit]

      Brazil is one of a few countries that uses both 110 and 220
      volts for everyday appliances. Expect the voltage to change back
      and forth as you travel from one place to the next -- even within
      the same Brazilian state, sometimes even within the same building.
      There is no physical difference in the electric outlets (power
      mains) for the two voltages.

      Although Brazil has its own type of electric outlet, almost
      nobody uses it. Electric outlets usually accept both flat (North
      American), and round (European) plugs. Otherwise adaptors from flat
      blades to round pins are easy to find in any supermarket or
      hardware shop. Some outlets are too narrow for the German "Schuko"
      plugs. The best makeshift solution is to buy a cheap T-connection
      and just force your "Schuko" in, -the T will break, but it will
      work. Very few outlets have a grounding point, and some might not
      accept newer North American polarized plugs, where one pin is
      slightly larger. Again, use the cheap T. Near the border with
      Argentina, you might
      occasionally find outlets for the Australia/New Zealand-type plug.
      If crossing the border, you'll probably need this adapter as
      well.

      In 2009/2010, the IEC 60906-1 was introduced to Brazil
      and some newer buildings already have it. It is backwards
      compatible with the Europlug, but it has a receded socket. Again,
      T-plugs can be used as adapters for other common formats.

      Frequency is 60Hz, which may disturb 50Hz electric clocks.
      Blackouts are less and less frequent, but you always run a risk at
      peak of high season in small tourist towns.

      See also: Travel topics -- Electrical
      systems

      Regions[edit]

      Brazil is the fifth largest country on earth. It is divided into
      five regions, mainly drawn around state lines, but they also more
      or less follow natural, economic and cultural borderlines.

      
      
      
      
      	
      	Northeast (Alagoas, Bahia, Ceará, Maranhão, Paraíba, Pernambuco, Piauí, Rio Grande do Norte, Sergipe)

      Strong black culture (especially in Bahia) mingles with early Iberic folklore and
      Indigenous traditions. This is often considered the country's most
      beautiful coastline, and has the sunniest and hottest climate; but
      it is also the country's driest and poorest region. Capital of the
      "Forró" musical style.
      

      
      

      
      
      
      	
      	South (Rio Grande do Sul, Paraná, Santa
      Catarina)

      Is a land of valleys and pampas where a strong gaucho
      culture (shared with Uruguay and Argentina) meets European
      influences. It has the best standard of living in Brazil with only
      two large cities (Curitiba and Porto Alegre) and several mid-size cities and
      rural settlements. Great German, Italian, Polish and Ukrainian
      immigration took place in the region during the 19th century.
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      Brazil has many exciting cities, ranging from pretty colonial
      towns and coastal hideouts to hectic, lively metropolises; these
      are a few of the more prominent travel destinations:

      
      	Brasília - The
      capital of Brazil, and an architectural spectacle. Noteworthy
      buildings include a basket-shaped cathedral, the beautiful Arches
      Palace (seat of the Ministry of Justice) and others.

      	Florianópolis - The city is located in an
      island in the Atlantic Ocean in the southern state of Santa
      Catarina, with lakes, lagoons, amazing nature and more than 40
      clean, beautiful, natural beaches. Major destination for Argentines
      during the summer months.

      	Fortaleza -- The
      fifth biggest city in Brazil, blessed with beautiful beaches. Home
      of the Iracema Beach street market. A good base for exploring the
      beaches of the northeastern coast, including Jericoacoara. Famed for
      forró music and comedians.

      	Manaus - Located in the
      heart of the Amazon, is the capital of Amazonas
      State and it is also the biggest city of the Amazon. At Manaus the
      rivers Negro and Solimões meet to become the Amazonas River. The
      best place to go to visit the Amazon rainforest. It is a gateway to
      the Anavilhanas and to Jaú National Park.

      	Porto
      Alegre-- a major city between Argentina and São Paulo and
      gateway to Brazil's fabulous Green Canyons.

      	Recife - A city in the
      Northeast region, originally settled by Dutch colonizers. Nicknamed
      "The Brazilian Venice", it is built on several islands linked by
      many bridges. Rich in history, art and folklore. Do not miss
      neighboring Olinda and
      Porto de
      Galinhas. The city is also a gateway to the amazing archipelago
      of Fernando de Noronha.

      	Rio de
      Janeiro - World famous, beautiful city that welcomes visitors
      with that big statue of an open-armed Jesus atop Corcovado
      Hill.

      	Salvador - The
      first capital of Brazil is home to a unique blend of indigenous,
      African and European cultures. Its Carnival fun is famous, and the
      influence of African culture and religion is remarkable.

      	São Paulo -
      Brazil's largest, richest and most cosmopolitan city, where you can
      find strong influences of several ethnicities, including Italian,
      Korean, Japanese, German, Russian, Caribbean, Greek and Arab.

      

      Other
      destinations[edit]

      
      	Amazonia - jungle tours, wildlife, floated
      wood, the mysteries of the Amazon

      	Chapada Diamantina National
      Park

      	Chapada dos Veadeiros — cerrado
      (tropical savanna) wildlife and stunning waterfalls

      	Fernando de Noronha — tropical island
      paradise in the middle of the Atlantic ocean, is protected as a
      Marine National Park since 1997 and a World Heritage Site

      	Ilha Grande-
      a beautiful Brazilian island, about 150 km from Rio de Janeiro

      	Iguaçu
      Falls — world-famous waterfalls

      	Ilha
      do Marajó- an island at the mouth of the Amazon river

      	Ilha do Mel
      (Honey Island) - protected ecological area in the coast of
      Paraná, features the most beautiful beaches of this state. From
      there, two other islands can be reached: Superagüi and Ilha das
      Peças, both part of the Parque Nacional do Superagüi (a UNESCO
      natural heritage site).

      	Lençóis Maranhenses

      	Pantanal — the
      world's largest wetland hosts lots of eco-tourism and vast
      biodiversity, including caiman, jaguar, anaconda, giant anteater,
      primates, giant otter, and piranha

      

      Visa
      requirements[edit]

      
      	Brazil has a reciprocal visa policy with all countries, meaning
      that whenever prices and restrictions are applied to Brazilian
      visiting a country, Brazil adopts the same measures for that
      country's visitors.

      

      
      	Citizens from Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador,
      Paraguay, Peru and Uruguay may enter the country with a valid ID
      card and stay up to 90 days. Venezuelan citizens may enter the
      country with a valid ID card and stay up to 60 days.

      

      
      	No visa is required for stays of up to 90 days from holders of
      passports from these countries, unless otherwise indicated:
      Andorra, Argentina, Austria, Bahamas, Barbados, Belgium, Bolivia,
      Bulgaria, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Croatia, Czech Rep.,
      Denmark, Ecuador, El Salvador, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany,
      Greece, Guatemala, Guyana, Honduras, Hong Kong SAR passport,
      Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Israel, Italy, South Korea, Latvia,
      Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Macau, Malaysia, Malta,
      Mexico, Monaco, Morocco, Namibia, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway,
      Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Romania,
      Russia, San Marino, Singapore (30 days), Slovakia, Slovenia, South
      Africa, Spain, Suriname, Sweden, Switzerland, Thailand, Trinidad
      & Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, United Kingdom (Including British
      National (Overseas) passport holders), Uruguay, Venezuela (60 days)
      and Vatican City. Note that the immigration officer has the right
      to restrict your visa to less than 90 days, if he deems fit. (This
      has been done routinely for lone male travellers arriving in
      Fortaleza, allegedly
      to combat prostitution tourism.) He will then state the number of
      days (e.g. 60 or 30) in pen writing inside the stamp just given in
      your passport; if not, it remains as 90 days.

      

      Additionally, from 1 June to 18 September 2016, on the occasion
      of the Olympic and Paralympic Games in Rio de Janeiro, citizens of
      Australia, Canada, Japan, and the United States will be exempted
      from visa requirements for stays not exceeding 90 days for
      tourism only. (This exemption does not require travellers to
      attend the Olympic Games.)[1]

      
      	Citizens from all other countries (complete list 
      [2]) do require a visa. The fees vary depending on reciprocity:
      for example, US citizens have to pay US$160 for a tourist or
      business visa. As of February 2015, citizens of Canada should
      expect to pay at least CDN$97.50 for a tourist visa, not including
      any handling or processing fees. Cost of Brazil visa for citizens
      of Taiwan or Taiwanese passport holder pay $20 (Reference from
      Embassy of Brazil in Lima, Peru) and 5 days to process. The
      reciprocity, however, also frequently applies to visa validity: US
      citizens can be granted visas valid up to 10 years and, likewise,
      Canadian citizens for up to 5.

      

      
      	The visa process is particularly tedious for US citizens and
      special attention should be paid. There are several consulates in
      the country but you MUST apply to the consulate that covers your
      jurisdiction. You must submit a copy of your ID or a utility bill
      as proof of residence even if that is not listed anywhere. Visa
      sections do not accept telephone calls and you may have to email
      them in advance to clarify any specific situation. For a tourist
      visa, you MUST submit a copy of your plane ticket or reservation, a
      photo, and your signature. As of Dec 2015, you need to upload the
      photo and the signature online and the files must have specific
      sizes. The photo needs to have a 1.5 x 2 ratio or it would not
      upload. Each consulate will list the processing time, unless there
      is a life-or-death emergency, they would not process your
      application sooner than stated. The consulate would not even notify
      an applicant if documents are missing. If you do not have all the
      documents, your application will be denied, fee will be charged,
      and processing time starts from 0. Apply 2 to 3 months in advance
      or go in person if possible.

      

      
      	Tourist visas (including those granted on the spot in
      immigration control, as for most Europeans) can be extended at any
      office of the Policia Federal. All state capitals, and most
      border towns and international ports have one. Tourist visas only
      be extended once, for a maximum of 90 days, and under no
      circumstances can you be granted more than 180 days with a tourist
      visa for any 365-day period. You should contact the federal police
      about 1 week before your visa expires. The handling fee is
      currently R$ 67 (Oct. 2008). You may be asked for an outbound
      ticket (book a fully refundable one on the internet, then
      cancel when your visa is extended), and a proof of subsistance (for
      which your credit card is mostly accepted.) In order to apply for
      the extension, you must fill out the Emissão da Guia de
      Recolhimento on the Federal Police website, which you will carry to
      the Banco do Brasil in order to pay the fee. Do not pay the fee
      until you have spoken with a federal police officer about your
      case. If she/he denies the extension of your visa, you must have a
      bank account in Brazil in order to receive a refund.

      

      [image: Stampbrazil.jpg]

      
      	The requirement to first enter Brazil within 90 days of the
      issue of a visa now only applies to nationals of Angola, Bahrain,
      Burma, Cambodia, Cape Verde, China, Cuba, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon,
      Ghana, Greece, Honduras, Indonesia, Japan, Jordan, Korea, Kuwait,
      Laos, Libya, Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan, Paraguay, The Philippines,
      Portugal, Qatar, Syria, Switzerland, Taiwan, Thailand, and Tunisia.
      Failure to enter Brazil within 90 days will invalidate the visa,
      no matter how long it is otherwise valid for.

      

      
      
      
      	
      Entry vs. exit stamps

      Immediately after your passport is stamped by the Brazilian Federal
      Police, ensure that the last number on the right-end of the stamp
      is an odd number. A number 1 (air)/3 (boat)/5 (car/bus) indicates
      that you entered the country and a number 2/4/6 indicates that you
      exited. Some federal police officers have mistakenly given
      foreigners the even number stamp upon entering. If you have the
      even number stamp and try to extend the visa in a city that is not
      your port of entry, you will be told to return to the city where
      you received the incorrect stamp so that it may be corrected before
      you can receive the extension.

      
      

      
      

      
      	By law you are required to produce your outbound ticket upon
      entry, but this is only enforced in exceptional cases. Even if you
      are asked, you could often get away with explaining that you are
      taking the bus to Argentina, and couldn't buy the ticket in, say,
      Europe.

      

      
      	If you overstay your tourist visa, you will be fined R$8.28 per
      day (as of October 2007), for a maximum of 100 days. This means
      that even if you stay illegally for 5 years, the fine will never
      exceed R$828. You will be made to pay this at the border crossing.
      As this can take time, it could be wise to do it a few days up
      front at a federal police office, especially if you have a domestic
      to international flight connection. The federal police will then
      give you 8 days to get out of the country. If you don´t pay your
      fine upon exiting, you will have to pay the next time you enter.
      The fact that you have been fined for overstaying in the past does
      not normally imply future difficulties with immigration, but you´d
      better keep all receipts and old passports for reference.

      

      
      	If you want to enter/exit the country for some reason without
      coming in contact with the immigration authorities, there are
      numerous tiny border towns that have virtually no control. You will
      perhaps be told by the local police (who don´t have stamps or
      computer registers for immigration) to contact the federal police
      in such and such nearby town.

      

      
      	When you are travelling from certain tropical regions to Brazil
      you need a yellow fever vaccination and the certificate showing you
      had this. Note that it is illegal to bring in animals, meat,
      dairy, seeds, plants, eggs, honey, fruit, or any kind of
      non-processed food without a permit. Contact
      [vigiagro@agricultura.gov.br] for more information.

      

      By
      plane[edit]

      
      
      
      	
      Your legal rights and duties as an air passenger under
      Brazilian law


      
      	Free check-in baggage allowance: On international
      flights departing from Brazil, all passengers are entitled to
      check-in at least 2 bags (each weighing up to 32 kg) free of
      charge. On domestic flights within Brazil (on aircraft with more
      than 31 seats), all passengers are entitled to check-in bags that
      weigh up to 23kg in total free of charge.

      

      
      	ID requirements: On domestic flights within Brazil,
      foreign nationals must present a valid passport at check-in
      and the boarding gate; alternatively, a national identity
      card/diplomatic credentials may be accepted based on agreements
      between Brazil and the issuing country. On international flights,
      foreign nationals must present a valid passport (and visa for the
      destination country if required); alternatively, a national
      identity card/diplomatic credentials may be accepted based on
      agreements between Brazil and the issuing country.

      

      
      	Assistance from your airline in the event of a flight delay,
      cancellation or refused boarding:
      
      	1 hour waiting time - free communication (e.g. phone calls,
      internet etc)

      	2 hours waiting time - free communication + snacks + water

      	4 hours waiting time - free communication + snacks + water +
      accommodation + transportation to/from accommodation (plus the
      option to reroute or obtain a refund if desired)

      

      

      

      
      

      
      

      

      The cheapest airfares are from February (after Carnaval) to May and
      from August to November. Tickets from New York, for instance, can cost as
      little as US$699 including taxes. Many undersubscribed flights
      within Brazil can be had for bargain prices.

      By far the largest international airport in Brazil is São
      Paulo-Guarulhos International Airport (IATA: GRU 
      ICAO: SBGR), the hub of TAM airlines [3], which has direct flights to
      many capital cities in South America. Other direct flights
      include:

      
      	North America: New York, Chicago, Detroit, Los Angeles, Miami, Orlando, Atlanta, Charlotte, Washington, D.C., Houston, Dallas, Toronto and Mexico City.

      	Europe: Lisbon and
      Porto by TAP, Madrid by Iberia and Air China,
      Barcelona by
      Singapore Airlines, Amsterdam and Paris by KLM-Air France, London by British Airways, Frankfurt and Munich by Lufthansa, Istanbul by Turkish Airlines.

      	Asia: Seoul by Korean
      Air, Beijing by Air
      China, Singapore by
      Singapore Airlines, Abu
      Dhabi by Ethiad Airways , Doha by Qatar Airways, and Dubai by Emirates.

      	Africa: Taag Angola to Luanda, South African Airways to Johannesburg, Royal Air
      Maroc to Casablanca
      and Ethiopian Airlines to Lomé and Addis Ababa.

      

      The second largest airport in Brazil is Rio de Janeiro-Galeão
      International Airport, (IATA: GIG 
      ICAO: SBGL) the home of Gol Transportes Aéreos
      [4], which flies to many
      regional destinations including Santiago, Buenos Aires and Asuncion. Other direct flights
      include:

      
      	North America: Delta Air Lines flies to Atlanta, American Airlines flies to Miami, Dallas and New York, US Airways flies to Charlotte, and United
      Airlines to Washington, D.C., and Houston.

      	Africa: Taag Angola to Luanda about 3 times a week.

      	Europe: Paris by Air
      France, Rome by Alitalia,
      London by British Airways,
      Madrid by Iberia, Amsterdam by KLM, Frankfurt by Lufthansa,
      Lisbon and Porto by TAP Portugal.

      

      From Oceania there are services avaible to Brazil through
      connections in intermediate stops: Sydney and Auckland are served by LAN Airlines with a
      connection in Santiago.
      Qantas's direct flight from Sydney to Santiago has codeshare agreements with LAN and TAM
      Airlnes making it possible to get a connection to Brazil there.
      South African Airways links Perth and Sydney to Brazil via Johannesburg. Sydney, Melbourne, Perth and Auckland are served by Emirates via Dubai. Sydney is also served by Ethiad Airways via Abu Dhabi.

      The Northeastern capitals have slightly shorter flying times to
      Europe and North America:

      Natal: Direct flights to
      Lisbon by TAP, Amsterdam by Arkefly.

      Recife: Direct flights
      to Lisbon by TAP, Madrid by Iberia, Atlanta by Delta, Miami by American Airlines and
      Frankfurt by
      Condor.

      Fortaleza: Direct
      flights to Lisbon by TAP,
      Madrid by Iberia, Cabo
      Verde by TACV, and Italy
      by Air Italy.

      In addition to the above, TAP flies directly to Salvador, Brasilia, Belo Horizonte,
      Campinas, Porto Alegre. TAP
      Portugal [5] is the foreign airline with most
      destinations in Brazil, from Lisbon and Porto, and provides extensive connection onwards to
      Europe and Africa. American Airlines has flights from Miami to Manaus, Curitiba, Porto Alegre, Brasília, Belo Horizonte and
      Salvador. Copa Airlines
      flies from its hub in Panama City to Belo Horizonte, Brasília, Porto Alegre and Manaus, provinding a wide range of destinations in
      North America, Central America and the Caribbean.

      Air travel in Brazil has increased exponentially in the past few
      years, partly as a result of the poor condition of many Brazilian
      roads(qv)and the absence of any viable railroad network (cf India).
      It is still relatively inexpensive with bargains sometimes
      available and easily the best option for long distance travel
      within the country. Some major aiports, particularly those in Sao
      Paulo and Rio, are, however, becoming very congested.

      The main border crossings are at:

      
      	with Uruguay: Chuy/Chuí, Bella
      Unión/Barra do
      Quaraí, Artigas/Quaraí,
      Aceguá/Aceguá,
      Río
      Blanco/Jaguarão,
      and between Rivera/Santana do
      Livramento

      	with Argentina: Paso
      de los Libres/Uruguaiana, Santo
      Tomé/São Borja,
      Bernardo de
      Irigoyen/Dionísio Cerqueira,
      Tobuna/Paraíso (Santa Catarina), Comandante
      Andresito/Capanema,
      and between Puerto Iguazu/Foz do
      Iguaçu

      	with Paraguay: Ciudad del Este/Foz do Iguaçu,
      Salto
      del Guaira/Guaíra, and
      between Pedro Juan
      Caballero/Ponta
      Porã

      	with Bolivia: Puerto Suarez/Corumbá, Cobija/Brasileia/Epitaciolandia, San
      Matías/Cáceres and between Riberalta/Guayaramerin/Guajará-Mirim
      (the bridge over Mamoré river will be ready in 2007)

      	with Peru: Iñapari/Assis
      Brasil

      	with Colombia: Letícia/Tabatinga No road connections on either side
      of the border.

      	with Venezuela: Santa Elena de Uairén/Pacaraima

      	with Guyana: Lethem/Bonfim

      

      In certain border towns, notably Foz do
      Iguaçu/Ciudad del Este/Puerto Iguazu, you do
      not need entry/exit stamps or other formalities for a daytrip into
      the neighbouring country. These same towns are good venues if you
      for some reason want to cross without contact with immigration
      authorities.

      Long-distance bus services connect Brazil to its neighboring
      countries.

      The main capitals linked directly by bus are Buenos Aires, Asunción, Montevideo, Santiago de
      Chile, and Lima. Direct
      connections from the first three can also be found easily, but from
      Lima it might be tricky, though easily accomplished by changing at
      one of the others. Those typically go to São Paulo, though
      Pelotas has good
      connections too. It should be kept in mind that distances between
      Sāo Paulo and any foreign capitals are significant, and journeys on
      the road may take up to 3 days, depending on the distance and
      accessibility of the destination.

      The national land transport authority has listings[6]
      in Portuguese on all operating international bus lines. Online
      tickets around the country can be found at several websites like
      Guiche Virtual[7], brasilbybus.com[8], Chegue.Lá[9],
      Embarcou.com[10] and NetViagem[11].

      Green Toad Bus [12] offers bus passes
      between Brazil and neighbouring countries as well as around Brazil
      itself.

      By
      boat[edit]

      Amazon river boats connect northern Brazil with Peru, Venezuela
      and Colombia. The ride is a gruelling 12 days upriver though. From
      French
      Guiana, you can cross the river Oyapoque, which takes
      about 15 minutes.

      By
      train[edit]

      Train service within Brazil is almost nonexistent. However,
      there are exceptions to the rule, including the Trem da
      Morte, or Death Train, which goes from Santa Cruz, Bolivia, to a small town just over the border from
      Corumbá in the State of Mato Grosso do
      Sul. There is still a train line from there all the way to
      São Paulo which
      at the moment is not in use, but bus connections to São Paulo via
      the state capital, Campo Grande, are plentiful. The journey itself
      is reputedly replete with robbers who might steal your backpack or
      its contents but security has been increased recently and the
      journey can be made without much difficulty. It goes through the
      Bolivian agricultural belt and along the journey one may see a
      technologically-averse religious community which resembles the
      USA's Amish in many ways.

      Get
      around[edit]

      By
      plane[edit]

      
      
      
      	
      Brazil Air Pass

      If you intend to visit various cities within Brazil, you should
      consider getting a Brazil Air Pass, offered by TAM or Gol— you
      purchase between 4 and 9 flight tickets which can be used at any
      time for any destination within Brazil served by the airline. A
      typical 4-ticket pass starts at around US$580 while a full 9
      tickets will run around US$1150. In addition, Gol also offers a
      cheaper flight pass good for travel only within the Northeast
      of the country. These passes can only be obtained before arrival in
      the country, and you must prove that you have already purchased
      international return trip tickets or tickets for onward travel.

      
      

      
      

      

      Air service covers most of Brazil. Note that many flights make many
      stops en route, particularly in hubs as São Paulo or Brasilia. Most
      all airports with regular passenger traffic are operated by the
      federal Infraero.[13].
      They have a very convenient website, with an English version. It
      lists all the airlines operating at each airport, and also has
      updated flight schedules.

      There are now several Brazilian booking engines that are good
      (although not perfect) for comparing flights and prices between
      different companies. They will mostly include an extra fee, hence
      it is cheaper to book on the airline's own site.

      The Brazilian airline scene completely changed at least twice
      over the last 10 years or so. The largest carriers are now
      TAM[14] and Gol [15],
      which share more than 80% of the domestic market between them. The
      traditional Varig is now just another brand of Gol. Others include
      WebJet [16], Avianca [17], and Azul [18]. TRIP [19]
      has short-haul flights to smaller airports throughout the country,
      and Pantanal [20] and Puma [21] are growing in the same
      segment. Portuguese TAP [22] has a
      few domestic code shares with TAM. There are also a number of
      regional companies, such as NHT [23](Rio Grande do
      Sul and Santa Catarina). Price differences, at least
      if a ticket is purchased on the internet well in advance, are so
      small that it´s rather meaningless to call any of these "low cost",
      although WebJet and Azul have lately been a notch cheaper for
      domestic flights.

      Booking on the domestic carriers' sites can be frustrating for
      non-Brazilian citizens. Often, you will be asked for your CPF
      (national identity number) while paying by credit card. Even if you
      -as a foreigner- have a CPF, the sites will often not recognize it.
      Gol now accepts international cards, but the system is buggy
      (Oct.2010). One trick that might work is to visit one of the
      airlines' foreign websites, although prices may vary. Many flights
      can also be found on foreign booking engines where no CPF is
      needed. If you book weeks in advance, most carriers will give you
      the option to pay by bank deposit (boleto bancário), which
      is actually payable by cash not only in banks, but also in a number
      of supermarkets, pharmacies and other stores. Buying a ticket at a
      travel agent is generally R$ 30 more expensive, noting that certain
      special offers only can be found online.

      Be aware that many domestic flights have so many stops that
      some, including yours, may be missing from the listings in the
      airports. Double check your flight number and confirm with ground
      staff.

      Certain domestic flights in Brazil are "international", meaning
      that the flight has arrived from abroad and is continuing without
      clearing all passengers through customs and immigration. This means
      ALL passengers must do this at the next stop, even those having
      boarded in Brazil. Do NOT fill out a new immigration form, but show
      what you were given upon actual arrival to Brazil.

      
      [image: ]

      

      Brazil has the largest road network in Latin America with over
      1.6 million kilometres. A car is a good idea if you want to explore
      scenic areas, e.g. the historic cities of Minas Gerais, the
      Rio-Santos highway, or the beaches in North-East Brazil. There are
      the usual car rental companies at the airports.

      Many roads are in good condition, especially in the east and
      south of the country and along the coast. In other areas and
      outside the metropolitan regions there are also gravel and dirt
      roads for which an off-road vehicle can be strongly recommended.
      This especially applies to the Amazon area where many roads are
      difficult or not at all passable during the rainy season from
      November to March. This is why it is advisable to travel with a
      good map and to be well informed about distances, road conditions
      and the estimated travel time. Road maps of the brand Guia 4
      Rodas (can be bought from most newsstands in Brazil) provide
      not only maps and distances but also information about current
      conditions of the roads. Cochera andina [24] publishes useful information
      on almost 300 routes in the country. In theory, the driving rules
      of Brazil resemble those of Western Europe or North American. In
      practice, driving in Brazil can be quite scary if you are used to
      European (even Mediterranean) or North American road culture, due
      to widespread violations of driving rules, and the toleration
      thereof.

      Distances kept to other vehicles are kept at a bare minimum,
      overtaking whenever close to possible, and changing lanes without
      much of a prior signal. Many large cities also suffer from hold-ups
      when you wait at a red light in the night. Even if there is no risk
      of robbery, many drivers (including of city buses) run red lights
      or stop signs at night when they do not see incoming traffic from
      the cross street. Drivers also indulge in "creative" methods of
      saving time, such as using the reverse direction lanes. In rural
      areas, many domestic animals are left at the roadside, and they
      sometimes wanders into the traffic. Pedestrians take enormous
      chances crossing the road, since many drivers do not bother to slow
      down if they see pedestrians crossing. The quality of the paving is
      very varied, and the presence of enormous potholes is something
      that strongly discourages night-driving. Also consider the risk of
      highway hold-ups after dark, not to mention truck drivers on
      amphetamines (to keep awake for days in a row).

      
      	In Brazil cars are driven on the right hand side of the
      road.

      	A flashing left signal means that the car ahead is warning you
      not to pass, for some reason. If the car ahead of you wants to show
      you that it is safe to pass it will flash the right signal. The
      right signal is the same signal to indicate that you're going to
      stop on the side of the road, so it means you're going to slow
      down. On the other hand the left signal is the same signal to
      indicate you're going to pass the car ahead, meaning you're going
      to speed up.

      	Flashing, twinkling headlights from the cars coming on the
      opposite side of the road means caution on the road ahead. Most of
      the time, it indicates that there are animals, cops or speed radar
      ahead.

      	Keep the doors locked when driving, especially in the larger
      cities, as robberies at stop signs and red lights are quite common
      in some areas. You'll make it much easier for the robber if he can
      simply open up the door and sit down. Be equally careful with
      keeping your windows wide open, as someone might put their hands
      inside your car and steal a wallet, for instance. Leave your
      handbags and valuables out of sight.

      

      By
      bicycle[edit]

      In smaller cities and towns the bicycle is a common means of
      transport. This does not mean that cyclists are usually respected
      by cars, trucks, or bus drivers. But you may find good roads with
      little traffic outside the cities. It is also easy to get a lift by
      a pickup or to have the bike transported by a long-distance bus.
      Cycling path are virtually non-existent in cities, except along
      certain beachfronts, such as Rio de Janeiro and Recife.

      There are a bicyclers groups around the country, e.g Sampa
      Bikers [25] in [Sao Paulo] which meets
      weekly.

      By
      train[edit]
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      Brazil's railway system was mostly wrecked during the military
      regimes. Today there are few passenger lines left:

      
      	The Serra Verde Express [26] from Curitiba to Paranaguá. This scenic
      150 km long railroad links the capital of Paraná to the coastal cities of Morretes and Paranaguá, through the
      beautiful Serra do Mar mountains covered with mata atlântica
      forest. The trip takes about 3 hours and has bilingual guides.
      Trains leave daily at 08:15 and prices start from about R$ 50
      (round-trip) - see Curitiba#Get_out for more information.

      	From São João del Rei to Tiradentes - This 35-minute trip on a steam
      train is almost like time travel. The train operates Fri-Sun, with
      departures from São João at 10:00 and 15:00 and 13:00 and 17:00
      from Tiradentes. The round trip costs R$ 16.

      	From Belo
      Horizonte to Vitória - Daily trains operated by Companhia Vale do
      Rio Doce [27]
      leave Belo Horizonte at 07:30 and Vitória at 07:00. Travel time is
      about twelve and a half hours. Tickets are sold at the train
      stations and a single 2nd class fare costs about R$ 25. Seats are
      limited and it is not possible to reserve, so it is advisable to
      buy in advance.

      	From São Luis to Parauapebas - interesting because part of it
      passes through the Amazon rainforest.

      	From Macapá to
      Serra do
      Navio

      	From Campinas to
      Jaguariuna. Part of the old Ferrovia Mogiana,
      which was built to facilitate coffee exports in the late 19th and
      early 20th century. Entertaining guides. Only at weekends and
      holidays. Some steam trains. Inexpensive. About 1 hr each way.

      

      By inter-city
      bus[edit]

      Long-distance buses are a convenient, economical, and sometimes
      (usually if you buy the most expensive ticket), rather comfortable
      way to travel between regions. The bus terminal (rodoviária)
      in cities play a role akin to train stations in many countries. You
      should check travel distance and time while traveling within
      Brazil, going from Rio de Janeiro to the south region could take
      more than 24 hours, so it may worth going by plane if you can
      afford it.

      Brazil has a very good long distance bus network. Basically, any
      city of more than 100,000 people will have direct lines to the
      nearest few state capitals, and also to other large cities within
      the same range. Pretty much any little settlement has public
      transport of some kind (a lorry, perhaps) to the nearest real bus
      station.

      Mostly you have to go to the bus station to buy a ticket,
      although most major bus companies make reservations and sell
      tickets by internet with the requirement that you pick up your
      ticket sometime in advance. In a few cities you can also buy a
      ticket on the phone and have it delivered to your hotel for an
      extra charge of some 3-5 reais. Some companies have also adopted
      the airlines' genius policy of pricing: In a few cases buying early
      can save you more than 50%. The facility of flagging a bus and
      hopping on (if there are no available seats you will have to stand,
      still paying full price) is widespread in the country. This is less
      likely to work along a few routes where armed robberies have
      happened frequently, such as those leading to the border with
      Paraguay and to
      Foz do
      Iguaçu.

      There is no one bus company that serves the whole country, so
      you need to identify the company that connect two cities in
      particular by calling the bus station of one city. ANTT, the
      national authority for land transportation, has a search engine
      [28]
      (in Portuguese) for all available domestic bus lines. Be aware that
      some big cities like São Paulo and Rio have more than one bus
      station, each one covering certain cities around. It is good to
      check in advance to which bus station you are going. Another
      website which you can check the time, prices and buy tickets online
      is BuscaOnibus [29]. Many times you need a
      CPF number to buy tickets, but recently BrasilbyBus and ClickBus
      now cater to tourist without the CPF number.

      Bus services are often sold in three classes: Regular, Executive
      and First-Class (Leito, in Portuguese). Regular may or may
      not have air conditioning. For long distances or overnight travels,
      Executive offers more space and a folding board to support your
      legs. First-Class has even more space and only three seats per row,
      making enough space to sleep comfortably. Cheaper seats sometimes
      sell out fast, so it is worth making the trip early to the
      Rodoviaria or buy online.

      All trips of more than 4 hours are covered by buses with
      bathrooms and the buses stop for food/bathrooms at least once every
      4 hours of travel.

      Brazilian bus stations, known as rodoviária or
      terminal rodoviário, tend to be located away from city
      centers. They are often in pretty sketchy areas, so if you travel
      at night be prepared to take a taxi to/from the station. There will
      also be local bus lines.

      Even if you have a valid ticket bought from elsewhere, some
      Brazilian bus stations may also require a boarding card. This can
      be obtained from the bus company, often for a supplement fee. If
      you buy a ticket in the departure bus station you will also be
      given this boarding card.

      Rodoviárias include many services, including fast-food
      restaurants, cafés, Internet cafés, toilets and left luggage. As a
      general rule, the larger the city, the more expensive the services
      (e.g. leaving a suitcase as left luggage in a smaller city may cost
      1 R$, but in Recife in might cost you 5 R$).

      When buying tickets, as well as when boarding the bus, you may
      be asked for proof of ID. Brazilian federal law requires this for
      interstate transportation. Not all conductors know how to read
      foreign passports, so be prepared to show them that the name of the
      passport truly is the same as the name on the ticket.

      By city
      bus[edit]

      Most cities have extensive bus services. Multiple companies may
      serve a single city. There is almost never a map of the bus lines,
      and often bus stops are unmarked. Be prepared for confusion and
      wasted time.

      Buses have a board behind the windshield that advertises the
      main destinations they serve. You may have to ask the locals for
      information, but they may not know bus lines except the ones they
      usually take.

      In most cities you have to wave to stop the bus when you want to
      take it. This in itself would no pose a problem, however, in big
      cities there may be dozens of bus lines stopping at a given bus
      stop and bus stops are not designed to accommodate so many
      vehicles. Frequently one cannot observe the oncoming buses due to
      other buses blocking the view. Bus drivers are reluctant to slow
      down for a bus stop if they are not sure someone will take their
      bus, so it is common to miss your bus because you could not see it
      coming to wave on time or the driver did not see you waving in
      between buses already at the stop. Some people go into the middle
      of a busy street to wait for their bus to make sure they see it and
      the driver sees them. In some places, like Manaus, drivers even
      tend to ignore stop requests (both to get on and to get off) if it
      is not too easy to navigate to the bus stop.

      Most city buses have both a driver and a conductor. The
      conductor sits behind a till next to a turnstile. You have to pay
      the conductor, the price of the bus is usually advertised on the
      windshield. The turnstiles are narrow, and very inconvenient if one
      carries any kind of load (try balancing a heavy backpack over the
      turnstile while the bus is running). Larger buses often have a
      front section, before the turnstile, meant in priority for the
      elderly, handicapped and pregnant women - you can use it but you
      still have to pay! Typical prices are around R$ 3,00.

      You can try asking the conductor to warn you when the bus is
      close to your destination. Depending on whether he or she
      understands you and feels like helping you, you may get help.

      In addition to large city buses, there are often minibuses or
      minivans (alternativo). You pay the driver when you go
      aboard.

      By
      boat[edit]

      In the Amazon region as well as on the coast west of Sao Luis,
      boat travel is often the only way to get around.

      
      
      
      	
      Non-verbal communication


      Brazilians use a lot of gestures in informal communication, and
      the meaning of certain words or expressions may be influenced by
      them.

      
      	The thumbs up gesture is used to mean everything's
      OK, yes or even thanks. Avoid using the OK
      hand gesture for these meanings, as it can be considered
      obscene.

      	Wagging your extended index finger back and forth and/or
      clicking your tongue behind your teeth two or three times means
      no

      	Using your index finger to pull down one of your lower eyelids
      means watch out.

      	Stroking your two biggest fingers with your thumb is a way of
      saying that something is expensive.

      	Snapping a few times means fast or a long time
      (ago).

      	Stroking your lips and then snapping means delicious;
      pinching your earlobe means the same in some regions.

      	Making a fist with your thumb between the index and middle
      finger, known as the figa, is a sign of good or bad luck
      depending on the region.

      	Touching the palm with the thumb and making a circular movement
      with the hand means I am being robbed/ripped off/ in some
      regions.

      	The hush gesture is considered extremely impolite, about
      the same as shouting "shut up!" to someone.

      	An informal way to get someone's attention, similar to a
      whistle, is a hissing sound: "pssiu!" It is not perceived as
      unpolite, but gets really annoying if repeated too often.

      

      
      

      
      

      

      The official language of Brazil is Portuguese, spoken by the entire
      population (except for a few, very remotely located tribes).
      Indeed, Brazil has had immigrants from all parts of the world for
      centuries, whose descendants now speak Portuguese as their mother
      tongue.

      Brazilian Portuguese has a number of pronunciation differences
      with that spoken in Portugal (and within, between the regions there are
      some quite extreme accent and slang differences), but speakers of
      either can understand each other. However, European Portuguese
      (Luso) is more difficult for Brazilians to understand than the
      reverse, as many Brazilian television programs are shown in
      Portugal. Note that a few words can have a totally different
      meaning in Brazil and Portugal, usually slang words. An example of
      this is "Rapariga" which in Portugal means young girl, and in
      Brazil means a prostitute.

      English is not widely spoken except in some touristy
      areas. Don't expect bus or taxi drivers to understand English, so
      it may be a good idea to write down the address you are heading to
      before getting the cab. In most big and luxurious hotels, it is
      very likely that the taxi fleet will speak some English. If you are
      really in need of talking in English, you should look for the
      younger people (-30 years), because they, generally, have a higher
      knowledge of the language and will be eager to help you and
      exercise their English.

      Spanish is becoming a required subject in high schools,
      and many younger Brazilians in the largest cities (such as Sao
      Paulo or Rio De Janeiro) know enough Spanish to communicate.
      Outside these areas Spanish is generally nonexistent, so take a
      phrase book and be prepared for slow communication with a lot of
      interpretive gestures.

      Natural
      wonders[edit]

      
      	Amazon Rainforest - The Amazon River Basin holds more
      than half of the world's remaining rainforest, and over 60% of that
      lies within the North of Brazil — approximately one billion
      acres with incredible biodiversity. The region is home to about 2.5
      million insect species, over 40,000 plants species, 2200 fish
      species, and more than 2,000 types of birds and mammals. One in
      five of all the bird species in the world live in the rainforests
      of the Amazon, and one in five of the fish species live in
      Amazonian rivers and streams.

      

      
      	Atlantic Forest (Mata Atlântica) - A region of
      tropical and subtropical forest which extends along the Atlantic
      coast of Brazil from Rio Grande do Norte state in the Northeast
      to Rio
      Grande do Sul state in the South. The Atlantic Forest has a wide variety
      of vegetation, including the many tree species such as the iconic
      araucaria tree in the south or the mangroves of the
      northeast, dozens of types of bromeliads and orchids, and unique
      critters such as capivara. The forest has also been
      designated a World Biosphere Reserve, with a large number of highly
      endangered species including the well-known marmosets, lion
      tamarins and woolly spider monkeys. Unfortunately, it has been
      extensively cleared since colonial times, mainly for the farming of
      sugar cane and for urban settlements — The remnants are estimated
      to be less than 10% of the original, and that is often broken into
      hilltop islands. However, large swaths of it are protected by
      hundreds of parks, including 131 federal parks, 443 state parks,
      and 14 municipal parks, most of which are open to visitation.

      

      
      	Campos Gerais - With a vast vegetation of grasses and
      areas of transition between the Cerrado and Atlantic Forest, this
      region offers beautiful scenery of cliffs and canyons, as
      Jaguaricatú Valley, beyond the fifth and the eighth most extensive
      canyons in the world, which are respectively Guartelá and
      Jaguariaíva . Jaguariaíva the canyon is made more beautiful rafting
      activity in Brazil.

      

      
      	Pantanal - A vast tropical wetland expanse, one of the
      world's largest. 80% of it lies within the state of Mato Grosso do
      Sul but it also extends into Mato Grosso (as well as into portions of Bolivia and Paraguay), sprawling over an
      area estimated at between 140,000 and 195,000 square kilometers
      (54,000-75,000 sq mi). 80% of the Pantanal floodplains are
      submerged during the rainy seasons, nurturing an astonishing
      biologically diverse collection of aquatic plants and helping
      support a dense array of animal species.
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      	Waterfalls (Cachoeiras) - Brazil has an amazing
      range of impressive waterfalls of all sizes and shapes. Iguaçu Falls,
      in eastern Parana, is one of the most spectacular waterfalls
      in the world, truly a sight to see. The 353-meter Cachoeira da
      Fumaça in Bahia's
      Chapada Diamantina National
      Park is the country's second highest waterfall, after the
      Amazon's almost
      inaccessible Cachoeira do Araca. Other famous waterfalls
      include Caracol Falls, in a Rio Grande do Sul state park of the
      same name near Canela,
      Itaquira Falls, an easily accessible 168-meter fall near
      Formosa, Goiás, and the gorge at
      Parque da Cascata near Sete Lagoas, Minas Gerais. Aside from the nationally famous
      falls, in many parts of the country, particularly the South, Southeast,
      and Central West regions, you are rarely
      far from at least one locally-famous, named waterfall worth a short
      hike.
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      Architecture[edit]

      
      	Colonial architecture - Many cities have reminders of
      Brazil's colonial past, with churches, monasteries, forts,
      barracks, and other structures still intact. Some of the most
      concentrated and best-preserved colonial buildings can be found in
      old gold-mining towns such as Ouro Preto and Tiradentes, but many other cities such as Rio de Janeiro,
      Petrópolis,
      Salvador, Recife, Paraty, and Goiânia have quite significant colonial centers as
      well.

      

      
      	Oscar Niemeyer works - Niemeyer, Brazil's most famous
      architect, is a modern architectural pioneer who explores the
      aesthetic impact of reinforced concrete, using curves to create
      buildings with a unique sense of space. He is most famous for
      designing many of the buildings when the new capital of Brasilia was built in the
      1950s, but his works literally dot the country, with major works in
      Natal, João Pessoa,
      Recife, Belo Horizonte,
      Rio de
      Janeiro, Niterói, São Paulo, Londrina and other locations.

      

      Gay
      Travel[edit]

      Due to its high degree of acceptance and tolerance, gay travel
      is increasingly popular. Brazil hosted the first gay ball in
      America in 1754! Nowadays the main lesbian and gay destinations are
      Rio, which
      was elected the world's sexiest destination twice, São Paulo and Brasília, which has the world's largest Pride
      Parade, Florianópolis, which is the hippest gay
      hangout and Recife which is
      attracting more and more lesbian and gay tourists looking for fun
      and sun.

      Carnival[edit]

      The biggest party in the world takes places across the country
      every year, lasting almost a week in February or early March. It is
      celebrated in a wide variety of ways, from the giants boneco
      masks of Olinda and the
      trios elétricos of Salvador to the massive samba parades of Rio de Janeiro and
      São Paulo. For a
      relatively more subdued atmosphere, check out the
      university-style street party of Ouro Preto or the sporty beach party at Ilha do Mel. Don't forget
      to make your reservations well in advance!

      New Year
      Celebrations[edit]

      Every New Year's Eve, many Brazilians have a very strong
      celebration that is believed to give luck. The people in the
      largest cities usually travel to the coast to see and ever
      contribute to the fireworks, while dressed in white, which is
      understood to mean a lucky colour. They all gather flowers to give
      to the sea as originally the local african groups thought it would
      please the goddess of the sea, which means they set the flowers on
      the water and let it float away to where ever the current will take
      it. These are usually white flowers with a green stem and green
      leaves. It is a custom that the flowers should be white as the
      clothing. Some people nest the flowers in a small fishing boat and
      some simply drop the leaves on the water. It is said this tradition
      have been constant since it first started. Not everyone does it,
      but anyone in the area will most likely do it.

      Beaches[edit]

      Almost the entire coast is lined with fabulous beaches, and the
      beach lifestyle is a big part of Brazilian culture. Nowhere is that
      more true than in Rio de Janeiro, with its laidback,
      flip-flop-footed lifestyle and famous beaches like Ipanema and
      Copacabana. Beaches in other areas of the country may not have the
      instant name recognition but are no less amazing. The Northeast
      has jewels like Jericoacoara, Praia do Futuro, Boa Vista, Porto de Galinhas, and Morro de
      São Paulo which bring in throngs of travellers, particularly
      Europeans. Landlocked mineiros go mingle with the rich and
      famous at Guarapari
      or dance forró in the sand at Itaunas, while paulistas head for Caraguá or Ubatuba. In the South, weekend
      revelers flock to Ilha do Mel or Balneário Camboriú, while the 42 beaches
      of Santa Catarina Island draw in thousands of
      Argentianian tourists every year. Hundreds more beaches lie ready
      to be explored as well.

      
      	Soccer - Soccer is the talk of the town wherever you are
      in Brazil, and the country is brimming with great teams and great
      players. Rio de
      Janeiro has the world-famous Maracanã Stadium,
      Mineirão in Belo Horizonte, Morumbi Stadium in
      São Paulo,
      Arena Grêmio and Beira-Rio in Porto Alegre.

      

      
      	Volleyball - While soccer is the main sport in Brazil,
      is very normal to find spaces on the beaches where you can play
      beach volleyball, but this version of the sport possess a different
      code of rules than indoor volleyball (for example instead of six
      players, only two players are allowed to play on each team).

      

      
      	International Charter Group: - [30]- Yacht charter and
      sailing, one of the worlds largest yacht charter companies, can
      take care of all charter requirements, from bareboat to crewed in
      the Brazil. Operating from nine offices worldwide (USA, Spain, UK,
      Germany, Italy, France, Spain, Switzerland, Caribbean, Honk Kong
      and Dubai).

      

      
      	Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu: One of, if not the most, effective
      martial arts ever created by the Gracie family of Rio de
      Janeiro.

      

      
      	"Olympics" - The leading international sporting events
      will take place August 5 - August 21 2016 in Rio de Janeiro. 6177
      athletes will be competing in 306 events in 28 sports. spectator
      passes can be purchased through the Official Olympic site: http://www.rio2016.com/

      

      Brazil's unit of currency is the Real (pronounced
      'hay-OW'), plural Reais ('hay-ICE'), abbreviated BRL, or
      just R$. One real is divided into 100 centavos. As an
      example of how prices are written, R$1,50 means one real and fifty
      centavos.

      Be careful using credit cards in Brazil. Many people have their
      cards compromised and then over several days have money siphoned
      off their cards. A safer option is to use cash (make sure you only
      withdraw from bank ATMs such as Banco do Brasil). If you choose to
      use your credit card, keep an eye on your statement.

      Foreign currency such as US Dollars or Euros can be exchanged
      major airports and luxury hotels (bad rates), exchange bureaus and
      major branches of Banco do Brasil (no other banks), where you need
      your passport and your immigration form.

      Look for an ATM with your credit/debit card logo on it. Large
      branches of Banco do Brasil (no withdrawal fees for credit cards)
      usually have one, and most all Bradesco, Citibank, BankBoston and
      HSBC machines will work. Banco 24 Horas is a network of ATMs (and
      also Santander Banks) which accept foreign cards (charging R$ 10
      per withdrawal). Withdrawal limits are usually R$ 600 (Bradesco) or
      R$ 1000 (BB, HSBC, B24H), per transaction, and in any case R$ 1000
      per day. The latter can be circumvented by several consecutive
      withdrawals, choosing different "accounts", i.e. "credit card",
      "checking", "savings". Note that most ATMs do not work or will only
      give you R$ 100 after 10 PM.

      In smaller towns, it is possible that there is no ATM that
      accepts foreign cards. You should therefore always carry sufficient
      cash.

      Wiring money to Brazil can be done through Western Union [31] transfers to be picked up
      at a Banco do Brasil branch in most cities, and also quite a few
      exchange offices.

      Travellers' checks can be hard to cash anywhere that does not
      offer currency exchange.

      A majority of Brazilian shops now accepts major credit cards.
      However, quite a few online stores only accept cards issued in
      Brazil, even though they sport the international logo of such
      cards.

      In Brazil it is very common for credit cards being used like
      debit card. So, when you pay using card commonly you will hear the
      question: "Crédito ou débito?(Credit or debit?)". Debit card is
      like as paying cash.

      Some places put signs stating a minimum card value payment. This
      is illegal. Every commercial establishment that accepts card is
      required to accept payment regardless of the amount. If the
      merchant that accepts cards refuses to receive the payment due to
      the low value, call the police or PROCON (consumer protection
      agency).

      Coins are R$0.05, R$0.10, R$0.25, R$0.50 and R$1. Some
      denominations have several different designs. Images from the
      central bank of Brazil [32]. And more [33]. Bills come in the
      following denominations: R$1 (being phased out), R$2 , R$5 , R$10
      (still a few plastic red and blue around), R$20 R$ 50 and $100.
      Images from the central bank of Brazil [34].

      It is also very common to receive the change (pay back) for
      cents with candies (for example, R$ 0,05 or R$ 0,10).

      Starting in the first half of 2010 with the bills of 50 and 100
      reais, all Brazilian bills will start circulating with a new design
      by 2012. You are likely to find both versions circulating together
      for the next few years.

      Exchange
      rates[edit]

      The Real is a free-floating currency and has become stronger in
      the past few years. Especially for US citizens, prices (based on
      exchange rates) have increased quite a bit. As of July 16, 2015,
      R$1 was worth about:

      There are many federal regulations for dealings with foreign
      currency, trading in any currency other than Real in Brazil is
      considered illegal, although some places in big cities and
      bordering towns accept foreign money and many exchange offices
      operate in a shady area. In addition, exchange offices are almost
      impossible to find outside of big cities. Currency other than USD
      and EUR is hard to exchange and the rates are ridiculous. If you
      would like to exchange cash at a bank, be prepared to pay a hefty
      commission. E.g., Banco do Brasil collects US$15 for each
      transaction (regardless of amount).

      Souvenirs[edit]

      Similar to the rest of Latin America, hand-crafted
      jewelry can be found anywhere. In regions that are largely
      populated by Afro-Brazilians you'll find more African-influenced
      souvenirs, including black dolls. Havaianas jandals are
      also affordable in Brazil and supermarkets are often the best place
      to buy them — small shops usually carry fake ones. If you have
      space in your bags, a Brazilian woven cotton hammock is a
      nice, functional purchase as well. Another interesting and fun item
      is a peteca, a sort of hand shuttlecock used in a
      traditional game of the same name, similar to volleyball.

      Shopping[edit]

      It's not a bad idea to pack light and acquire a Brazilian
      wardrobe within a couple of days of arrival. It will make you less
      obvious as a tourist, and give you months of satisfied gloating
      back home about the great bargains you got whenever you are
      complimented on your clothing. Brazilians have their own sense of
      style and that makes tourists - especially those in Hawaiian shirts
      or sandals with socks - stand out in the crowd. Have some fun
      shopping, and blend in. Another good reason for buying clothes and
      shoes in Brazil is that the quality is usually good and the prices
      often cheap. However, this does not apply to any foreign brand as
      imports are burdened by high import taxes - therefore, do not
      expect to find any good prices on brands like Diesel, Levi's, Tommy
      Hilfiger, etc. To figure your Brazilian trousers size, measure your
      waist in centimeters, divide by 2, and round up to the next even
      number.

      Store windows will often display a price followed by "X 5" or "X
      10", etc. This is an installment-sale price. The price displayed is
      the per-installment price, so that, "R$50 X 10", for example, means
      10 payments (typically monthly) of R$50 each. The actual price is
      almost always lower if you pay in cash.

      Make sure any appliances you buy are either dual voltage or the
      same as in your home country. Brazil is 60Hz, so don't buy electric
      clocks or non-battery operated motorized items if you live in
      Europe or Australia. The voltage, however, varies by state or even
      regions inside the same state. (see Electricity below).

      Brazilian-made appliances and electronics are usually expensive
      or of poor quality. All electronics are expensive compared to
      European or US prices.

      Brazil uses a hybrid video system called "PAL-M." It is NOT at
      all compatible with the PAL system of Europe and Australia.
      Television began in black and white using the NTSC system of the
      USA and Canada, then years later, using PAL for its analogue colour
      -- making a totally unique system. Nowadays, most new TV sets are
      NTSC compatible. However, the newly-introduced digital TV standard
      is not compatible with that of most other countries. Digital video
      appliances such as DVD players are also compatible with NTSC (all
      digital colour is the same worldwide), but make sure the DVD region
      code(s), if any, match your home country (Brazil is part of Region
      4). Prices for imported electronic goods can be quite expensive due
      to high import tax, and the range of domestic electronic gadgets is
      not very wide. Also, be aware that the term "DVD" in Brazil is both
      an abbreviation for the disc itself and for its player, so be
      specific to avoid confusion.

      Although the strength of the Real means that shopping in Brazil
      is no longer cheap, there are still plenty of bargains to be had,
      especially leather goods, including shoes (remember sizes are
      different though). Clothes in general are a good buy, especially
      for women, for whom there are many classy items. Street markets,
      which are common, are also a very good option, but avoid brand
      names like "Nike" - you will pay more and it's probably fake. Don't
      be afraid to "feel" an item. If it doesn't feel right, most likely
      it isn't! Beware of the dreaded "Made in China" label. If there's
      none, it's probably Brazilian, but be aware: some Brazilian-made
      products are less robust than their American or European
      counterparts.

      For moviegoers in Brazil, all cinemas offer 50% discount for
      students, even foreign students. All you need is to show your
      student card or ISIC card from your home country!

      Cuisine[edit]

      Brazil's cuisine is as varied as its geography and culture. On
      the other hand, some may find it an unrefined melange, and everyday
      fare can be bland and monotonous. While there are some quite unique
      dishes of regional origin, many dishes were brought by overseas
      immigrants and have been adapted to local tastes through the
      generations. Italian and Chinese food in Brazil can often be as
      baffling as Amazonian fare.

      Brazil's national dish is feijoada, a hearty stew made of
      black beans, pork (ears, knuckles, chops, sausage) and beef
      (usually dried). It's served with rice, garnished with collard
      greens and sliced oranges. It's not served in every restaurant; the
      ones that serve it typically offer it on Wednesdays and Saturdays.
      A typical mistake made by tourists is to eat too much
      feijoada upon first encounter. This is a heavy dish — even
      Brazilians usually eat it parsimoniously.

      The standard Brazilian set lunch is called prato feito,
      with its siblings comercial and executivo. Rice and
      brown beans (in Rio de Janeiro there is only black beans, other
      types are rare) in sauce, with a small steak. Sometimes farofa,
      spaghetti, vegetables and French fries will come along. Beef may be
      substituted for chicken, fish or others.

      Excellent seafood can be found in coastal towns,
      especially in the Northeast.

      Brazilian snacks, lanches (sandwiches) and
      salgadinhos (most anything else), include a wide variety of
      pastries. Look for coxinha (deep-fried, batter-coated
      chicken), empada (a tiny pie, not to be confused with the
      empanada - empadas and empanadas are entirely different items), and
      pastel (fried turnovers). Another common snack is a misto
      quente, a pressed,toasted ham-and-cheese sandwich.
      Pão-de-queijo, a roll made of manioc flour and cheese, is
      very popular, especially in Minas Gerais state - pão-de-queijo and a cup of
      fresh Brazilian coffee is a classic combination.

      Regional
      cuisines[edit]

      
      	Southern - Churrasco is Brazilian barbecue, and
      is usually served "rodizio" or "espeto corrido" (all-you-can-eat).
      Waiters carry huge cuts of meat on steel spits from table to table,
      and carve off slices onto your plate (use the tongs to grab the
      meat slice and don't touch the knife edge with your silverware to
      avoid dulling the edge). Traditionally, you are given a small
      wooden block colored green on one side and red on the other. When
      you're ready to eat, put the green side up. When you're too stuffed
      to even tell the waiter you've had enough, put the red side up...
      Rodizio places have a buffet for non-meaty items; beware
      that in some places, the desserts are not considered part of the
      main buffet and are charged as a supplement. Most churrasco
      restaurants (churrascarias) also serve other types of food,
      so it is safe to go there with a friend that is not really fond of
      meat. While churrascarias are usually fairly expensive places (for
      Brazilian standards) in the North, Central and the countryside
      areas of the country they tend to be much cheaper then in the South
      and big cities, where they are frequented even by the less
      affluent. Black beans stew (feijao ou feijoada) is
      also very popular, particularly in Rio de Janeiro, where most
      restaurants traditionally serve the dish on Saturdays. It comprises
      black beans cooked with pork meat accompanied by rice and farofa
      (manioca flour with eggs) and greens fried with garlic.

      	Mineiro is the "miner's" cuisine of Minas Gerais, based on
      pork and beans, with some vegetables. Dishes from Goiás are
      similar, but use some local ingredients such as pequi and
      guariroba. Minas Gerais cuisine if not seen as particularly
      tasty, has a "homely" feel that is much cherished.

      	The food of Bahia, on the northeast coast has its roots
      across the Atlantic in East Africa and Indian cuisine. Coconut,
      dende palm oil, hot peppers, and seafood are the prime ingredients.
      Tip: hot ("quente") means lots of pepper, cold ("frio") means less
      or no pepper at all. If you dare to eat it hot you should
      try acarajé (deep fried edible black bean soup) and vatapá
      (prawn-filled roasties).

      	Espírito Santo and Bahia have two different versions of moqueca, a
      delightful tomato-based seafood stew prepared in a special type of
      clay pot.

      	Amazonian cuisine draws from the food of the
      indigenous inhabitants, including various exotic fish and
      vegetables. There is also a stupendous variety of tropical
      fruits.

      	Ceará's food has a
      great sort of seafood, and is known to have the country's best
      crab. It's so popular that literally every weekend thousands of
      people go to Praia do Futuro in Fortaleza to eat fried fish
      and crabs (usually followed by cold beer).

      	In the coastal cities of Paraná like Morretes and Antonina, the dish named barreado is
      served. It's a meat stew thickened with manioc flour and served
      with slices of banana, slowly cooked for at least 12 hours on
      hermetically-sealed clay pots.

      

      Brazilian cuisine also has a lot of imports:

      
      	Pizza is very popular in Brazil. In Sāo Paulo,
      travellers will find the highest rate of pizza parlours per
      inhabitant in the country. The variety of flavours is extremely
      vast, with some restaurants offering more than 100 types of pizza.
      It is worth noting the difference between the European "mozzarella"
      and the Brazilian "mussarela". They differ in flavor, appearance
      and origin but buffalo mozzarella ("mussarela de búfala") is also
      often available. The Brazilian "mussarela", which tops most pizzas,
      is yellow in color and has a stronger taste. In some restaurants,
      particularly in the South, pizza has no tomato sauce. Other dishes
      of Italian origin, such as macarrão (macaroni),
      lasanha and others are also very popular.

      	Middle-eastern (actually Levantine; i.e., mostly Syrian and Lebanese) food is widely available. Most
      options offer high quality and a big variety. Some types of
      middle-eastern food, such as quibe and esfiha have
      been adapted and are available at snack stands and fast food joints
      nation-wide. You can also find shawarma (kebabs) stands, which
      Brazilians call "churrasco grego" (Greek Barbecue)

      	São Paulo's Japanese restaurants serve up lots of
      tempura, yakisoba, sushi and sashimi. The variety is good and
      mostly the prices are very attractive when compared to Europe, USA
      and Japan. Most Japanese restaurants also offer the rodizio
      or buffet option, with the same quality as if you ordered
      from the menu. Sometimes, however, it can be quite a departure from
      the real thing. The same can be said of Chinese food, again with some variations from the
      traditional. Cheese-filled spring rolls, anyone.Japanese
      restaurants (or those that offer Japanese food) are much commoner
      than Chinese and can be found in many Brazilian cities, especially
      in the state of São Paulo.

      

      Restaurants[edit]

      
      	All restaurants will add a 10% service charge on the
      bill, and this is all the tip a Brazilian will ever pay. It is also
      what most waiters survive on, but it is not mandatory and you may
      choose to ignore it, although is considered extremely rude to do
      it. In some tourist areas you might be tried for extra tip. Just
      remember that you will look like a complete sucker if you
      exaggerate, and stingy and disrespectful if you don't tip. 5-10
      Reais are considered good tips.

      

      
      	There are two types of self-service restaurants,sometimes with
      both options available in one place: all-you-can-eat buffets with
      barbecue served at the tables, called rodízio, or a price
      per weight (por quilo), very common during lunchtime
      throughout Brazil. Load up at the buffet and get your plate on the
      scales before eating any. In the South there's also the traditional
      Italian "galeto", where you're served different types of pasta,
      salads, soups and meat (mostly chicken) at your table.

      

      
      	Customers are allowed by law to visit the kitchen and see how
      the food is being handled, although this is extremely uncommon and
      doing so will probably be considered odd and impolite.

      

      
      	Some Brazilian restaurants serve only meals for two. The size
      of the portions might not say in the menu, -ask the waiter. Most
      restaurants of this category allow for a "half-serving" of such
      plates (meia-porção), at 60-70% of the price. Also, couples
      at restaurants often sit side-by-side rather than across from each
      other; observe your waiter's cues or express your preference when
      being seated.

      

      
      	Fast food is also very popular, and the local takes on
      hamburgers and hot-dogs ("cachorro-quente", translated literally)
      are well worth trying. Brazilian sandwiches come in many varieties,
      with ingredients like mayonnaise, bacon, ham, cheese, lettuce,
      tomato, corn, peas, raisins, french fries, ketchup, eggs, pickles,
      etc. Brave eaters may want to try the traditional complete hot dog
      (just ask for a completo), which, aside from the bun and the
      sausage, will include everything on display. The ubiquitous
      X-Burger (and its varieties X-Salad, X-Tudo, etc.) is not as
      mysterious as it sounds: the pronunciation of the letter "X" in
      Portuguese sounds like "cheese", hence the name.

      

      
      	Large chains: The fast-food burger chain Bob's is found
      nationwide and has been around in the country for almost as long as
      McDonald's. There is also a national fast-food chain called
      Habib's which despite the name serves pizza in addition to
      Arabian food (and the founder is Portuguese, by the way). Recent
      additions, though not as widespread, are Burger King and
      Subway.

      

      Alcohol[edit]

      Brazil's national booze is cachaça (cah-shah-sah,
      also known as aguardente ("burning water") and
      pinga), a 40% sugar-cane liquor known to knock the unwary
      out quite quickly. It can be tried in virtually every bar in the
      country. Famous producing regions include Minas Gerais, where
      there are tours of distilleries, and the city of Paraty. Pirassununga is home to
      Caninha 51, Brazil's best-selling brand. Outside Fortaleza there is a cachaça
      museum (Museu da Cachaça) where you can learn about the
      history of the Ypioca brand.

      Drinking cachaça straight, or stirring in only a dollop of honey
      or a bit of lime juice, is a common habit on the Northeast region
      of the country, but the strength of cachaça can be hidden in
      cocktails like the famous caipirinha, where it is mixed with
      sugar, lime juice and ice. Using vodka instead of cachaça is
      nicknamed caipiroska or caipivodka; with white rum,
      it's a caipiríssima; and with sake it's a caipisaque
      (not in every region). Another interesting concoction is called
      capeta ("devil"), made with cachaça, condensed milk,
      cinnamon, guarana powder (a mild stimulant), and other ingredients,
      varying by region. If you enjoy fine brandy or grappa, try an
      aged cachaça. Deep and complex, this golden-coloured spirit
      is nothing like the ubiquitous clear liquor more commonly seen. A
      fun trip is to an "alambique" - a local distillery, of which there
      are thousands throughout the country - not only will you be able to
      see how the spirit is made from the raw cane sugar, you will
      probably also get a better price.

      Well worth a try is Brazilian whisky! It's actually 50% imported
      scotch - the malt component -and approximately 50% Brazilian grain
      spirit. Don't be misled by American sounding names like "Wall
      Street". It is not bourbon. Good value for money and
      indistinguishable from common British blends.

      While imported alcohol is very expensive, many
      international brands are produced under license in Brazil, making
      them widely available, and fairly cheap. You can buy booze in the
      tax-free after landing at Brazilian airports, but it generally is
      more expensive than buying it outside the airports.

      Beer in Brazil has a respectable history because of the
      German immigrants. Most Brazilian beer brands tend to be way less
      thick and bitter than German, Danish or English beer. More than 90%
      of all beer consumed in Brazil is Light Lager type, like Standard
      American Lager, here called Pilsner, and it is usually drunk very
      cold (at a temperature below 0ºC). The most popular domestic brands
      are Brahma, Antarctica, and Skol. Traditional
      brands include Bohemia, Caracu - a stout -,
      Original and Serramalte. They are easily found in
      bars and are worth trying but are usually a little bit more
      expensive than the popular beers. There are also some national
      premium and craft beers that are found only in some specific bars
      and supermarkets; if you want to taste a good Brazilian beer,
      search for Baden Baden, Colorado, Eisenbahn,
      Petra, Theresopolis, Coruja and others. There
      are also some international beers produced by national breweries
      like Heineken and Stella Artois and have a slightly different taste
      if compared with the original beers.

      There are two ways of drinking beer in bars: draft or bottled
      beer. Draft lager beer is called chope or chopp
      ('SHOH-pee'), and is commonly served with one inch of foam, but you
      can make a complaint to the bartender if the foam is consistently
      thicker than that. In bars, the waiter will usually collect the
      empty glasses and bottles on a table and replace them with full
      ones, until you ask him to stop, in a "tap" charging system. In the
      case of bottled beer, bottles (600ml or 1l) are shared among
      everyone at the table and poured in small glasses, rather than
      drunk straight from the bottle. Brazilians like their beer nearly
      ice-cold - hence, to keep the temperature down, bottles of beer are
      often kept in an insulated polystyrene container on the table.

      Rio
      Grande do Sul is the leading wine production region.
      There are a number of wine-producing farms that are open to
      visitors and wine tasting, and wine cellars selling wine and
      fermented grape juice. One of these farms open to visitors is
      Salton Winery [35], located in the city of
      Bento Gonçalves. The São Francisco Valley, along the border
      of the states of Pernambuco and Bahia, is the country's newest wine-producing region.
      Brazilian wines are usually fresher, fruitier and less alcoholic
      than, for instance, French wines. Popular brands like Sangue de
      Boi, Canção and Santa Felicidade and others with
      prices below R$ 6.00 are usually seen as trash.

      In Minas
      Gerais, look for licor de jabuticaba (jabuticaba liquor)
      or vinho de jabuticaba (jabuticaba wine), an exquisite
      purple-black beverage with a sweet taste. Jabuticaba is the
      name of a small grape-like black fruit native to Brazil.

      Coffee and
      tea[edit]

      Brazil is known world-wide for its high-quality strong coffee.
      Café is so popular that it can name meals (just like
      rice does in China, Japan and Korea): breakfast in Brazil is
      called café da manhã (morning coffee), while café com
      pão (coffee with bread) or café da tarde (afternoon
      coffee) means a light afternoon meal. Cafezinho (small
      coffee) is a small cup of strong, sweetened coffee usually served
      after meals in restaurants (sometimes for free, just ask politely).
      Bottled filtered coffee is being replaced by stronger espresso cups
      in more upscale restaurants.

      Chá, or tea in Portuguese, is most commonly found in its
      Assam version (orange, light coloured). Some more
      specialised tea shops and cafés will have Earl Gray and green tea
      available as well.

      Mate is an infusion similar to tea that is very high in
      caffeine content. A toasted version, often served chilled, is
      consumed all around the country, while Chimarrão
      (incidentally called mate in neighbouring Spanish-speaking
      countries) is the hot, bitter equivalent that can be found in the
      south and is highly appreciated by the gaúchos (Rio Grande
      do Sul dwellers). Tererê is a cold version of Chimarrão,
      common in Mato Grosso do Sul and Mato Grosso state.

      Soft
      drinks[edit]

      Nothing beats coconut water (água de coco) on a hot day.
      (Stress the first o, otherwise it will come out as "poo"!
      (cocô) ). It is mostly sold as coco gelado in the coconut
      itself, drunk with a straw. Ask the machete-wielding vendors to cut
      the coconut in half so that you can eat the flesh after drinking
      the water.

      If you want a Coke in Brazil, ask for coca or
      coca-cola, as "cola" means "glue", in Portuguese.

      Guaraná; is a carbonated soft drink made from the
      guaraná berry, native to the Amazon area. The major brands
      are Antarctica and Kuat, the latter owned by Coke.
      Pureza is a lesser known guaraná soft drink specially
      popular in Santa Catarina. There is also a "Guaraná
      Jesus" that is popular in Maranhão and a "Guaraná Fruki" that is very popular
      in Rio
      Grande do Sul. Almost all regions in Brazil feature their own
      local variants on guaraná, some which can be quite different from
      the standard "Antartica" in both good and bad ways. If traveling to
      Amazonas, be sure to try a cold "Baré," which due to its huge
      popularity in Manaus was purchased by Antartica and is becoming
      more available throughout northern Brazil.

      Tubaína is a carbonated soft drink once very popular
      among Brazilians (particularly the ones born in the 70s, 80s and
      early 90s) and becoming extremely hard to find. It was once mass
      produced by "Brahma" before it became focused on beers only. If you
      happen to find a place that sells it, try it.

      Mineirinho is also a popular soft drink made of guaraná
      and a typical Brazilian leaf called Chapéu de Couro. Although most
      Brazilians says that it tastes like grass, older people (+70 years)
      claim that the drink has medicinal proprieties.

      Fruit
      juices[edit]

      Fruit juices are very popular in Brazil. Some cities, notably
      Rio de
      Janeiro has fruit juice bars at nearly every corner.

      
      	Açai (a fruit from the Amazon) is delicious and
      nutritious (rich in antioxidants) and can be found widespread
      across the nations. In the amazon region it's used as a complement
      to the everyday diet, often eaten together with rice and fish in
      the main meal of the day. Curiously outside of the amazon region,
      it's typically used in blended in combination with guarana (a
      stimulant)powder,and a banana to re-energize from late-night
      partying It is served cold and has a consistency of soft ice. There
      is also Açai Ice Creams available.

      

      
      	Maracuja (passion fruit)(careful during an active day-
      this has a relaxant effect)

      	Caju (cashew fruit) and

      	Manga (mango) are also great juice experiences.

      

      Brazilians have great taste when it comes to mixing juices.

      High season in Brazil follows the school holidays calendar,
      December and January (summer) being the busiest months. New Year,
      Carnival (movable between February and March, see Understand
      above) and Holy week are the peak periods, and prices can
      skyrocket, especially in coastal cities like Rio and Salvador.
      Also, during those holidays, many hotels restrict bookings to a 3
      or 4-day minimum and charge in advance.

      Hotels are plentiful in just about all areas of Brazil
      and can range from luxury beach resorts to very modest and
      inexpensive choices. The Brazilian tourism regulation board imposes
      specific minimum attributes for each type of facility, but as the
      1-5 star rating is no longer enforced, check in advance if your
      hotel provides the kind of services you expect.

      Pousada means guesthouse (the local equivalent of a
      French auberge or a British boarding house), and are
      usually simpler than hotels, and will offer fewer services (room
      service, laundry etc.). Pousadas are even more widespread than
      hotels.

      In wilderness areas like the Pantanal, travelers usually stay in fazendas,
      which are ranches with guest facilities. In small towns of Minas
      Gerais people are fond of hotéis-fazenda (farm hotels) where
      you can swim, ride, walk, play football, and camp as well as sleep
      in picturesque barracks.

      Also there is great fun in going on a boat hotel which
      will take you to inaccessible places on the rivers and lakes for
      great fishing trips or for simply relaxing and watching and
      photographing the wildlife which is very abundant in the Pantanal.
      The boats are large, safe, and comfortable with air-conditioned
      rooms (very necessary). Several small aluminum boats with outboard
      motor, carried by the boat hotel, driven by experienced
      fisher/guide will take 2 or 3 tourists to the best "points".

      Motel is the local term for a "sex hotel". There's no
      social stigma per se in staying in one, but the room service and
      rates are geared to adults staying for a few hours with utmost
      discretion and privacy.

      Youth hostels
      (albergues da juventude) are becoming increasingly
      common.

      Portuguese courses for foreigners are not widespread outside the
      big cities. A good alternative is to befriend language students and
      exchange lessons.

      If you come to Brazil with some initial notions of Portuguese,
      you will see that people will treat you much better and you will
      get by much easier.

      Language schools in Salvador, São Paulo, Rio de Janeiro, Belo
      Horizonte, and Porto Alegre have Portuguese courses from 2
      weeks up.

      If you can get a job, working in Brazil is easy, mostly because
      there is much informality. In theory, you must have a work permit
      (Autorização de Trabalho) from the Ministry of Labor before
      you can get a job. However, in order to obtain it, you must be
      sponsored by an employer before entering the country. The company
      must want a foreigner bad enough to pay the government upwards of
      R$2000 to sponsor you, knowing also that they are required by law
      to simultaneously hire and train a replacement for you. Because of
      this, finding a legal job can be a pretty daunting bureaucratic
      task, even in Brazil's growing job market of today.

      If you are a native English speaker, you may be able to find an
      English-teaching part-time job, but don't expect that to save your
      holidays. Although working in the informal market can seem
      hassle-free at first, there are risks as well. The pay will be
      under-the-table without contract, so it will be difficult for you
      to claim your labor rights later. In the bigger cities, there is
      also the danger of being turned in to the authorities by a rival
      school, which may see you to a plane home earlier than you had
      planned.

      There is also a growing demand for Spanish language classes, so
      native Spanish speakers should have no trouble finding work,
      especially in the major cities. In both cases, it's always much
      more lucrative to find work privately rather than through schools.
      This can be done easily, for example by putting an ad in the
      classifieds section of the Veja weekly news magazine (you have to
      pay for it) or by putting up signs on the notice boards at
      universities like USP (free of charge).

      Refer to the Ministry of Labour website [36] for
      more detailed information.

      Stay
      safe[edit]

      By law, everyone must carry a photo ID at all times. For a
      foreigner, this means your passport. However, the police will
      mostly be pragmatic and accept a plastified color photocopy.

      Brazil is one of the most criminalised countries of the world,
      which means that the crime rate is high. Brazil's murder
      rate is four times higher than many developed nations and rates for
      other crimes are similarly high. Crimes such as pickpocketing,
      carjackings, burglaries and armed robberies are a common sight in
      the country. It's important to stay vigilant and be aware of your
      surroundings.

      Do not act like a tourist, and do not display items of wealth
      such as laptops, jewellery, etc. Avoid carrying large amounts of
      money with you, and if you do, it is wise to keep it in multiple
      pockets.

      For safety reasons, do not even enter favelas - They can
      be extremely dangerous, given the fact that gangs use them for
      their criminal operations.

      The efficiency of the police force varies depending on the
      region of the country, as their wages vary from state to state.
      Most problems of inefficiency occur in the northern part of the
      country. Do not attempt to bribe them.

      The local equivalent to the “911” emergency line in Brazil is
      divided beween three services: 190 - Policia (Police), 192-
      Ambulancia (Ambulance), and 193- Bombeiros (Fire Department).

      Stay
      healthy[edit]

      Food from street and beach vendors has a bad hygienic reputation
      in Brazil. The later in the day, the worse it gets. Bottled and
      canned drinks are safe, although some people will insist on using a
      straw to avoid contact with the exterior of the container.

      Bear in mind the heat and humidity when storing perishable
      foods.

      Tap water varies from place to place, (from contaminated, saline
      or soaked with chlorine to plain drinkable) and Brazilians
      themselves usually prefer to have it filtered.

      In airports, bus stations, as well as many of the cheaper
      hotels, it is common to find drinking fountains (bebedouro),
      although not always safe. In hostel kitchens, look for the tap with
      the cylindrical filter attached. In more expensive hotels, there is
      often no publicly accessible fountain, and bedrooms contain
      minibars — selling you mineral water at extremely inflated
      prices.

      Vaccination against yellow fever and taking anti-malaria
      medication may be necessary if you are traveling to central-western
      (Mato Grosso) or northern (Amazon) regions. If you're arriving from
      Peru, Colombia or Bolivia, proof of yellow fever vaccination is
      required before you enter Brazil. Some countries, such as Australia and South Africa, will
      require evidence of yellow fever vaccination before allowing you
      enter the country if you have been in any part of Brazil within the
      previous week. Check the requirements of any country you will
      travel to from Brazil.

      Public hospitals tend to be crowded and terrible. Most cities of
      at least 60,000 inhabitants have good private health care.

      Dentists abound and are way cheaper than North America and
      Western Europe. In general, the quality of their work is
      consistent, but ask a local for advice and a recommendation.

      The emergency number is 192, but you must speak
      Portuguese; English-speaking operators are non-existent.

      Beware that air conditioning in airports, intercity buses etc.
      is often quite strong. Carry a long-sleeved garment for
      air-conditioned places.

      Brazil has one of the best HIV prevention programs and
      consequently, a very low infection rate compared with most
      countries. Condoms are highly encouraged by governmental campaigns
      during carnival, and distributed for free by local public medical
      departments.

      Respect[edit]

      Brazilians tend to be very open and talk freely about their
      problems, especially about political corruption and other problems.
      But don't imitate them, as they are likely to feel offended if you
      criticize their country or customs. In some small towns, local
      politics can be a sensitive issue and you should be careful when
      talking about it. Be polite, as always.

      Be aware that racism is a very serious offense in Brazil.
      Anyone may be arrested by exposing racist ideas. Most
      Brazilians frown upon racism, and even if you are only joking or
      you think you know your company, it is still wise to refrain from
      anything that can be perceived as racism. According to the
      Brazilian constitution of 1988, racism is a crime for which bail is
      not available, and must be met with 6 months to 8 years
      imprisonment. This is taken very seriously. However, the law only
      seems to apply to overt, unquestionably racist statements and
      actions. Therefore, be aware and be respectful when discussing
      racial relations in Brazil; do not assume you understand Brazil's
      history of racial inequality and slavery better than a Brazilian
      person of color.

      Remember that Portuguese is not Spanish and Brazilians (as well
      as other Portuguese speakers) feel offended if you do not take this
      in mind. Both languages can be mutually intelligible to a certain
      extent, but they differ considerably in phonetics, vocabulary and
      grammar. It is not a good idea to mix Portuguese with Spanish,
      don't expect people to understand what you're saying if you
      (intentionally or unintentionally) insert Spanish words into
      Portuguese sentences.

      It is also noteworthy that some Brazilians are fanatical about
      football (soccer) and so there are (some times violent) disputes
      between teams from different cities (and rivalry between teams of
      the same city), and walking with the shirt of a team in certain
      areas may be seen as controversial or even dangerous. Speaking ill
      of the Brazilian national football team is not considered an
      insult, but you should never praise the Argentine team or compare
      them both.

      Brazil is open to LGBT tourists. São Paulo boasts the biggest
      LGBT Pride parade in the world, and most major cities will have gay
      scenes. However, be aware that homophobia is widespread in
      Brazilian society, and Brazil is not the sexual haven that many
      foreigners perceive it to be. Couples that in any way don't conform
      to traditional heterosexual expectations should expect to be open
      to some verbal harassment and stares if displaying affection in the
      streets, though several neighborhoods of many of the major cities
      are very welcoming of the LGBT population, and LGBT-oriented bars
      and clubs are common. Generally, display moderate affection and
      avoid kissing in public, specially on bus and subway. It is best to
      gather information from locals as to what areas are more
      conservative and what areas are more progressive.

      
      	Cheek-kissing is very common in Brazil, among women and between
      women and men. When two women, or opposite sexes first meet, it is
      not uncommon to kiss. Two men WILL shake hands. A man kissing
      another man's cheek is extremely bizarre for Brazilian standards
      (unless in father-son relationships). Kissing is suitable for
      informal occasions, used to introduce yourself or being acquainted,
      especially to young people. Hand shaking is more appropriate for
      formal occasions or between women and men when no form of intimacy
      is intended. Trying to shake hands when offered a kiss will be
      considered odd, but never rude. However, to clearly refuse a kiss
      is a sign of disdain.

      

      When people first meet, they will kiss once (São Paulo and
      Brasilia), twice (Rio de Janeiro) or three times (Florianópolis and
      Belo Horizonte, for instance), depending on where you are,
      alternating right and left cheeks. Observe that while doing this,
      you should not kiss on the cheeks (like in Russia) but actually
      only touch cheeks and make a kissing sound while kissing the air,
      placing your lips on a strangers cheek is a clear sign of sexual
      interest.

      
      	In Brazil showers are long and frequent. In fact Brazil is the
      only country that rivals Japan in the amount of time people spend
      cleaning themselves

      

      
      	Many Brazilians can dance and Brazilians are usually at ease
      with their own bodies. While talking, they may stand closer to each
      other than North Americans or Northern Europeans do, and also tend
      to touch each other more, e.g. on the shoulder or arm, hugs
      etc.

      

      
      	Brazilians like to drink, especially (very) cold beer (in pubs
      and in hot weather) and wine (in restaurants or in the winter).
      However getting drunk, even in a pub, is considered very unsuitable
      unless you are with very good friends and everybody is as drunk as
      you. People go to pubs to talk, flirt and tell jokes, not
      essentially to drink.

      

      Contact[edit]

      By
      phone[edit]

      Brazil has international telephone code 55 and two-digit area
      codes, and phone numbers are eight digits long. Some areas used
      seven digits until 2006, meaning you might still find some old
      phone numbers which won't work unless you add another digit.
      (Mostly, try adding 2 or 3 at the beginning).

      Eight-digit numbers beginning with digits 2 to 5 are land lines,
      while eight-digit numbers beginning with digits 6 to 9 are mobile
      phones.

      All cities use the following emergency numbers:

      
      	190 - Police

      	192 - Ambulance

      	193 - Firefighters

      

      However, if you dial 911 while in Brazil, you will be redirected
      to the police.

      To dial to another area code or to another country, you must
      chose a carrier using a two-digit carrier code. Which carriers are
      available depends on the area you are dialing from and on the area
      you are dialing to. Carriers 21 (Embratel) and 23 (Intelig) are
      available in all areas. Be mindful that operators will typically
      speak in Portuguese, and may not provide an English-speaking
      operator available, even in major cities.

      The international phone number format for calls from other
      countries to Brazil is +55-(area code)-(phone number)

      In Brazil:

      
      	To dial to another area code: 0-(carrier code)-(area
      code)-(phone number)

      	To dial to another country: 00-(carrier code)-(country
      code)-(area code)-(phone number)

      	Local collect call: 90-90-(phone number)

      	Collect call to another area code: 90-(carrier code)-(area
      code)-(phone number)

      	International Collect Call: 000111 or through Embratel at
      0800-703-2111

      

      Public payphones use disposable prepaid cards, which come with
      20, 40, 60 or 75 credits. The discount for buying cards with larger
      denominations is marginal. Phone booths are nearly everywhere, and
      all cards can be used in all booths, regardless of the owner phone
      company. Cards can be bought from many small shops, and almost all
      news agents sell them. The Farmácia Pague Menos sells them
      at official (phone company) price, somewhat cheaper. Calls to cell
      phones (even local) will use up your credits very quickly
      (nearly as expensive as international calls). Calling the USA costs
      about one real per minute. It's possible to find all international
      and Brazilian phone codes on DDI and DDD phone
      codes.

      By mobile
      phone[edit]

      When traveling to Brazil, even though it may seem best to carry
      your cell phone along, you should not dismiss the benefits of the
      calling cards to call the ones back home. Get yourself a Brazil
      calling card when packing for your trip. Brazil phone cards 
      [37]

      Brazil has 4 national mobile operators: Vivo, Claro, OI and TIM,
      all of them running GSM and HSDPA/HSPA+ networks (Vivo still runs a
      legacy CDMA 1xRTT network, which is being phased out). There are
      also smaller operators, like Nextel (iDEN Push-To-Talk and HSPA+),
      CTBC-ALGAR (GSM and HSDPA in Triangulo Mineiro Region (Minas
      Gerais)), and Sercomtel (GSM and HSDPA in Paraná). OpenSignal
      provide independent Brazil cell coverage
      maps allowing comparison of the quality of the networks.

      Pay-as-you-go (pré-pago) SIM cards for GSM phones are
      widely available in places like newsstands, drugstores,
      supermarkets, retail shops, etc. Vivo uses 850 MHz and 1900 MHz
      frequencies, while other operators uses 900 MHz and 1800 MHz
      frequencies. 3G/HSDPA coverage is available mostly on big cities on
      the southeast states and capitals. Some states use 850 MHz but
      others use 2100 MHz for 3G/HSDPA. If you need to unlock a phone
      from a specific operator, this can be done for a charge in any
      phone shop.

      All major carriers (Vivo, Claro, TIM and Oi) can send and
      receive text messages (SMS) as well as phone calls to/from
      abroad.

      Internet cafes (Lan houses) are increasingly common, and
      even small towns often have at least one spot with more or less
      decent connections.

      An increasing number of hotels, airports and shopping malls also
      offer hotspots for Wi-Fi with your laptop computer.

      For general tips on internet while travelling, see our travel
      topic: Internet access

      By
      mail[edit]

      The Brazilian Correio [38] is
      fairly reliable and post offices are everywhere. However, be aware
      that if you ask how much it costs to send a letter, postcard or
      package they will automatically give you the "priority" price
      (prioritário) instead of the normal one (Econômico).
      You might think that the priority one will make it go faster, but
      it isn't true; it takes as long as the normal fare, so be sure to
      ask for the "econômico" price of anything you wish to dispatch.
      Despite loss of parcels are very rare, brazilian post and customs
      are very slow mainly with international packages a international
      parcel sent from brazil delay more than 20 days to be dispatched
      from the country, as a international parcel to Brazil delay in
      customs for about 60 days,
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      NOTE: The CDC has identified Colombia as an affected area of the Zika
      outbreak. Pregnant women are advised to be cautious as the virus
      can lead to birth defects. Adults affected by the virus experience
      fever, rash, joint pain, and conjunctivitis (red eyes) typically
      lasting a week. You can learn more by visiting the
      official CDC website.

      
      

      
      

      

      Colombia - Twice the
      size of France, and with a
      diversity of landscapes and cultures that would be hard to find
      even in countries five times its size, Colombia should by all
      rights be one of the world's top travel destinations.

      Pick a climate, and it's yours—if you find the light jacket
      weather of Bogotá cold, drive an hour down through the mountains
      and sunbathe next to the pool of your rented hacienda. If you don't
      want to sit still, head off into the Amazon or any of the country's
      other many inland jungles, snow-capped volcanoes, rocky deserts,
      endless plains, lush valleys, coffee plantations, alpine lakes,
      deserted beaches.

      For culture, intellectual Bogotá might lead the rest of Latin
      America in experimental theater, indie-rock, and just sheer volume
      of bookstores, but you could also get a completely alien education
      in an Amazonian malocca, or you could delve into the huge
      Latin music scene of salsa and cumbia, with the most exciting dance
      display being the enormous Carnival of Barranquilla.

      For history, wander the narrow streets of South America's
      original capital in Bogotá, check out old Spanish colonial
      provincial retreats like Villa de Leyva, trek through the thick
      jungle-covered mountains of the northeast to the Lost City of the
      Tayrona Indians. Walk the walls of Cartagena's achingly beautiful old city,
      looking over the fortified ramparts upon which the colonial history
      of South America pivoted.

      For nightlife, hot Cali is
      today's world capital of salsa, claiming that competitive
      distinction even over Colombia's other vibrant big city party
      scenes, which keep the music going long into the small hours of the
      morning.

      For dining, you'll find everything from the ubiquitous cheap,
      delicious Colombian home-style meals to world-class upscale and
      modern culinary arts in the big cities, with cuisines from all
      corners of the world represented.

      And for relaxing, there are gorgeous tropical beaches along
      Colombia's Caribbean and Pacific
      coasts, but you can find even more laidback and peaceful retreats
      on the idyllic and unspoilt Caribbean island of Providencia.

      The political violence has subsided substantially throughout the
      majority of the country and savvy travelers have already flocked
      here from around the world—come before everyone else catches
      on!

      Understand[edit]

      Colombia is the only country in South America with coastlines on both the
      North Pacific Ocean and Caribbean Sea as well as the country with
      the world's second most biodiversity. Lying to the south of
      Panama, Colombia controls
      the land access between Central and South America. With Panama to the
      north, Colombia is surrounded by Venezuela to the east, Brazil to the southeast, and Ecuador and Peru to the south west. The country was named in honor
      of Christopher Columbus, following the Italian version of his name
      (Cristoforo Colombo). Although Columbus never actually set foot on
      the current Colombian territory, in his fourth voyage he visited
      Panama, which was part of Colombia until 1903.

      Traveling in Colombia is definitely worthwhile. From Bogota,
      with a temperate climate 2,600m (8,530ft) above sea
      level and at a constant temperature of 19 degrees Celsius, a drive
      of one or two hours North, South, East or West can take you to
      landscapes which are as diverse as they are beautiful. To historic
      city centres and towns, modern and energetic party cities, oriental
      plains which stretch out far beyond the horizon with little
      modulation. rugged contours of the higher Andean region, the
      Guajira peninsula and its desert, idylic beaches, the tropical
      jungle of the Amazon and the Choco with abundant flora and fauna,
      snowy peaks and volcanoes, ancient ruins, the Magdalena River
      valley and its hot weather, beautiful coral reefs and an abundant
      underwater marine life together with pleasant relaxed tropical
      islands, and the ability to rest and relax in a privately rented
      hacienda that lets you have and enjoy these treasures to
      yourself. Such a diversity comes in with an equal diverse amount of
      traditions and foods. Colombia is one of the equatorial countries
      of the world, but unique in its extreme topography and abundance of
      water and has something for everyone.

      Climate[edit]

      Take your pick, really. Colombia is an equatorial country with
      amazing variance in altitude, so it's going to be pretty whatever
      temperature you like best all year long somewhere! The climate is
      tropical along the coast, eastern plains, and Amazon; cold in the
      highlands with periodic droughts. Lacking the usual seasons,
      Colombians normally refer to rainy seasons as winter—but the
      differences in terrain and altitude mean the rainy seasons are
      different in every corner of the country!

      The one downside to all this climactic diversity, though, is
      that you'll have to bring a fair amount of different clothes if you
      plan to travel extensively. Cities in the center like Bogotá and
      those to the north in Boyacá can potentially reach temperatures below 0°
      Celsius, so bring a coat. Some mountains are also covered in snow
      year-long. Cities along the Caribbean coast like Cartagena, Barranquilla, and Santa Marta are hot and
      humid, while some cities at mid-altitude in the Andes like Medellín (the City of
      Eternal Spring), Manizales, and other cities in the Coffee Triangle
      region have beautiful temperate weather always.

      Terrain[edit]

      Flat coastal lowlands, central highlands, high Andes Mountains,
      eastern lowland plains

      Natural hazards: highlands subject to volcanic eruptions;
      occasional earthquakes. Recent volcanic disaster occurred in
      Armero, 1985. 25,000 people were buried by lahars that the Nevado
      del Ruiz produced.

      Highest point: Pico Cristobal Colon 5,775m
      (18,950ft) of the Sierra Nevada de Santa Marta. The mountain
      is part of the world's highest coastal range. Nearby Pico Simon
      Bolivar has the same elevation

      History[edit]

      Colombia was originally inhabited by numerous, major indigenous
      cultures like the Muisca and the Tayrona. The area that now is
      Colombia was colonised by the Spanish when America was 'discovered'
      by Europeans. The process of colonisation radically altered the
      social structures of the areas and through war and disease brought
      by the Spanish, the indigenous populations shrank dramatically in
      size and their numbers dwindle since then. The Spanish brought
      European settlers and African slaves, while most of the population
      in the colony was of mixed Spanish and Indigenous ancestry. The
      country became independent from Spain in 1810. It was one of the
      five countries liberated by Simón Bolívar (the others being
      Ecuador, Venezuela, Peru and Bolivia). Colombia, Ecuador, Venezuela
      and Panama then formed the first Republic of Colombia. Ecuador and
      Venezuela declared their independence from Colombia in 1830. Panama
      declared its independence from Colombia in 1903. The history of the
      country in the years to come following independence was marked by
      several civil wars. The legacy of these conflicts, together with
      troublesome social issues, early state repression against rural
      communities and peasants and world polarisation caused by the Cold
      War culminated in a communist insurgent campaign by the FARC and
      the ELN to overthrow the Colombian Government. Although the
      movement lacks the military strength or popular support necessary
      to overthrow the government. The years during the conflict were
      marked by heavy fighting between the communist guerrillas, the
      Colombian state and military, right-wing paramilitaries and several
      drug cartels gave the country a terrible reputation. In the years
      following 2002 the safety has been improving throughout the
      country. In 2012 the government and the FARC started peace talks
      aiming at bringing the 50 year old Civil War to an end once and for
      all. Colombia is currently in a process of recovery, and this
      country is creating an economy thriving and attractive to many
      national and international investors. Ending the conflict, high
      income inequalities and rebuilding itself from the legacy of war
      are some of the issues that confront the country.

      Regions[edit]

      
      
      
      
      	
      	Andino

      Rugged Andean landscapes and altiplanos containing the two largest
      cities in Colombia; Bogotá and Medellín as well as nice and
      beautiful national parks and coffee plantations.
      

      
      

      
      
      
      	
      	Costa Norte

      The lively Colombian Caribbean keeps its share of attractions in
      Colombia with the historic, yet modern cities of its coast with
      lots of diving, trekking and exploring opportunities in the jungle
      and the desert.
      

      
      

      
      
      
      	
      	Orinoquía

      The eastern endless plains with unique tropical savannas, gallery
      forests and wetlands, mostly ignored by tourists.
      

      
      

      
      
      
      	
      	Pacifica

      The place where Colombia meets the Pacific brings tropical forests
      of the Chocó, the uniqueness of the Pacific Marine life, Colombia's
      best party city and Colombia's religious culture into this
      potential tourist hotspot.
      

      
      

      
      
      
      	
      	Amazonia

      The beautiful, vast and remote Amazon jungle.
      

      
      

      
      
      
      	
      	Colombian Islands

      Remote and idyllic tropical islands with great diving
      opportunities.
      

      
      

      

      
      	Bogotá — the
      capital, a cosmopolitan city two miles high, with some twelve
      million people sprawling outwards from Andean mountains, where
      you'll find excellent museums, world-class dining, and most
      everything one wants from a big city.

      

      
      	Cali — Colombia's third
      largest city, renowned as the salsa capital of Latin America.

      

      
      	Cartagena — the Heroic City, Capital of
      the Bolívar department is Colombia's tourist city par excellence.
      The colonial architecture and the skyscrapers can be seen together
      in this city that offers a unique experience of festivals, historic
      attractions, restaurants, and hotels.

      

      
      	Barranquilla — the Gold Port and fourth largest
      city in the nation isn't necessarily that exciting most of the
      year, but its Carnival is the second biggest in the world after
      Rio's, and
      is both an amazing cultural experience and one heck of a party! The
      city is also the hometown of Colombian superstar Shakira.

      

      
      	Manizales — the
      center of the Zona Cafetera offers the opportunity to visit
      Los Nevados National Park and to live the coffee plantation
      experience.

      

      
      	Medellín — the
      City of Eternal Spring and capital of the Antioquia department is
      famous for having a large textile industry, which produces top
      quality clothing that is sent all over the world. It's also the
      birthplace of master painter Fernando Botero, therefore it houses
      the great majority of his works.

      

      
      	Pereira — the lovely
      City, capital of the Risaralda department and major city of the
      coffee region, important and modern city, commercial and touristic.
      The famous "naked Bolívar" and Matecaña Zoo. Very near to Santa
      Rosa hot water springs and the National Park of "Los Nevados".

      

      
      	Popayán — this beautiful, white-washed city is
      Colombia's religious center. Home to the second largest Easter
      festival in the world (after Seville, Spain), this town has
      contributed more Colombian presidents than any other. Bordered by
      the Puracé National Park and gateway to the archeological
      sites of San Agustín and Tierra Dentro in nearby
      Huilla.

      

      
      	Santa Marta —
      a popular base for adventure tourism in the beautiful areas
      surrounding, and unique in the sense that it offers you beautiful
      beaches one day, and the next one a walk to the foothill of a snowy
      mountain, the Sierra Nevada de Santa Marta, the highest in the
      country.

      

      Other
      destinations[edit]

      Natural
      Destinations[edit]

      
      	Amacayacu National Park — Far, far
      from civilization in the Amazon rainforest, a huge national park
      explorable via boat, full of strange monkey-infested islands and
      pink dolphins.

      

      
      	Isla
      Gorgona — This former prison island in the Pacific Ocean is now
      a nature reserve open for visitors. There is abundant wildlife like
      monkeys, snakes, whales and sea turtles. It offers excellent diving
      conditions.

      

      
      	San Andrés
      and Providencia
      Islands — In the Caribbean found halfway towards Jamaica, both with
      great beaches and underwater life, San Andrés is more touristy and
      Providencia is idyllic, remote. The latter with the Western
      hemisphere's second largest barrier reef, it has been designated a
      UNESCO Biosphere Reserve.

      

      
      	Cocuy National Park — A snow caped sierra
      with one of the most amazing landscapes and flora which are perfect
      for adventurous trekking and mountaineering.

      

      
      	San Gil, Barichara and Chicamocha
      Canyon — The adventure capital of Colombia with gorgeous mountains
      to ride, rivers to raft, waterfalls to abseil, caves to explore.
      Also with lovely colonial towns to visit while there.

      

      Archeological or man made
      destinations[edit]

      
      	Catedral de Sal — A colossal church built
      underground in a former salt mine, with passages lined with
      exquisite sculptures, and a radiant cross rising over the altar of
      the cavernous nave.

      

      
      	Ciudad
      Perdida — A pre-Columbian city located in the Colombian jungle
      close to Santa
      Marta. Built between the eighth and the fourteenth century by
      the Tayrona Indians. Nowadays only stone circular shaped terraces
      covered by jungle remain.

      

      
      	Villa de
      Leyva — A beautiful and very well preserved colonial town with
      plenty of history and nature around it.

      

      By
      plane[edit]

      There are regular international flights into major cities
      including Bogotá,
      Medellín, Cali, Barranquilla, Bucaramanga, Cartagena, Pereira, Cucuta,
      Armenia and San Andres
      Island as well as to other smaller cities in the borders with
      Venezuela, Ecuador, Panamá and Brazil.

      There are daily direct flights to and from the U.S, Canada,
      Mexico, Costa Rica, Guatemala, El Salvador, Panama, Cuba, Dominican
      Republic, Spain, France, Germany, Netherlands, Portugal, the United
      Kingdom, Venezuela, Peru, Ecuador, Bolivia, Chile, Argentina and
      Brazil.

      Beware that Medellín is the only Colombian city served by 2
      airports: International and long-range domestic flights go to
      José María Córdova International Airport (IATA: MDE) while regional and some
      other domestic flights arrive in Olaya Herrera airport
      (IATA: EOH) [1].

      Bogota has two airport terminals: Puente Aereo and El Dorado.
      Outside the airport, be aware of enterprising men who will help you
      lift your bags into a taxi or car, and then expect payment. It is
      best to politely refuse all offers of help unless from a taxi
      driver you are about to hire.

      Taxis are regulated, reasonably priced and safe from the
      airports. A taxi ride from the airport to the central business
      district in Bogota, takes approximately 20 minutes.

      
      	Important: There are no major roads coming from 3 neighboring
      countries: Panamá, Brazil and Perú. There are no roads at all from
      Panamá, and there are tiny roads between Colombia and Perú or
      Brazil, but they do not lead to major cities or regions.

      

      By
      boat[edit]

      Enter from Panama by the
      Puerto
      Obaldia-Capurganá pass. From Capurganá, another boat ride takes you to
      Turbo, where buses take you
      to Medellín and Montería.

      If you enter from Brazil, there are weekly boats from Manaus to Tabatinga/Leticia through the Amazon River. It takes around six
      days to go from Manaus and just three days to come back (the reason
      of the difference is the current of the river). There are also
      weekly motorboats which are more expensive, but cover the route in
      less than two days. Once in Leticia you have daily domestic flights
      to several cities, including Bogotá.

      From Santa Rosa Peru, across
      the river from Leticia, you can take a fast (10hr, US$ 75 or 200
      PEN) or slow (2-3 days, ~US$20-25, bring a hammock, plate and spoon
      - food is provided) boat to Iquitos [1].

      From
      Venezuela[edit]

      
      
      
      	
      Colombia- Venezuela border closed

      As of 22 August 2015, the Colombia- Venezuela border is closed
      until further notice by president Maduro. The Venezuelan president
      said there would be 60 days of martial law in five municipalities
      in the state of Tachira.

      
      

      
      

      

      Connections can be made from the Caracas main terminal to most
      cities in Colombia. From the main terminal, Maracaibo (Venezuela)
      you can find buses that run to the cities (Cartagena, Baranquilla,
      Santa Marta) on the coast. The border at Maicao provides a
      relatively easy, straightforward entry into Colombia from
      Venezuela.

      You can also enter from Venezuela via the busy San Cristóbal to Cúcuta route, which passes
      through the border town of San Antonio del
      Táchira.

      From
      Ecuador[edit]

      It is very straightforward to enter Colombia from Ecuador.
      Travel to Tulcan, where you can get a taxi to the border. Get your
      exit stamps from the immigration offices and take another taxi to
      Ipiales. From there you can travel further to Cali, Bogotá, ...

      From Lago Agrio
      to Mocoa, check the Mocoa page.

      From
      Panama[edit]

      You can't cross from Panama to Colombia by bus—the Darien Gap
      begins at Yaviza, where the Interamericana runs out. Consider using
      the boat crossing instead. There are often yachts that will shuttle
      you between Colombia and Panama and offer a stop in the gorgeous
      San Blas islands. Airlines with flights between the two countries
      are: Avianca, COPA, LAN, Viva Colombia.

      Citizens of most western countries, including most European countries, all South American
      nations, Panama, Costa Rica, Honduras, El Salvador, Guatemala, Belize, Mexico, the United States, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, Solomon Islands, Fiji, Papua New Guinea, Indonesia, Brunei, Philippines, Taiwan, South Korea, Bhutan, Japan,
      Russia, Malaysia and Singapore don't need a visa,
      unless they are staying for more than 90 days. Irish citizens no
      longer need to apply for a visa at a Colombian embassy, and should
      have the same treatment at immigration as any other visa-free
      travelers. Canadian citizens are now required to pay a reciprocity
      fee of 160000COP at arrival, except for those staying in San Andrés
      Island and Santa Catalina, as well as those arriving via charter
      flight into Cartagena.[2]

      Colombian authorities will stamp passports from the above
      countries giving permission to stay for a maximum of 30 to 90 days.
      Immigration officials at any of the international airports of the
      country will usually ask you the intended length of your trip,
      giving you a determinate number of days that will cover it, which
      you can extend to 90 by going to any immigration services
      office.

      Extending
      your stay[edit]

      You can apply for a 90-day extension to your stay at an Asuntos
      Migratorios office in some of the major cities, which costs around
      40.00 USD. You need two copies of your passport's main page, two
      copies of the page with the entrance stamp, two copies of a ticket
      en route out of the country, and four photographs. The procedure
      takes some time and includes taking your fingerprints. For
      visitors, the maximum length of stay can not exceed 6 months in 1
      year.

      Get
      around[edit]

      By
      plane[edit]

      The most important domestic carriers in Colombia are:

      They all have well-kept fleets and regular service to major
      towns and cities in Colombia. The major Colombian airports have
      been certified as "Highly Safe" by international organizations.
      Please be aware that the online payment process of some domestic
      airlines is complicated: For example Easyfly does not accept
      international credit cards. Payments can be done at the airport or
      official ticket offices.

      By
      train[edit]

      There is no passenger train service in the country.

      Driving is on the right hand side of the road-most cars have
      standard transmissions. Colombia's fleet is composed mainly of cars
      with 4-Cylinder engines that are of European and Japanese
      manufacture. Foreign visitors may drive if they show an
      international driver's license (a multilingual endorsement card
      issued by automobile and driver's clubs around the world).

      Insurance is cheap and mandatory.

      The speed limit in residential areas is 30km/h
      (19mph), and in urban areas it is 60km/h (37mph).
      There is a national speed limit of 80km/h (50mph).

      The country has a well-maintained network of roads that connect
      all major cities in the Andean areas, as well as the ones in the
      Caribbean Coast. There may be significant landslides on roads and
      highways during the rainy season (November to February), by which
      traffic gets interrupted. This usually is resolved within 6 hours
      to 4 days. There are many toll crossings; the fee is about US$3.00.
      There are also plenty of dirt roads of variable quality.
      International land travel is only possible to Ecuador and
      Venezuela.

      Travel by bus is widespread and has different levels of quality.
      Long-distance trips rarely cost over US$55.00 (one way). When
      acquiring tickets for the bus, the local custom is that the
      passenger comes to the terminal and buys the next available bus
      going to the desired destination. Depending on the company or
      terminal, it may be even not possible to purchase a ticket 1 or
      several days in advance! Therefore, it is recommendable to know at
      least when a particular service starts and ends in a day. Long
      distance bus travel tends to be very slow because main highways are
      two-lane roads with lots of truck traffic. For any distance more
      than 5 hours, you may want to check into air travel. For low-cost
      fairs Viva Colombia is the best option (www.vivacolombia.co)

      
      Distance and travel time from Bogotá:
      
      
      	Destination
      	Distance (km)
      	Time (h)
      

      
      	Armenia
      	296
      	8
      

      
      	Barranquilla
      	985
      	20
      

      
      	Bucaramanga
      	429
      	8
      

      
      	Cali
      	511
      	12
      

      
      	Cartagena
      	1090
      	23
      

      
      	Cúcuta
      	630
      	16
      

      
      	Ipiales
      	948
      	24
      

      
      	Manizales
      	278
      	8
      

      
      	Medellín
      	440
      	9
      

      
      	Neiva
      	309
      	6
      

      
      	Pasto
      	865
      	22
      

      
      	Pereira
      	360
      	9
      

      
      	Popayán
      	646
      	15
      

      
      	San Agustín
      	529
      	12
      

      
      	Santa Marta
      	952
      	19
      

      
      	Tunja
      	147
      	2
      

      
      

      Some companies that offers routes to the north:

      1. http://www.expresobrasilia.com
      2. http://www.copetran.com.co 3.
      http://www.berlinasdelfonce.com
      4. http://www.rapidoochoa.com/

      Other companies that goes to the south part of the country:

      1. http://www.bolivariano.com.co/
      2. http://www.expresopalmira.com.co/
      3. http://www.coomotor.com.co/

      By urban
      bus[edit]

      Around the turn of this century urban centers in Colombia saw
      the development of a highly efficient and neat bus transit systems
      that are spreading to other countries. In Bogotá you can find the
      Transmilenio, in Medellin el Metroplus [3], in Cali el Mio, in
      Barranquilla Transmetro, in Bucaramanga Metrolínea,
      in Pereira the Megabús. It is still recommended that you
      keep an eye on your belongings and that you do not carry valuables,
      excess cash (more than $20,000 COP visible) or unnecessary items.
      Never accept food or drinks from strangers. Avoid talking to
      strangers at bus stops or terminals. It is possible you may be
      stopped at police check points. A calm attitude is the best key to
      avoid inconveniences.

      By
      metro[edit]

      The only metro system of Colombia is in Medellín, in the
      Department (state) of Antioquia. It connects the outlying suburban
      towns with the barrios of Medellín - Line A departs from La
      Estrella to Barrio Niquía, Line B from Barrio San Antonio to Barrio
      San Javíer. The metro system also has two cable car lines:
      Metrocable Line K from Barrio Acevedo to Barrio Santo Domingo Savio
      and Metrocable Line J departing from Barrio San Javier. Riding the
      cable cars is a unique experience, as passengers travel up the
      mountains in gondolas. The MetroCable has six stations and an
      extension to the Parque Arví ecopark. Ride to Parque Arvi costs
      about 4USD (3500 COP). There, after a 20 minutes trip in the
      gondola carts you reach an altitude of 2500 meters above sea
      level.

      By
      taxi[edit]

      The taxi networks in big cities such as Bogota are extensive and
      very cheap. A (bright yellow) taxi journey across Bogota, can take
      up to a day but cost less than US$15.

      If you order a taxi by phone the company will then give you the
      taxi registration number. Then the taxi will be waiting at the
      given address. You may need to give them a three or four digit code
      given to you when you book the taxi. During the day some taxi ranks
      outside hotels, office buildings and government offices will only
      allow certified drivers and companies and will also take your name
      and details when you board the taxi. Taxis from city to city are
      easy to arrange by phoning ahead and agreeing the price, it will
      still be cheap by western standards and is safe and quite
      agreeable.

      The meter in all taxis starts at 25, and then increases over
      distance. The number it arrives at corresponds to a tariff that
      will be on display on the front seat of the cab. Taxi and bus
      prices increase on Sundays, public holidays, early in the morning
      and late at night. There are also extra charges for baggage and for
      booking in advance by telephone.

      Unlike many other countries it is not customary to tip the taxi
      driver. It's up to the individual.

      Many taxis are not allowed to travel outside of Bogota due to
      boundary restrictions with their licences. You should always make
      arrangements to travel outside of Bogota by taxi ahead of time.

      In some locations (Las Aguas in the Candelaria district of
      Bogota for example) you may find an individual acting as a tout for
      taxi drivers - they will offer you a taxi and lead you to a
      particular cab. They then recevie a small tip from the driver.

      Taxis (and much else besides) are much more expensive in
      Cartagena than in other cities.

      By cable
      car[edit]

      Since most of the Colombian population lives in the Andes,
      cable car systems are becoming popular for both commuting
      and tourist transportation. You can ride the ones in Manizales and
      Medellín, which are integrated in the Metro system [4], as
      well as the ones in rural small towns of Antioquia: Jardín, Jericó, Sopetrán and San Andrés de
      Cuerquia. Also enjoy the magnificent view of the new cable car
      above the Chicamocha river canyon in Santander.

      The official language of Colombia is Spanish.

      Besides the standard Spanish, 68 ethnic regional languages and
      dialects are recognised. English also official in the San Andrés,
      Providencia and Santa Catalina Islands.Some indigenous tribes in
      rural areas continue to speak their own languages, though almost
      all people from those tribes will be bilingual in their indigenous
      language and Spanish.

      If you've recently learned Spanish, its a relief to know that
      the Bogota dialect is clear and easy to understand. The Spanish
      does vary, however, from Cartagena to Bogota to Cali. Generally the
      Spanish on the coasts is spoken more rapidly, and Spanish from
      Medellin has its own idiosyncrasies. Note that in cities like
      Medellín and Cali, the dialect of Spanish is the voseo form.
      Meaning that instead of the second person familiar pronoun
      tú, vos is used instead. Though tú is also
      understood by everybody, vos is a more friendly voice while
      tú is reserved for intimate circles. The Spanish spoken
      along the Caribbean coast is similar to the dialects spoken in
      spoken in Cuba, Puerto Rico and Dominican
      Republic.

      English is taught in school, and Colombians are often exposed to
      subtitled Hollywood films, so while shy, many younger Colombians in
      the largest cities know at least a few basic phrases in English.
      Expect to meet teenage Colombians who may want to practice their
      English skills with you.

      Some Colombians from more affluent backgrounds will have lived
      and worked in the U.S., Canada, England and possibly Australia in
      order to learn English. Many university text books are in English,
      and the majority of high ranking professionals, executives and
      government workers in Colombia speak an acceptable level of
      English.

      French, German and Portuguese are also spoken, but to a lesser
      extent.

      Much of Colombia is in the Andes, which means there is very nice
      mountainous scenery to be found. On the other hand, there are also
      nice beaches to be found in the lowlands. The altitude of some
      peaks mean that snow can be seen even though they lie in the
      tropics.

      There are a lot of things to do in Colombia, and you can find
      parties and celebrations wherever you go. Colombians especially
      love to dance, and if you don't know how, they'll happily teach
      you. Colombia is known for its exciting night life.

      There are many groups and agencies offering eco-tourism and it
      is very usual to find trekking plans (locally named 'caminatas' or
      'excursiones') on weekend; many groups (named 'caminantes') offers
      cheaper one day excursion, special trips (on long weekends or
      during periods of vacation time (January, Holy Week, July, August,
      October, December) to different places in the country. Some
      recommended groups based out of Bogotá are: Viajar y Vivir, Fundación Sal Si Puedes,
      Caminantes del Retorno; there are many other. Patianchos in
      Medellín; Rastros in Bucaramanga. If your into adventure theres a
      archaeological site of an ancient city in Colombia's Sierra Nevada
      called Teyuna, its a lost city created by the Arhuaco, the Kouguis
      and the Wiwas. It was found in 1972, when a group of local treasure
      looters found a series of stone steps rising up the mountainside
      and followed them to an abandoned city. They usually offer guidance
      and transportation to the place; on long trips include lodging and
      other services. The recommendation is asking if the guide has the
      official certification.

      The Colombian textile industry is well-recognized and reputable
      around South America and Europe. Clothing, including lingerie is
      particularly well-regarded as high quality and very affordable.
      Leather garments, shoes and accessories are also of interest to
      foreigners. The best place to buy either is Medellin, known for being
      the fashion capital of the country, where one can buy very high
      quality goods at a very low cost.

      Colombian emeralds and gold (18k) jewelry can also be very
      attractive for visitors. A typical Colombian style of jewelry is a
      copy of precolombian jewelry, which is fabricated with gold, silver
      and semi-precious stones.

      The "mochila", the Spanish word for "backpack" or "rucksack", is
      also a traditional, indigenous, hand-woven Colombian bag, normally
      worn over the shoulder. They are commonly sold in shopping malls,
      especially in the Santa Marta/El Rodadero area. Mochilas usually
      come in three sizes - a large one to carry bigger things, a medium
      one to carry personal belongings, and a small one to carry coca
      leaves. Coca leaves are carried by local tribe members to reduce
      hunger, increase energy and to combat altitude sickness.

      Handicrafts such as intricately designed jewelery are commonly
      sold in markets and on street corners. Many street vendors will
      approach people, selling t-shirts, shorts, glasses, bracelets,
      watches, necklaces, souvenirs, and novelty photographs. If you want
      to buy something, this is a good time to exercise your bartering
      skills. Usually you can go down by 2,000 to 3,000 pesos, however
      10%-15% is the generally accepted rule. For example, if someone is
      selling a shirt for P$10,000, try asking if you can pay P$8,000. Go
      from there.

      If you don't want to buy anything, a simple gracias,
      ("thank you") and a non-committal wave of your hand will deter
      would-be sellers.

      The currency of Colombia is the Colombian peso, often
      symbolised locally as "$", but in our guides the ISO international
      symbolisation of COP is used. Most banks and money changers
      will exchange major world currencies such as the US dollar and the
      euro. The ubiquitous Giros y Finanzas (also does Western Union
      transfers) [5] can be found in many
      shopping malls. It is interesting to note that currency exchange
      are traded below the market value meaning you can get for example
      dollars below market rate.

      
      	For transport, accommodations, tourism and food:

      

      
      	
      
      	
      
      	cheap: US$30 for one person, US$50 for two (at 2,000 pesos per
      dollar).

      	comfortable: US$60 for one person, maybe US$100 for two.

      

      

      

      

      

      Typical prices: modest but clean (and occasionally
      charming) hotel: US$25 (50,000 COP), nice meal: US$15 for two,
      beers: US$0.60-1.50 depending on bar, bus: 100km about US$6
      (cheaper per km for longer trips, more for dirt roads), urban
      transport: 50 US cents.

      "Installments or one payment": When you get your check at
      restaurants, you will be asked two questions - credit? (credit card
      or something else) and whether you want to pay all at once or in
      installments. If you say "credito" and "uno" to the questions that
      are asked, you will probably be answering the questions
      correctly.

      In many areas of Colombia, it is common to have buñuelos
      (deep fried corn flour balls with cheese in the dough) and
      arepas (rather thick corn tortillas, often made with cheese
      and served with butter) with scrambled eggs for breakfast. Bogotá and the central region
      have its own breakfast delicacy of tamales - maize and chopped pork
      or chicken with vegetables and eggs, steamed in banana leaves,
      often served with home-made hot chocolate.

      Empanadas, made with potato and meat with a pouch-like yellow
      exterior, are delicious and entirely different from their Mexican
      counterparts. Pastry is prevalent, both salty and sweet, including
      Pandebono, Pan de Yuca, Pastel Gloria, and Roscon. These vary in
      quality—ask the locals for the best niche places to indulge.

      For lunch, especially on Sundays, you should try a sancocho de
      gallina (rich chicken soup, served with part of the chicken itself,
      rice and vegetables/salad). Sancocho is widespread throughout the
      country, with countless regional variants. On the coast it features
      fish, and is highly recommended. Another soup, served in Bogotá and the periphery, is
      Ajiaco (chicken soup made with three different kinds of potato,
      vegetables and herbs(guasca), served with rice, avocado, corn, milk
      cream and capers).

      "Bandeja paisa" is common in most places, (the "paisas" are the
      natives from some departments in the northwest, such as Antioquia, Caldas, Risaralda and Quindío). This includes rice, beans, fried
      plantain, arepa, fried egg, chorizo, chicharrón (pork crackling)
      with the meat still attached. It's a very fatty dish, but you can
      leave what you don't like, and if you're lucky enough, you could
      find a gourmet bandeja paisa in a good restaurant in Bogotá
      or Medellín. They
      are lighter and smaller.

      There are a few chains throughout the country. In addition to
      worldwide franchises (McDonald's, Burger King, Pizza Hut, Subway,
      T.G.I.F., which are specially focused on Bogotá and other big
      cities), Colombian chains are very strong and located in almost
      every city. Presto and especially El Corral serve outstanding
      burgers, Kokoriko makes broiled chicken and Frisby specializes in
      roasted chicken. Gokela is the first choice among people wanting
      healthy options such as wraps, salads, super foods, supplements and
      subsequently one of the only options for vegetarians, vegans and
      organic eaters. Crêpes and Waffles, as the name indicates, is an
      upscale breakfast/brunch restaurant with spectacular, well, crêpes
      and waffles. There are many international restaurants, including
      rodizios (Brazilian steak house style), paella houses, etc.

      A great variety of tropical fruits can be tasted, and the
      corresponding variety in juices, from some of the oddest ones you
      can find around the globe (really) to the sweetest ones. You just
      must know how to find and prepare them. Anyway, anyone would be
      pleased to teach you. Some examples of those exotic fruits include:
      tamarinds, mangoes, guanabanas, lulo, mangostines, borojo, araza,
      copoacu, and a great variety in citrus. In addition, you can find
      some of those rich and strange flavors in prepared food like ice
      cream brands or restaurant juices. Most of Colombians drink juices
      at home and in restaurants, they are inexpensive and natural
      everywhere.

      In Colombia there are a great variety of "tamales" if you like
      them, but be aware they are very different from their most famous
      Mexican cousins. They differ from region to region, but all of them
      are delicious. They are called "envuelto", the sweet tamale made of
      corn.

      Regarding coffee, you can find a lot of products that are both
      made commercially and home-made from this very famous Colombian
      product, like wines, cookies, candies, milk-based desserts like
      "arequipe", ice-cream, etc.

      Colombians are famous for having a sweet tooth, so you are going
      to find a lot of desserts and local candies like "bocadillo" made
      of guayaba (guava fruit), or the most famous milk-based "arequipe"
      (similar to its Argentinian cousin "dulce leche" or the French
      "confiture de lait"). That just covers the basics, since every
      region in Colombia has its own fruits, local products, and
      therefore its own range of sweet products. If you are a lover of
      rare candies, you could get artisan-made candies in the little
      towns near Bogotá and Tunja.

      The "tres leches" cake is not to be missed - a sponge cake
      soaked in milk, covered in whipped cream, then served with
      condensed milk, it is for the serious dairy fiend only. Another
      delicious dessert is 'leche asada', like a grilled milk.

      Organic food is a current trend in big cities, but in little
      towns you can get fruits and veggies all very natural and fresh.
      Colombians aren't used to storing food for the winter, since there
      are no seasons in the traditional sense. So don't ask them for
      dried items like dried tomatoes or fruits. All you have to do is go
      shopping at the little grocery stores nearby and pick up the
      freshest of the harvest of the month (almost everything is
      available and fresh all year). As for pickles and related preserved
      food, you can find them in supermarkets, but they are not common in
      family households.

      Pre-Columbian civilizations cultivated about 200 varieties of
      potatoes. Colombia as an Andean country, is not the exception. Even
      McDonalds recognizes the quality of this product and buys them. Try
      the local preparations like "papas saladas" (salted potatoes) or
      "papas chorriadas" (stewed potatoes).

      All in all, in Colombia it can be fun to have the ingredients
      and the preparation of a lot of exotic recipes explained to
      you.

      For breakfast, have a home-made hot drink. The choices normally
      include coffee, hot chocolate or "agua de panela". The latter is a
      drink prepared with panela (dried cane juice), sometimes with
      cinnamon and cloves, which gives it a special taste. In Bogotá and
      the region around, is a custom to use cheese along with the drink,
      in a way that small pieces of cheese are put into the cup and then
      after they are melt, you can use a spoon to pick them up and eat it
      like a soup. Hot chocolate is drunk in the same way.

      Colombia's national alcoholic beverage, Aguardiente (A.K.A.
      guaro), tastes strongly of anise, and is typically bought by
      the bottle or half bottle or a quarter. People usually drink it in
      shots. Each region has its own aguardiente, "Antioqueño" (from
      Antioquia), "Cristal" (from Caldas), "Quindiano" (from Quindío), "Blanco del Valle"
      (from Valle del Cauca) and "Nectar" (from Cundinamarca). There is
      also a variety of rum beverages, like "Ron Santa Fe" (also from
      Cundinamarca), "Ron Medellin Añejo" (also from Antioquia), "Ron
      Viejo de Caldas" (also from Caldas) among others.

      The water is drinkable straight from the tap in most of the
      major cities, but be prepared to buy some bottles if you go to the
      countryside. Agua Manantial Bottled water is recommended, it comes
      from a natural spring near Bogotá. Some advice, make sure you do
      not use ice cubes, or drink any beverage that might contain non
      distilled water, ask if the beverage is made with tap or
      bottled/boiled water.

      If you are lucky enough, and if you are staying in a familiar
      "finca cafetera" (coffee farm) you can ask your Colombian friends
      not only for the selected coffee (quality export) but for the
      remaining coffee that the farmers leave to their own use. This is
      manually picked, washed, toasted in rustic brick stoves and
      manually ground. It has the most exquisite and rare flavor and
      aroma ever found.

      In Bogota and the rest of the country, black filter coffee is
      referred to as "tinto" - confusing if you were expecting red
      wine.

      Also, you can find specialized places where you can drink coffee
      with many different combinations (like Juan Valdez Café or Oma),
      hot or frozen preparations.

      Commercially, you can find a lot of products made out of coffee
      too like wines, ice-creams, soda-pops and other beverages.

      In Colombia you can find a range of options, bed and breakfast
      conditioned to western standards and hostels to five-star hotels. There are also
      apartments that rent per day. In many cities, affordable hotels can
      be found near bus terminals catering to locals. You can get a basic
      private room from 10,000 to 15,000 COP, which is cheaper than most
      hostel dorms, though be aware of the safety of the
      neighborhoods.

      Colombia education is generally strict and is kept to high
      standards. Most Colombian degrees can be legalized in foreign
      countries. In contrast to American education, a typical Bachelor's
      degree program in Colombia is 160 credits or 5 years long. You can
      find several programs in different universities around the
      country.

      Learn
      Spanish[edit]

      Colombia is currently the fastest growing "Study Spanish Abroad"
      destination in the world and with good reason. Within Latin
      America, Colombian Spanish is considered to be the purest in form
      and clearest in accent. There is a growing number of universities
      and Spanish language schools in Colombia, offering excellent
      Spanish programs.

      Study Spanish Colombia [6] is an independent
      organisation dedicated to promoting Spanish language education
      throughout Colombia. They list 100% of the options to learn Spanish
      in Colombia and assist hundreds of students every month asking for
      advice about the best Spanish language schools and universities in
      Colombia. They also manage the the largest list of private teachers
      in South America available for private Spanish lessons or Spanish
      lessons by Skype. Additional free services include visa advice,
      booking accommodation, homestays, personalized tours and salsa
      lessons.

      Spanish in Colombia [7] is the government's
      promotional website where you can also find the best institutional
      programs, their specifications, costs, duration and geographic
      location to learn Spanish.

      Learn
      Salsa[edit]

      Colombia is one of the mother countries of Salsa and you will be
      able to listen to this music all over the place. In the last years
      several of the Salsa World Champions came from Colombia. Especially
      in Cali and Cartagena there are plenty of clubs and schools. If you
      want to experience a more purely Colombian artform, however, you
      would do better to explore the world of cumbia instead.

      If you want to work for a national company, such as Bancolombia,
      Avianca, or Presto, you must be able to speak Spanish with
      near-native fluency. Depending on your qualifications, companies
      may offer Spanish lessons, however always make sure that you are
      indeed eligible for the position advertised. You can teach English
      for extra money, especially in smaller cities where the demand for
      it is high. Also you could work for a NGO.

      Stay
      safe[edit]

      
      [image: Stop hand.png]Government Travel
      Advisory

      Even though security in Colombia has increased
      significantly, travel in Colombia outside metropolitan areas,
      especially in the south, is considered dangerous. Guerrilla
      movements including FARC and ELN guerrillas are still operational
      in 30 out of the 32 departments of the country, and especially in
      rural areas of the south, southwest, southeast and northwest.
      Jungle regions near the Ecuadorian, Peruvian, Brazilian and
      Venezuelan borders are also base areas for guerrillas. These groups
      frequently target locals and occasionally foreign visitors,
      sometimes for attacks but especially for kidnapping. In November of
      2010 the US State Department, UK Foreign Office and the Canadian
      Ministry of Foreign Affairs renewed their annual travel advisory
      for Colombia, and continue to recommend against all
      non-essential travel to large swathes of the
      country. Source: [US
      State Department, Canadian Ministry of
      Foreign Affairs, UK Ministry of
      Foreign Affairs]

      Advisory Issued:

      

      

      Colombia has suffered from a terrible reputation as a dangerous and
      violent country but the situation has improved dramatically since
      the '80s and '90s. Colombia is on the path to recovery, and
      Colombians are very proud of the progress they have made.

      The security situation differs greatly throughout the country
      currently. Most jungle regions are not safe to visit, but the area
      around Leticia is very
      safe, and the areas around Santa Marta are OK. No one should visit the
      Darien Gap at the border with Panama (in the north of Chocó), as well as Putumayo and Caquetá, which are very dangerous, active conflict
      zones. Other departments with significant rural violence include
      the departments of Chocó, Cauca, and
      Valle del
      Cauca; eastern Meta,
      Vichada, and
      Arauca in the east; and all
      Amazonian departments except for Amazonas.
      That's not to say that these departments are totally
      off-limits—just be sure you are either traveling with locals who
      know the area, or sticking to cities and tourist destinations.

      Landmines[edit]

      Colombia is currently one of the most mine-affected countries in
      the world. So don't walk around blithely through the countryside
      without consulting locals. Land mines are found in 31 out of
      Colombia's 32 departments, and new ones are planted every day by
      guerrillas, paramilitaries, and drug traffickers.

      Paramilitaries[edit]

      There was an agreement in 2005 with the government which
      resulted in the disarmament of some of the paramilitaries.
      Paramilitaries however are still active in drug business, extortion
      rackets, and as a political force. They do not target tourists
      specifically, but running up against an illegal rural roadblock in
      more dangerous departments is possible.

      Kidnappings[edit]

      At the end of the 90s and in the early 2000s, kidnapping became
      one of the most cost-effective ways of financing for the guerrillas
      of the FARC and the ELN and other armed groups but, thanks to
      improvements in security and the progressive weakening of the
      guerrillas, criminal organizations, and other armed groups, the
      number of kidnappings in Colombia has been constantly declining.
      3,000 Kidnappings took place in 2000 while 229 cases occurred in
      2011. The number of kidnappings continues to decline. Kidnappings
      are still a problem in some southern departments like Cauca and Caquetá. Colombia happily no longer has the
      highest rate of kidnappings in the world.

      Guerrillas[edit]

      The guerrilla movements which includes FARC and ELN guerrillas
      are still operational, though they are greatly weakened compared to
      the 1990s as the Colombian army has killed most of their leaders.
      These guerrillas operate mainly in rural parts of southern,
      southeastern and nortwestern Colombia, although they have a
      presence in 30 out of the country's 32 departments. Big cities
      hardly ever see guerrilla activity these days. River police,
      highway police, newspapers, and fellow travelers can be a useful
      source of information off-the-beaten-path.

      The crime rate in Colombia has been significantly reduced since
      its peak in the late '80s and '90s. However, major urban centers
      and the countryside Colombia still have very high violent crime
      rates, comparable to blighted cities in the United States, and crime has has
      been on the increase in recent (prior to 2013) years. In the
      downtown areas of most cities (which rarely coincides with the
      wealthy parts of town) violent crime is not rare; poor sections of
      cities can be quite dangerous for someone unfamiliar with their
      surroundings. Taxi crime is a very serious danger in major cities,
      so always request taxis by phone, rather than hailing them off the
      street—it costs the same and your call will be answered rapidly.
      Official taxi ranks are safe as well (airports, bus terminals,
      shopping malls).

      Local consumption is low, and penalties are draconian, owing to
      the nation's well-known largely successful fight against some of
      history's most powerful and dangerous traffickers. Cocaine
      manufactured in Colombia was historically mostly consumed in the US
      and the EU, and
      the United States of America is still the world's largest consumer
      of illegal drugs. Remember that the drug trade in Colombia has
      ruined many innocent citizens' lives and dragged the country's
      reputation through the mud.

      The Colombian government has a strong commitment to fight drug
      production and trade. A previous president, Alvaro Uribe, with
      significant aid from the US government, led a policy of massively
      destroying drug plantations using chemical defoliants, achieving a
      great decrease in cocaine production. Thanks to this, White House
      drug czar R. Gil Kerlikowske 
      announced that Colombia is no longer the world's biggest producer
      of cocaine.

      Marijuana is illegal. Police will tolerate you having a few
      grams of this particular drug on your person, but you are flirting
      with danger if you carry much more. Especially in small towns, it
      is not always the police you have to deal with, but vigilantes.
      They often keep the peace in towns, and they have a very severe way
      of dealing with problems. Given Colombia's increasing aggression
      toward combating the drug trade, drug offenses are not treated
      lightly. If you are caught by the authorities possessing a
      controlled substance, expect serious problems.

      Scopolamine is an extremely dangerous drug from an Andean
      flowering tree, which is almost exclusively used for crime.
      Essentially a mind control drug (once experimented with as
      an interrogation device by the CIA), victims become extremely open
      to suggestion and are "talked into" ATM withdrawals, turning over
      belongings, letting criminals into their apartments, etc., all
      while maintaining an outward appearance of more or less sobriety.
      After affects include near total amnesia of what happened, as well
      as potential for serious medical problems. The most talked about
      method of getting drugged with scopolamine is that of powder blown
      off paper, e.g., someone walks up to you (with cotton balls in
      their nose to prevent blowback) and asks for help with a map,
      before blowing the drugs into your face. But by far the most common
      method is by drugging drinks at a bar. To be especially safe,
      abandon drinks if they've been left unattended. While a pretty rare
      problem, it's an awful scary one, and happens most often of all in
      strip clubs.

      Stay
      healthy[edit]

      Drink only bottled water outside the major cities. The water in
      major cities is safe. Most drinking water in people's homes is of
      the purified variety that comes in huge multi-gallon plastic bags
      (which you can find at any little grocery store). The coffee's
      delicious, though, so why not just start that habit!

      Tropical diseases are a concern in lowland
      parts of the country, and more so outside of major cities.
      Mosquitos carry malaria,
      Yellow fever,
      and Dengue, and
      infection rates are similar to other lowland parts of South America (i.e.,
      much lower than in sub-Saharan Africa). Yellow fever has a vaccine,
      so get it—it's required for entry to many national parks, anyway.
      Dengue is not preventable beyond avoiding mosquito bites, so using
      bug spray regularly in lowland rural areas is good sense.

      Malaria is the one that can kill you within 24 hours of
      infection, so trips outside Bogotá, Medellín, Cartagena, and the Andean region warrant use of antimalarials,
      which can be bought very cheaply without a prescription from
      a droguería, which are everywhere in any city of any size
      throughout the country. Ask for Doxycicline tablets at a dosage of
      100 mg, with the number being 30 days plus the number of days in a
      malarial area (so you can start 1-2 days in advance, and take it
      daily continuing for 4 weeks past the end of your trip). The phrase
      you want is: doxiciclina, cien miligramos, [number]
      pastillas. Using some bug spray in the evening serves as a bit
      of extra protection.

      Respect[edit]

      Colombians are acutely aware of their country's bad reputation,
      and tactless remarks about the history of violence might earn you a
      snide remark (likely regarding your country of origin) and an
      abrupt end to the conversation. However, Colombians eventually
      become willing to discuss these topics once they feel comfortable
      enough with someone.

      Colombians are more formal than much of Latin America. Make a
      point to say "please" ("Por favor" or "Hágame el favor") and "thank
      you" ("muchas gracias") for anything, to anyone. When addressed,
      the proper response is "¿Señora?" or "¿Señor?" In parts of the
      country (especially Boyacá) Colombians can be formal to the point of
      anachronism, calling strangers "Su merced" (your Mercy!) in place
      of usted. The one (much) more informal part of the country is along
      the Caribbean coast, where referring to
      people just as "chico" can be more the norm—but take your cues from
      those around you.

      Race is not a hot issue in Colombia, since whites, criollos, and
      mestizos (mixed race) blend naturally with natives and
      Afro-Colombians in everyday life (education, living, politics,
      marriage). Differences between white foreigners are not dwelled
      upon: expect to be called "gringo" even if you are, say, Russian.
      Unless context includes anger, it's not meant to be offensive. If
      you are black, you will probably be referred to as "negro" or
      "moreno," which also are not considered at all offensive. Asians
      are usually called "chino" (Chinese), regardless of actual
      background. Confusingly, Colombians also occasionally refer to
      children as chinos ("kids"); this use comes from Chibcha, an
      indigenous language. Even more confusingly, Colombians refer to
      blondes and redheads as "monos" (monkeys). It sounds offensive, but
      actually ranges from neutral to affectionate.

      Colombians have the mannerism of pointing to objects with their
      chins; pointing to a person or even an object with your finger can
      be considered rude.

      Avoid indicating a person's height using your hand palm down, as
      this is considered reserved for animals or inanimate objects. If
      you must, use your palm facing sidewards with the bottom of the
      hand expressing the height.

      Colombians dance a lot. Anyone will be glad to teach you how to
      dance, and they will not expect you to do it correctly, since they
      have been practicing every weekend for most of their lives.
      Colombian night life centers mostly on dancing, and bars where
      people sit or stand are less common outside major cities.

      Despite the sensual movements, dancing is normally not intended
      as flirtation. Here you could find salsa being danced at a
      children's "piñata" party, or even at parties for older people.
      North Americans and Europeans could find this odd or confusing
      because of the use of salsa and Latin rhythms in their countries. A
      Colombian dancing innocently could be misinterpreted, and in
      general, Colombian women or men are not "easy" just because of the
      way they dance. It is applied in the same way as in Brazil—an
      almost-naked "garota" dancing samba in the carnival is not inviting
      you to have sex with her but inviting you to enjoy, to be happy, to
      join in the celebration, to join the exuberant shedding of
      inhibitions.

      Regarding religion, most Colombians are Catholic, and it´s
      important to them to keep certain ceremonies and respect for all
      things related to religion. You could visit great architectural
      churches, even going inside, but taking pictures may be considered
      disrespectful during a mass celebration. Young people are more open
      to learning about other religions and debate on this subject, and
      you may even find a lot of them who may consider themselves as
      lapsed, non-practicing Catholics or even non-religious.

      Gay
      and lesbian travelers[edit]

      Most Colombians are Catholic, although you'll find that young
      people are increasingly quite relaxed about religion, especially
      with regards to social issues, atheism and agnosticism also is
      growing through younger colombians. Public displays of affection
      are rare, though, and may elicit uncomfortable stares. Verbal and
      physical homophobic violence is not necessarily unheard of, and
      unfortunately less aggressive homophobia may be more widespread
      than what politeness masks. Overall, Colombian attitudes to
      homosexuality are pretty similar to what you find in the United
      States.

      You can find more liberally-minded areas (at least about LGBT
      issues) in Bogotá's Chapinero
      district. It is home to what may be the biggest LGBT community in
      Colombia, and is the focal point of the community's nightlife in
      Bogotá (if not the whole country), with explicitly gay-friendly
      establishments such as Theatron (arguably one of the biggest discos
      in South America) [8]. LGBT pride parades also
      take place in some of the major cities sometime around late June
      and early July. [9]

      Colombia performs and recognizes same-sex marriage as of
      2016.

      Connect[edit]

      By
      phone[edit]

      Carriers[edit]

      It's simple enough to get a SIM card and even an unlocked phone
      at the international airport in Bogotá, although there is, of course, a price hike.
      They're not hard to find in any city either, just ask your hotel or
      hostel staff where to go. Topping up is also easy, and can be done
      pretty much on any street corner.

      The carriers you'll most likely see are Claro, Tigo, and
      Movistar. Claro is the most expensive (by a little bit), but it is
      said that it has the widest coverage in the country, if you expect
      to get off the beaten path; althougth the quality of service have
      been decreasing during the last years. Other carriers are Virgin
      Mobile, which uses the network of movistar, Exito Movil (cheaper
      rates, but harder for tourists to get, and Uff! Móvil, which uses
      the network of Tigo. You can get SIM cards for the latter two at
      Exito supermarkets.

      NOTE: It seems that it is necessary (as of April 2016) to
      "register" your phone after you start using a Colombian SIM card.
      If you do not register your phone within a certain amount of time
      (about 2 weeks) your phone will be blocked and unusable with any
      Colombian cell network. To register you need to use a Colombian
      identification. So you may need to find a Colombian friend to do
      this for you.

      Dialing[edit]

      
      Colombian area codes
      
      
      	#
      	Departments
      

      
      	1
      	Bogotá and
      Cundinamarca
      

      
      	2
      	Valle del
      Cauca, Cauca, Nariño
      

      
      	3
      	Mobile phones
      

      
      	4
      	Antioquia,
      Chocó, Córdoba
      

      
      	5
      	Atlántico,
      Bolívar, Cesar, La Guajira, Magdalena, Sucre
      

      
      	6
      	Caldas, Risaralda, Quindío
      

      
      	7
      	Norte de Santander, Santander, Arauca
      

      
      	8
      	Boyacá, Tolima, Huila,
      San Andrés and Providencia,
      Meta, Caquetá, Amazonas,
      Casanare,
      Vichada,
      Guainía,
      Vaupés,
      Guaviare,
      Putumayo
      

      
      

      Dialing Colombian numbers is complicated, with several
      systems.

      From landlines:

      To call from a landline to another local landline, dial the
      normal seven digits. To call from a landline to a mobile, dial
      twelve digits, always beginning with 03, followed by the ten digit
      number provided.

      It's far more complex to make long-distance domestic calls or
      international calls. Ask whoever owns the phone to dial it for you.
      If that's not an option, buy a mobile phone. Seriously.

      From mobiles:

      To call from a mobile to a landline, you must dial 03 + area
      code + the seven digit number. To call a mobile from a mobile is
      easy—just dial the ten digits. Long distance is not an issue.

      Calling internationally is much harder, and requires figuring
      out which long distance carrier to call. The formula is 00 + long
      distance carrier code + country code + number. But why on earth
      aren't you just Skyping from an Internet café?

      From abroad:

      To call a Colombian landline from another country, use the +57
      country code then the eight digit number (the first of which is the
      area code). To dial a mobile phone from abroad, dial +57 and then
      the ten digit number.

      By
      internet[edit]

      Internet cafes are easy to find in any city or town. Expect
      rates to run about $1,250-2,500 (around $US0.50-1) per hour,
      depending on how much competition there is (i.e., cheap in Bogotá,
      expensive in the middle of nowhere). Quality of connection is
      directly related to the centrality of location, and hence inversely
      related to price.
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